
WHAT Sill 
FOR BOB KISS? 


Kevin J. Kelley talks 
with Burlington's 
outgoing mayor 




Some Vermont 
“power couples” 

find conflicts 
of interest come 
with the territory 




COUNTDOWN SALES EVENT 
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Let us fuel your passion for riding. 
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The Slew Feminist Agenda: 

The Next Revolution for 
Women, Work and Family 


Balancing a Career 
and a Family 

Saturday, March 31 , 2012 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Waterman Building 
85 So. Prospect St„ Burlington 

Registration Required, $ 10 Donation Suggested 
Childcare Provided 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 

The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(cX3) not-fcr-profitarts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


Call (802) 656-5665 or visit our website to register and for more information: 

www.uvm.edu/conferences/TheNewFeministAgenda 

Sponsorship by the University of Vermont 


Chicago's legendary comedy theatre The Second City will feature some of the 
best sketches, songs and improvisations from its forty-five plus year history. 
No topic or subject matter is off limits for The Second City. 


spruce Peak 

Performing 
Arts Center 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


THE SECOND CITY 

LAUGH OUT LOUD TOUR 


F&werShot (37 X 


It s Here! 


14.3 MP 


4X Optical Zoom 


Sensor 


14 Sunset Drive, Waterbury Center, VT 

Off RT 1 00, across from the Cold Hollow Cider Mill 

All Canon products Include Canon, Inc. USA II mited warranty. 


DANCE 
THEATER 
OF HARLEM 
ENSEMBLE 

A world-renowned 
ballet company, the 
DTHE repertoire is 
comprised of classical, 
neoclassical and 
contemporary ballet 
and encompasses 
modern dance and 
Afro-Caribbean techniques. 


GMCAMERA.COM • 802-244-0883 


IN STOCK 

$799" 






# Union 

INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 

www.myunion.edu 
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

BALANCING SCIENCE AND PRACTICE: A ROAD MAP TO 
DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN PSYCHOLOGY 
A Conversation with Dr. William Las, Dean, Graduate Psychology 

WHERE: Fletcher Free Library, Burlington 
WHEN: Thursday, March ag, 4:00-6:00 pm 


FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 





BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 




LIKE/FAH/STALK US JOIN DUR E BLAST LIST FOLLDWTHEFUN 

sevendays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com @7dSocialClub 



NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 


■ Contact us before you go car shopping 

• Take advantage of our free online tutorials and 
research tools 

• Get a pre-approved Auto Check for better 
buying power 

• We ll deliver the loan dieck right to your home 
or workplace I 


Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 



New England 
Federal Credit Union 
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Local, affordable, and on your side'.” 
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One Bracket Ends, 
Another Begins 

T he Univeisity of Vermont men's basketball team's 
March Madness run came to an end Friday, with a 
77-58 loss to top-seeded University of North Carolina. 

Still, It’s hard not to see the tournament as a suc- 
cessful one for the Catamounts — they picked up just 
their second NCAA tournament win ever. And only two 

of the squad will be back for another run next year. 

We’re looking forward to it already. 

Here at Seven Days, we're already going through 
bracketology withdrawal (admit it - Lehigh's win over 
Duke ruined your March Madness bracket too). We’ve 
decided to trade hoops for hops, and have created 
what we think is the first ever Vermont Brew Bracket. 

We've chosen 32 local Vermont brews, from the 
larger brewenes all the way down to the tiniest brew- 
pubs, They'll face off head-to-head in online polls in 
the coming days - you’ll pick the winners. To cast youi 
votes, visit Blurt our staff blog at sevendaysvtcom/ 
blurt. May the best beer win! 


Long Trail Double Bag 


Fiddlehead IPA 


ill Farmstead Edward 


Magic Hat Circus Boy 
Harpoon IPA 


facing 

facts 

«•> 

HOOP Hill 
OEFERIEI 

UVM held its own in 
the fiist half against 
North Carolina. 
Then the Tar Heels 
dug in. A good run. 


9 



That was the high 
temperature at Burlington 
ational Airport on 
/, according to the 
I National Weather Service. 
I That's 14 degrees wanner 
N. than the previous record 
high for the date, and 
35 degrees warmer 
le average high. 



TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVTCOM 


'Breeding Robots? Eternal Life? 
Conversation Series Explores Technology. 
Spirituality and Art" by Megan James. A 
new event series in Shelburne examines 
the links among technology, spirituality 


in aS28million 

that enriched his 
"teacher," er, shyster. 


BASES LOADED 

Lake Monsters, 
UVM and owner 
Ray Pecor reached 
a deal tokeepthe 
Single A baseball 
team in Burlington. 


Mira Weinberger toabig win in Burlington^ 
mayoral election. 

I 'SunCommon Conflict? How VPIRG’s 
Solar Spinoff Company Went From 
Org to Inc." by Paul Heintz. Ni '" 


5. Side Dishes: 'Big Pig' by Al ice Levitt The 
hotly anticipated pub Prohibition pig 
opens in Waterbury. taking over the space 
foimerly occupied by the Alchemist Pub. 




Jem Mr< 


PARAMOUNTLIVE.org 

30 CENTER ST. RUTLAND, VT 
CHARGE BY PHONE 802.775.0903 


shirelles n -r Vermont authors 

idrifters SPAMAL0T in play 

sat, mar 24 

JlS Sw Kir YPB 


8:00 PM sponsor D 


sun, apr 1 


PLAY 

fri, apr 13 & sat, apr 14 




Special Offers available online ai 

www.obrlensavedainstitute.org 

147SShelburneRd S. Burlington 802.6S8.%91 


With your $20 donation 
receive 4 Spa Services 
of your choice! 

Services will be performed on a first come, 
first served basis by our amazing students. 
All Earth Month Donations Stay Local 
and Support LCC 


I,' 1 . 

Schedule a Tour GDSgjXE) 

Request information pSsSS 
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ANTI INDIE? 

Is Seven Days really "Vermont's 
Independent Voice"? I was disappointed 
to read Kevin Kelley's article on the city 
council races in Burlington [“Progressive 
Council Candidates Fight to Defend 
Their Turf.” February 29]. I expected to 
read an article providing more informa- 
tion on die candidates. What I found 
instead was a biased article giving a 
voice to only die candidates with major 
party affiliations and marginalizing the 
independent candidates. Franco Salese 
and Ron Ruloff. 

At a time when so many people are 
disappointed with the performance of 
the major parties, one might diink this 
journalist would have offered a window 
into the ideologies of the alternative in- 
dependent candidates. Not only did Mr. 
Kelley fail in that regard, he addition- 
ally referred to these two individuals as 
"long shots." Does Mr. Kelley have any 
statistical data to back up this assertion? 

I watched the Ward 3 debates on 
public access, and from diem I learned 
that candidate Salese is more than just 
an “Alpine ski coach" "offering a little 
bit for everyone.” Mr. Salese stated a 
long list of professional credentials, as 
well as concrete solutions to many of 
the transparency concerns voiced by his 
constituents. 

Through these debates I also learned 
that Ron Ruloff is not just a man who 


lives in his car. He offered an informed 
perspective on the city is financial situa- 
tion. Did Kelley not tune in? Did he not 
interview diese candidates before send- 
ing diis article to press? I must assume 
that Kelley either failed in Ins journalistic 
responsibilities or that he views non-Pro- 
gressive and non-Democrat ideologies as 
unworthy of print Additionally, referring 
to candidate Ruloff as just a guy who lives 
in his cal' truly perpetuates a problem in 
this country: that the homeless are voice- 
less and irrelevant Overall, irresponsible 
journalism permeates diis article. 

Kathleen Oonahue 
BURLINGTON 


LOW “BLOW” 

“Blow Hard” reporter Kadiryn Flagg 
[March 14] plays die favorite card of 
wind-developer advocates: Statewide 
poll responses prove Vermonters 
“strongly" support “wind development” 
Simultaneously, she casts those who 
oppose utility-scale ridgeline develop- 
ment as “opponents of wind power." 
Enough irresponsible journalism. 

Vermonters who oppose utility-scale 
ridgeline wind projects are not “oppo- 
nents of wind power”; we are opponents 
of corporate/utility-scale ridgeline wind 
projects. 

The “statewide" poll Flagg refers to 
and relies on is unidentified. It is not 
corroborated. A little research reveals 


TIM NEWCOMB 
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that Ms. Flagg may be re- 
ferring to the ORC Macro 
poll from January 2006, 
in which a mere 400 (out 
of 650.000+) Vermonters 
were asked the following: 

“If you were to see wind 
(energy) turbines along a 
Vermont mountain ridge, would 
you consider that sight "Beautiful/ have 
Acceptable, Unacceptable/Ugly, Other, 

Don't know.” That’s the poll's actual 
language. Such language cannot/does 
not produce responses to die issues 
at hand: utility/corporate-scale wind predicted. That latter point didn’t make 


lies. This is how to lie with 
statistics. 

The wind industry 
made projections based 
on national averages. 
Some states have more 
coal; others have more 
natural gas and nuclear. If 
the states Bentek analyzed 
: natural gas, the carbon re- 
duction from wind will be lower than 
the predicted national average. In their 
analysis of high-coal states, they found 
that carbon reduction was higher than 


development vs. wind development 
scaled appropriately to Vermont’s rural 
landscape. 

Bill McKibben is a heroic environ- 
mentalist/activist, surely, but he is not 
infallible. After identifying climate 
change - correctly, I agree - as the 
“most important civilizational chal- 
lenge in human history,” McKibben's 
unparalleled vision has failed him. His 
natural allies are those who work to 
oppose die most dangerous obstacle 
to containing climate change: corpora- 
tization of our natural resources, our 
environmental heritage, our responsi- 
bilities as stewards and preservers of glingtliis 
that heritage here in Vermont. There 
is no corporation — most assuredly 
not GMP — committed to McKibben’s 
quest. Come home, Bill. 


good talking point for a pro-fossil-fuel 

Bentek is a fossil-fuel-research firm, 
i not at all surprising they would pres- 
facts that polish their clients' apple. 


BALANCED AND INFORMATIVE 

Despite its title, “Blow Hard” [March 14] 
was die most balanced and informative 
article on the wind-power debate that 
I've seen in any Vermont newspaper. 
Thanks for the valiant effort at untan- 


WHO WANTS WIND TO FAIL? 

“Blow Hard” [March 14] by Kathryn 
Flagg was well rounded and dioughtful, a 
welcome change from some of die sensa- 
tionalism diat has dominated the media 
discussion on wind energy in Vermont. 
Well done. It would also be interesting 
to take a deep look into the funding of 
these anti-wind organizations. Many of 
diese groups in other areas have been 
shown to be supported heavily by coal, 
oil and natural gas companies with an 
interest in making sure that wind power 
is not successful And since these things 
can be funded indirectly, I wonder what 
interests their major contributors have 
in seeing wind fail. 


OIL INTERESTS? 

I read the Bentek study [“Blow Hard,” 
March 14]. It says the wind industry 
made projections about carbon reduc- 
tion, but Ben tele’s analysis in some states 
showed considerably less. From this 
they conclude that die wind industry 


BOLLES ROCKS 

Dan Bolles' writing is as kick ass as the 
Stone Bullet album he was reviewing 
[March 14]. The references gave me a 
flashback to a better time and better 
bands. Can’t wait to see them rocking 
St. Patty’s Day at Knotty Shamrock. 
Hope you are there, Dan! 

Erik Moreau 

Editor’s note: This letter came in too late 
for last week's paper. Bolles didn't make 
it to the Knotty Shamrock because he 
spent all last week at South by Southwest 
Music Festival in Austin, Texas. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 


• respond to Seven Days content : 

• include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 


• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt. com 

• SevenDays P.O.Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


March 

Mayhem 

SALE! 2 TI h i 

Dozens 
of wines 

up to 50% off 



March Special 

1 Large 1 Topping Pizza, 1 

i 1 dozen wings i 

\ & 2 Liter Coke product ) 

; _ $19.99 i 

Cheese 

blow-out 

as low as $1.99 

973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 655-5550 
www.threebrotherspizzavt.com 


Maple 

Cotton Candy 

made in-house 
Saturday, March 24 
starting at noon 

(TODAY NIGHT 

dean up your acf/ 

Uirfh 

COLLETTE 

f THEMUDcATS 

Gome one come all, 
you cannot miss 

llaroli Mayhem!! 


■TIB 

Pj *iM i - 

All at bargain prices! 

We find the deals, 
you enjoy the savings! 

■LI 

Red Square 

W MEEEEEE-oW/ 

WED 3/21 STARLINE RHYTHM BOYS 7PM 
D1CRE810PM 

THU 3/22 OLD SOUL 7PM 

DJA-DOG KJPM/DJCRE810PM 

FRI 3/23 BOB WAONER SPM 

DJJ0NNY9PM 


SAT 3/24 TOM CLEARY TRIO 5PM 

Pi ieese traders 

WINE ‘SELLERS 

1186 NTdlidon Rd„ So. Burlington NT 05403 

802 . 863.0143 

WU B .on@ckeeset™der,.com 

Open 7 dnyi 10am -7pm 

THE BUND OWL BAND 8PM 

CRAIG MIXXXBPM/OJA-OOG 8PM 

MON 3126 INDUSTRY NIGHT WITH ROBBIE J. 

TUE 3/27 SUPER K 8PM / CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 

WED 3/28 LEFT EYE JUMP 7PM 

DJCRE8 10PM 

86 church s+ • jrsY-yjoi 
redscLoareVfx.o»»i 




Single? 

You don't need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 



Create a FREE profile on the web 
at sevendaysvt.com/personals. 

Don't be shy! People who post photos 
and lots of info about themselves 


get the most messages. 


§ 


i 

S 


Select the best suitors and reply 
to their messages for FREE. 

Get to know the person over email 
and when you're ready, make a date. 

JL 

• w 

Want 1 > 
to make 
the first 
move? 


SEVEN DAYS 

pERSoNAtS 

sevendaysvt.com 



After you make 
your own profile, 
you can start a 
conversation with 
any Seven Days 
single for as little 
as $l/day! 




Some Good Things Never Change: 
SAME LOW PRICE AS LAST SPRING 

Adult $449 | Youth $1 59 | Senior $269 

Purchase be-Pore /Ipril ”5 -Pov t-Ue lowest- prices! 


Short Drive + Longer Ski Day = More Value 

• 30 minutes from Burlington or Montpelier 

• Ride or Ski Into the Sunset. Bolton has Night 
Skiing and Riding until 8 p.m. Wed - Sat 

SUNSET LIFT TICKET DEALS 

$19 3-5pm Sunday - Tuesday & 4-8pm Saturday 
$29 4-8pm Wednesday - Friday 

Dov\'F vaiss Spvivvg ^kiivvg ) Ctnvovoke, Mowcln 24+ 


Bolton Valley 

boltonvalley.com | 1.877.9BOLTON 
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dear lucy. 
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dearlucy.com 




Mon-Sat 10am-8 pm 
Sun llam-6pm 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


SATURDAY 24 /'TN 

Charmed Thirds (4 ) 

'I got a heart, I got a brain. I got 
a pocket full of pocket change.' 
sings rising Indie-pop songstress Heather 
Maloneyon the title track of her 2011 
album Times Pocket Change. She's also 
got Chris Dorman and Jessica Smucker 
this Saturday, as the trio wrap up Bread 
& Butter Farm's Silo Sessions concert 
series. Stunning vocals in an intimate 
bakery setting? Yes. please. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 48 


SATURDAY 24 SZ 

Ball Game 

Grab your mud boots and 
hunting hat! While a formal 
affair, the Vermont Young Professional 
Vermonters' Ball encourages playful 
mixing of high fashion and the. uh. moi 
casual "Vermont fashion.' Folks show tl 
stripes— perhaps while weanng plaid • 
for this party deejayed bythe Lab. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 47 


SATURDAY 24 

& SUNDAY 25 ( A 

Tap That V— 

Got a sweet tooth? Appease it at the 

Vermont Maple Open House Weekend 

the state's annual — and surefire — sign 
of spring. Swing by participating sugar 
shacks for tree tapping sap boiling and 
samples of Vermont's liquid gold in its 

nitely included. 


OPENINGTHURSDAY 

This Magic ( / ) 

Moment V-X 

The mundane becomes magical at 
'Spontaneous,' the Darkroom Gal lery's 
new exhibit Documentary andstreet 
photography capture the happenstance 

of basking in a sunny field, that moment of 
wild abandon as a woman's hair flies madly 
while she dances. Call It extemporaneous, 
or call it the human experience: you'll want 
to take a look. 


THURSDAY 22 

Date Night 

Joan Rivers needs a man ... for a one-night 
stand. Its not what it sounds like. In antici- 
pation of the saucy comedienne's April 26 
visit to the Flynn, 10 local funny guys fight 
over who gets to open for her. The contes- 
tants duke it out in a side-splittmgdisplay 
of comedy this Thursday. May the best man 


SATURDAY 24 

It's Electric 

Take your typical bluegrass format and throw 
it through the wnnger.' writes Jezebel Music, 
and you could end up with the Tall Tall Trees 
The New York City foursome brings together 
electric banjos, story-driven lyrics and Afro- 
Brazilian polyrhythmsat Radio Bean this 


CALENOAR 


MUSIC. 


SATURDAY 24 

Easy Access 

Since its 2005 inception, theTrey McIntyre Project (pictured) 
has made a name for Itself by translating classic ballet move- 
ments Into everyday body language and gestures. Oh. and they 
do it to everyday music too — think Etta James or Peter. Paul and 
Mary songs. Accessible but always stunning, the troupe performs 
Leatherwing Bat Bad Winter and Blue Until June. 


3 

1 




FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by andybromage 



WHO... 


Will help our wildlife, 
if you won’t? 


§ 



Nonganie Wildlife Fund 
you are helping protect and 
restore Vermont's endangered 
wildlife like bald eagles and 
bats threatened by White Nose 
Syndrome. 


Look for the loon on line 29A 
of your Vermont income tax 
return and please remember 
to donate. 



Want to Avoid That 
Measles Vaccine? Find Jesus 


H ere's some free advice for 
Vermont’s and-vaccine re- 
fuseniks: If the legislature 
repeals the philosophical 
exempdon to the state's childhood im- 
munization law, claim the religious ex- 
empdon instead. 

No one's going to ask you for a church 
membership card. Just tell 'em Jesus 
sent you and sign on die dotted line. 

Faced with one of the lowest child- 
hood-immunization rates in die coun- 
try — and new outbreaks of vaccine- 
preventable diseases like whooping 
cough — Vermont health officials want 
to make it harder for parents to enroll 
their kids in public school and day- 
care without being inoculated against 
diseases such as measles, mumps and 
rubella. 

But not that much harder. 

Vermont law currently allows par- 
ents to keep their kids from being im- 
munized on moral grounds, if it doesn't 
jibe with their beliefs. But by a vote of 
25-4, the state Senate recendy passed 
S.199, a bill that eliminates that so-called 
''philosophical exemption" that was 
first enacted in 1979. The House takes 
up die highly charged legislation in a 
public hearingon Wednesday, March 21, 

The religious exemption, meanwhile, 
remains untouched. Why? 

Because repealing it “probably 
wouldn't be upheld in court," says state 
Sen. kevin mulun (R-Rudand), die bill's 
sponsor. And the last thing Vermont 
needs is for anodier indefensible case to 
go before the Supreme Court. Just ask 
Attorney General bill sorrell 

In Vermont, children need nine 
vaccines to enroll in public school or a 
licensed daycare. Vermont's vaccine rate 
for kids between 19 and 35 months old 
is 65 percent — among the lowest in the 
country and dead last in New England. 
Health officials attribute the trend to 
more parents questioning the safety of 
vaccines and worrying about adverse 
reactions to the shots — fueled in part by 
a now-debunked study linking vaccines 
to autism. 

State law allows a medical exemp- 
tion, for which a licensed doctor has 
to vouch that a vaccine would not be 
advisable. When he was a child, Muffin's 
son Bartley got one from his physician 
because theboy ran a high fever after his 
first measles-mumps-rubella shot. He 
opted out of round two. 


But the philosophical and religious 
exemptions simply require a parent 
to check one of two boxes and sign tiff 
on a one-size-fits-all statement that 
reads, “I request that the following 
immunization^) be waived because 
they conflict with the free exercise of 
religious rights and/or moral (philo- 
sophic) rights.” 

It’s not that easy in every state. 
Massachusetts, for example, requires 
parents claiming a religious exemption 
to write a letter explaining how vaccines 
contradict their beliefs. 

But in Vermont — the least religious 
state in die country, according to a 2009 
Pew poll - public healdi officials take a 
parent’s beliefs on blind faith. Go figure. 


WE SHOULD NOT 
FORGE PEOPLE 
INTO WHITE LIES. 

STATE SEN. TIM ASHE 

If the bill becomes law, what’s to stop 
all the parents who now claim a philo- 
sophical exemption from simply switch- 
ing to a religious one? 

Nodiing. That’s die main reason 
state Sen. tim ashe (D-Chittenden) voted 
against the immunization bill. 

“They don’t check the weekly atten- 
dance roles at the church,” Ashe says. 
“So the question is, what impact will the 
change that went through the Senate 
have? In my opinion it will not have an 

Perhaps knowing how fervent the 
anti-vaccine crowd is, Ashe adds a 
caveat “I would like to see people get 
kids immunized, but if we're going to 
have any exemptions at all, we should 
not force people into white lies.” 

According to the Department of 
Health, 6695 Vermont children entered 
kindergarten last year. Of those, 0.56 
percent of their parents claimed a medi- 
cal exemption; just 0.18 percent went 
for the religious one. The number who 
checked the philosophical exemption 
box was huge in comparison: 5.4 percent. 

The DOH is hoping that people 
won't exercise the religious exemp- 
tion if they're not actually God-fearing 


folk, so diey'll just give in and inject 
dieir kids. Christine finley, DOH’s im- 
munization program manager, says 
dial's happened in other states that 
have done away with the philosophi- 
cal exemption. 

But she admits that Vermont isn't like 
other states — she's not at all sure dial 
removing the moral exemption would 
actually boost vaccination rates. 

“Vermont has its own uniqueness," 
she says. “It's difficult to predict” 

Springtime for 
Senate Wannabes 

With a state Senate seat opening in 
Chittenden County — Democrat hind* 
miller is not seeking reelection this 
year — the list of potential candidates 
is growing faster than daffodils in this 
unseasonable March warmth. 

Former Progressive state rep oavio 
zuckerman, ail organic farmer and peren- 
nial maybe-candidate for higher office, 
has said he may run as a Progressive- 
Democrat “fusion" candidate. 
Improbably, Burlington Mayor bob kiss, 
whose name is synonymous with the $17 
million taxpayer bailout of Burlington 
Telecom, has also said he'll probably run 
for Senate this year, as an independent 
(See Kevin J. Kelley’s interview with 
Kiss in this week's Local Matters.) 

New entrants in the considering- 
a-run sweepstakes? Burlington City 
Councilor ed Adrian (D-Ward 1) and 
labor organizer Ralph montefusco. 
Adrian tells Fair Game, “If I can put my 
ducks in a row, then Fm going to do it" 
Adrian works as chief prosecuting attor- 
ney for the state Office of Professional 
Regulation. Duck number one is clear- 
ing it widi his boss, Secretary of State 
jim condos. Duck number two is testing 
financial support for his candidacy. 

During his five years on the city 
council, Adrian has earned a reputation 
as a political “bull in a china shop,” as 
one colleague told Seven Days in 2010. 
Adrian admits to having sharper elbows 
than most, but says he’s mellowed since 
die BT battles of yesteryear. A prolific 
TWitter user, the 42-year-old believes 
his “age and experience" would bring a 
unique voice to the Senate. 

Montefusco says he’s toying with 
a run as a Progressive- Democrat can- 
didate. The Burlington resident con- 
sidered running in 2010 but backed 
away because of work obligations. 
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Montefusco now works for the 
National Education Association trying 
to unionize staffers at the University 
of Vermont. He says he'll decide about 
a run as soon as mid-May. 


Passing Notes 

Laptops, cellphones and other elec- 
tronic devices areverboten in the Senate 
chamber in Montpelier. So during floor 
debates, senators communicate with 
each other the fourth-grade way: by 
passing notes. 

Instead of folding diem into paper 

airplanes to launch at the 

pretty girl diree desks over, 
they employ green-blazered H 1 1 J I 
pages to shuttle the hand- UpeJjUJ. 
written messages around. 

And, like in grade school, it’s easy 
to feel left out when everyone else 
is snickering about their notes and 
you're sitting alone like Waldo, the 
schoolboy in Van Halen’s “Hot for 
Teacher” music video. 

Last week, I was inducted into the 
club: I got my first note. I was sitting in 
the chamber flanks when a teenage page 
handed me a folded piece of paper with 
my name on it. It was from Sen. phiup 
baruth (D-Chittenden) — once a vocal 
advocate for permitting electronics on 
the Senate floor. Imagine how cool I felt. 

What did it say? You'll just have to 
wonder. If I revealed that. I'd probably 
never get another Senate message — or, 
it might come in the form of a spitball. 

Media Notes 

University of Vermont assistant re- 
search professor richapd watts has a 
new book about Vermont Yankee — 
specifically, how media coverage of the 
troubled nuke plant influenced its fate 
in Montpelier. Public Meltdown: The 
Story of the Vermont Yankee Nuclear 
Power Plant is based on 1409 news 
articles penned between 2002 and 
2010 and Watts’ own research and 
interviews. 

The book’s official release date is 
March 21, the day Vermont Yankee’s 
40-year operating license was set to 
expire — before the feds extended its 
life another 20 years. 

Among other things. Watts' book 
documents how phrases such as “out 
of state" - used by critics to point out 
that VY parent company Entergy Corp. 


is based in Louisiana — crept into local 
coverage. 

The Burlington Free Press ran a 
page-one Sunday story on Watts' new 
book but neglected to mention that 
he served on the board of Vermont 
Yankee's biggest critic: the Vermont 
Public Interest Research Group. 
Watts resigned from the VPIRG board 
last May, shortly before he started 
work on his book. He says he was 
not involved with strategic decisions 
around VY 

“For me, the book is about telling 
the story and letting readers make 
their own conclusions,” says 
Watts, who is discussing his 
1 1 i H book on Wednesday, March 
21, at UVM's Billings North 
Lounge. Sorrell is offering 
a campaign speech, er, “introductory 
remarks." 

Former Vermont governor and U.S. 
ambassador to Switzerland Madeleine 
kunin has a forthcoming book, too: 
The New Feminist Agenda: Defining 
the Next Revolution for Women, 
Work and Family is due in April. The 
78-year-old Kunin got a blurb for the 
back cover from former president bill 
Clinton, who called it “an important 
new book" that “calls on all of us to be 
part of a brighter future." 

Lastly, MSNBC’s rachel maddow 
will appear in Manchester on March 
31 to read from and sign her new book. 
Drift: The Unmooring of American 
Military Power. The event, sponsored 
by the Northshire Bookstore, will 
take place at Manchester Elementary 
School. Tickets are $8; $28 if you buy 
a book. 

And that's the “best new thing in die 
world today." Or at least in Vermont. © 

(Disclosure: Tim Ashe is the domestic 
partner of Seven Days publisher and 
coeditor paula routly. See this week's 
cover story, page 26.) 
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Listen to Andy Tuesday mornings at 
8:40 a.m. on WVMT 620 AM. 


Follow Andy on Twitter: 
twitter.com/Andy Bromage. 



Send Andy an old-fashioned email: 
andy ©sevendaysvt.com. 



Visit Us Today! 

fcl The Bearded Frog 


Bar opens at 4:30 * Dinner service at 5:00 
Seven days a week 


5247 Shelburne Road 
Shelburne Village, 985-9877 
thebeardedfrog.com 



Providing Commercial Renewable Energy Financing Options 

Consnucdon 1 Bridge Financing tor I 

Projects Starting © S50.000 

Long Term Financing a Tax Equity investment /* 


CONTACT US TODAY to learn how 
CalcoGreen can meet your Commercial 
Renewab le energy finance n eeds ! i 
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Proposal. . . 
Leunig’s 
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Leunig’s 


” Elsa and Rick will always 
have Paris ; we’ll always 
have Leunig’s.” 


— Lisa and Scott Gale 


THE PANACHE OF PARIS 
AND THE VALUE OF 
VERMONT. IN THE 
CENTER OF BURLINGTON! 

LEUINIG’S 
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Kiss Good-Bye: 

No Apologies From Burlington’s Departing Mayor 


§ 



he joke around Burlington 
city hall is that while Bob Kiss 


H successful mayor, he’d be 
perfect in the role of tribal elder. Kiss 
certainly looks the part. Thinning hair 
and craggy features top n tall, trim frame 
that remains unbowed despite politi- 
cal burdens that have weighed heavily 
throughout his second three- year term. 

Kiss, who opted not to seek a 
third term, has also been a target of 
somelimes-venomous personal attacks. 
Seldom, though, has he spoken out in 
self-defense, and many old allies have 
remained silent or joined the chorus of 
his critics. In their view, Kiss' handling 
of the Burlington Telecom debacle is 
indefeasible. 

As he prepares to end his turbulent 
tenure, Kiss doesn't seem fazed by any 
of this. He has an unflappable quality 
that would probably be described as 
cool if he weren’t so old-world gentle- 
manly. He's polite to the point of being 
self-effacing - which may be more of a 
weakness than a strength for someone 
in his line of work. 

But there’s no mistaking his strength 
of character. A conscientious objector 
during the Vietnam era and a longtime 
antipoverty activist. Kiss has hewed 
to values that may be mainstream in 
Burlington but would be considered 
extremist in many parts of the country. 

The Queen City's 35th mayor, who has 
lived in Burlington fer 41 years, was inter- 
viewed in his third-floor corner office in 
city hall - just weeks before Democratic 
Mayor-elect Miro Weinbeiger moves in. 


SEVEN DAYS: You're mayor until April 2. 
You must be looking ahead to that date 
with a mixture of emotions — relief, for 
one, probably. 

BOB KISS: I've had a lot of satisfaction 
from being mayor. From the outside look- 
ing in, it might seem like “Oh, my God!" 
but it’s really not been that way. I thought 
I could have run for a third term and won. 
because we’ve accomplished a lot in the 
past six years. But this is still a good time 
for me to stop being mayor. I'll be 65 on 

something different 

SD: You really think you would have 
won a third term? With all the criticism 


of the way you handled Buriington 
Telecom? With the Republican and 
Democratic mayoral candidates both 
attacking your record? 

BK: It comes down to overall performance. 
Beyond BT there's a lot that's been posi- 
tive. It’s a fact that people elsewhere in this 
country want to be like us. Our unemploy- 
ment rate has ranged between 3 and 5 
percent; in many cities it's 13 percent 

That kind of tiling doesn't happen by 
accident It has to do with the policies that 
are adopted, which in our case for the past 
30 years have been about putting people 
first 

Much of what was said about me was 
campaign rhetoric. Candidates feel they 


must say it to define themselves as distinct 
from the current mayor. When people 
think carefully about it later on. they'll see 
that a lot of what was said wasn't true. 

If I had run, I could have presented a 
whole different picture during the debates. 
People would have seen that there are 
real success stories. I would have given 
the message of an effective and efficient 
government, of having built infrastruc- 
ture that encourages people in both their 
professional and personal lives to choose 
Burlington. 

SD: Can you be specific about a few 
accomplishments of your term? 

BK: There's die 179 acres of land in the 


Intervale that’s been set aside for solely 
agricultural uses. I got that through the 
city council [on an 8-6 vote in 2006], 
There hasn’t been an increase in taxes for 
the general fond in the past six years, and 
there’s been growth in the grand list. A lot 
of cities saw their grand lists shrink during 
the recession. 

Burlington Telecom, by the way, was 
a casualty, in some ways, of the Great 
Recession because of not being able to 
refinance it when we wanted to. 

SD: For what it's worth. I think your 
greatest accomplishment was when 
you told police last November not 
to arrest an Occupy protester at a 
moment when it looked like there was 
going to be a riot. Angry demonstra- 
tors had confronted police who were 
preventing them from reentering City 
Hall Park following a shooting death in 
the encampment. 

BK: That was a difficult moment. I wanted 
to make it clear this wasn't an us-versus- 
them confrontation, that we were actually 
all in it together. Also, you can't be afraid of 
the people you serve. It was an anomaly for 
me to ask the police to release someone, 
but it was tile right thingto do in order to 
defuse the heat. It was also good that the 
Unitarian Church made itself available to 
Occupy as a sort of relief valve. 

SD: Were there surprises you encoun- 
tered as mayor? It was a surprise to 
many people that you were elected in 
the first place. 

BK: I didn't have on my list of ambitions 
being mayor of Burlington. But 1 did have 
six years in the [Vermont] House before I 
ran for mayor [in 2006], and some of that 
same experience is brought to the job of 
being mayor. People expect you to listen 
and to respond. 

You know that I was the head of the 
Progressive committee searching for a 
candidate, which turned out to be me 
because others were not at a time in then- 
lives when they could run. My own per- 
sonal life was more matched up with that 

I know a lot more people in Burlington 
than is generally thought. I had a personal 
political base that was broader than just 
from running for the House. 

SD: Are you going to run for the state 
Senate? If so, will you run in the 
Democratic primary, since that may be 
the only realistic route to winning? 
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BK: Yes, X probably will run, but not as 
a Democrat. I don't buy that idea about 
needing to run in the Democratic pri- 
mary. I don’t particularly buy that whole 
[Democrat-Progressive] fusion thing 
either. 

I'm not a Democrat. I'll run as an 
independent. 

SD: You won’t run as a Progressive? 

You dont thi nk you cou Id get the 
party's support? 

BK: It’s important to have independent 
voices in the Senate. And I think I’d be 
able to bring something important to the 
whole Burlington area. 

SD: It must be painful to have the 
Progressive Party turn away so totally 
from you. Maybe on a personal level, 
too, because friends — former friends 
— are involved. 

BK: Just because you’re in a political 
party doesn’t mean you're close personal 
friends with people 
in that party. I have 
always been an inde- 
pendent voice within 
the Progressive com- 
munity. I would never 
ask people to march in 
lockstep to some purity- 

I've stood for certain 
priorities and values. I 
haven't changed in that 
respect I don’t have 
anything I feel I need to 
apologize for. 

SD: Let's talk about an 
unavoidable subject: 

Burlington Telecom. 

It was your biggest 
failure, right? 

BK: Burlington Telecom may be the most 
powerful fiber- to- the- home system in the 
world. It’s a driving force for economic 
development. It has massive capacity. If 
we didn't have Burlington Telecom, we 
wouldn't have fiber-to-the-home. We 
would have only the much weaker system 
of Comcast. 

You can’t be faint of heart about BT. Its 
strengths as well as its problems is a dis- 
cussion Pm willing to have. 

SD: Don't you have regrets over the 
way the problems were handled? 

BK: I wish we'd been able to finance it 
earlier, to have gotten at the problems 
earlier. It did take a while to see where the 
business plan was taking us. And then the 
Great Recession hit 

SO: But you didn't tell the state about 
$17 million in borrowing as you were 
supposed to have done. 

BK: We were already in a process with 
the public service department and [Public 


Service] Board. We provided information 
as it was needed. At the same time. BT 
was operating in a fiercely competitive 
market. There were entrepreneurial fac- 
tors in play as to how much you should 
reveal in public about BT's finances. 

SD: Maybe it's the case that the city 
should never have gotten into the 
telecom business to start with. You 
say it's a Fiercely competitive market, 
and Burlington city government didn't 
have the expertise to enter it effec- 
tively, right? 

BK: About 50 cities across the country have 
done this and have done it successfully. 

SD: Yes, but there are also cities that 
have failed at running a telecom 
enterprise. 

BK: True, but it was still something 
worthwhile for Burlington to have done. 
BT is going to be an important economic 
driver in our future. 

SD: Maybe it should 
have been a different 
model — a public- 
private partnership, 
for example. 

BK: It eventually could 

owned telecom. There 
are other models that 
work and don't work. 

Timing was vital 
for BT. In a differ- 

might have gotten 
[American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act] funds 
for it Millions and mil- 
lions of dollars did Bow 
into Vermont from that 
source, and it could have 
opened up a whole new set of possibilities 
for BT. 

SD: What about the $17 million that 
was improperly used? 

BK: Those claimsarc misconstrued. Some 
of it was based on not understanding 

politics. Implementing policies in govern- 
ment is different from being engaged in 
party politics. Some responses to issues 
[involving BT] have been too shallow be- 
cause of politics. 

Burlington Telecom is of critical im- 
portance to this city’s future. You can’t 
back away just because some issues are 
difficult. Take the Lockheed Martin 
initiative. That was an extraordinary op- 
portunity for us to work with a company 
that's part of the defense industry but 
that’s bringing new concepts to climate 
action. Lockheed could have brought us a 
whole coterie of experts who could hare 
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HECM reverse mortgage. 

Available from MetLife Bank, N.A., it's a Home Equity Conversion Mortgage 
(HECM) that may save the average homeowner age 62 or older thousands of 
dollars. It significantly reduces your up-front costs as compared to our other 
HECM reverse mortgages. Contact me to get the facts. 

Scott Funk 

Reverse Mortgage Consultant 
802-238-4216 
sfunkl@metlife.com 
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V ermont’s first real race for 
attorney general since Bill 
Clinton was on the ballot 
began Monday, when 
Chittenden County State’s Attorney T.J. 
Donovan announced he would chal- 
lenge 15-year-incumbent Bill Sorrell in 
the Democratic primary election. 

Donovan's challenge raises the ques- 
tion: Is Sorrell’s fate tied to how much 
money he has won or lost the state? 

Since Gov. Howard Dean appointed 
him to the post in 1997, Sorrell has 
never faced a serious challenger. But 
his clonk of electoral invincibility was 
torn asunder in January, when a federal 
judge ruled against the state in a lawsuit 
brought by Entergy Corp. to keep the 
Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant 
open for business. 

Within a few days, Vermont 
Associated Press writer Dave Gram was 
tallying the cost of two of Sorrell's ear- 
lier high-profile losses: In 2006, the U.S. 
Supreme Court tossed out Vermont's 
strict campaign finance law, costing 
the state $1.5 million. In 2011, the court 
struck down a law curbing pharma- 
ceutical companies' ability to mine 
prescription drug records for marketing 
purposes, costing Vermont $1.8 million 



Dollars and Sense: 


Has Attorney General Bill Sorrell Earned His Keep? 

BY PAUL HEINTZ 


Factoring in another $3.8 million 
Vermont may have to shell out for die 
precrip tion drug case. Gram concluded, 
“The total, at least $7 million, nearly 
equals the roughly $8 million annual 
budget of Sorrell’s office.” 

Entergy has also demanded the state 
pay its attorney fees of $4.6 million for 
g the Vermont Yankee case, though Sorrell 
g; is appealing the federal judge’s decision. 
> The attorney general was quick to fire 
z back with his own accounting: Through 
| enforcement actions, his office brought 
in $40 million last year alone, Sorrell 
said. That number has been repeated a 
im number of times since, most recendy by 
i Gov. Peter Shumlin last week on VPR’s 
8 “Vermont Edition.” 

^ “Let's look at the facts," he told host 
3 Bob Kinzel. “The attorney generals office 
this year brought in $40 million in various 
awards from suits dial they filed and won 
ui on behalf of Vermonters. Sometimes you 
g win suits: sometimes you lose suits. The 
5 fact of the matter is our attorney general's 
S! office wins a lot more dian they lose. So 
it’s a net positive operation." 

That's the wrong calculation, accord- 
ing to Vermont Law School professor 
“ Cheryl Hanna, who also considered run- 
< ning for attorney general. “I think die 
j question Vermonters have to ask is: Are 
o the interests of die people of the state 
£ being well defended by the attorney 


general’s office?” she says. “The money 
is sort of a secondary indicator of that. 
It’s not really a primary indicator." 

In a Rutland Herald op-ed defending 
Sorrell's record, former attorney general 
Jerome Diamond — a Democrat who 
served from 1975 to 1981 — made note of 
Sorrell’s $40 million haul. But even he 
says Sorrell’s balance sheet shouldn’t be 
the focus of the race. 

“It really shouldn't be, because the 
issue is the pursuit of justice,” Diamond 
says. “Sometimes you bring cases diat 
have to be brought as a prosecutor even 
when there’s a likelihood you’ll lose.” 

So why all the focus on the bottom 
line? 

“I think people may be focused on 
dollars because you can count them. 
It’s quantifiable," says Vermont ACLU 
executive director Allen Gilbert, noting 
that he would prefer the race focus on 
government transparency and police 
professionalization. 

With an in-house staff of 46 attorneys 
and 29 other employees — plus partial 
supervisory audiority over 38 attorneys 
in different state departments - the 
AG's office tackles everything from en- 
forcing the state’s environmental laws 


to prosecuting violent crimes to defend- 
ing state laws in court While less sexy, 
perhaps, than fighting the corrosive 
influence of money in politics before die 
U.S. Supreme Court, the office’s more 
mundane consumer protection work 
likely has a greater day-to-day impact on 
the lives of most Vermonters. 

For instance, die attorney general's 
Consumer Assistance Program, which it 
runs in partnership with the University 
of Vermont, handled more than 8600 
consumer complaints in 2011. According 
to Sorrell’s office, 40 percent of them 
were resolved successfully, resulting in 
the recovery of roughly $360,000. 

Even among the highest-profile cases 
waged by the attorney general's office, 
money is often beside the point. One 
of Sorrell’s biggest wins came in 2007, 
when a federal court sided with Vermont 
in allowing the state to adopt California’s 
auto-emission standards. While the auto 
industry fought similar legislation in 
a number of states, Vermont's was the 
first to go to trial — and, according to 
Diamond, Sorrell's win set an important 
national precedent 

“It was a huge, huge win,” Diamond 


Sorrell says he's proud of his record. 

“The reality is we have defended 
Vermont’s laws successfully in state 
court and in federal court, and we have 
won the vast majority of those cases," 
he says. “Do we bat 1000 percent? No. 
There’s not an attorney in the world who 

Sorrell is also quick to point out that 
in all three major cases he lost, he was 
defending laws passed by the legislature 
that were “pushing the envelope.” 

Hanna agrees with that assessment, 
saying, “The legislature bears some 
responsibility in what they’re doing as 
well. It's sort of unfair to the attorney 
general in some ways when the legisla- 
ture passes all these laws that are mar- 
ginally constitutional and the attorney 
general pays the price for that." 

At the same time, Hanna and fellow 
VLS professor Pat Parenteau, who has 
criticized Sorrell's handling of die VY 
case, say that part of die attorney gen- 
eral’s job is to tell die legislature when 
it passes laws he feels he cannot suc- 
cessfully defend. Parenteau believes 
Sorrell failed to do diat in the campaign 
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EXCERPTS FROM BLURT. 


Final Tab for the 
Burlington Mayor’s Race? 
A Record-Setting$201,309 

BY PAUL HEINTZ 
In the closing days of the most 
expensive mayor's race in Burlington's 
history, two of the candidates — and 
one political party — continued to 
pour cash into their campaigns. 

New filings show that Democrat 
Miro Weinberger, who won by 20 
percent, raised $16,469 and spent 
$25,050 in the last week and a half of 
the race. The Vermont Democratic 
forty spent another $8,631 on his 
behalf during that period. 

In total. Weinberger and his party 
raised $143,940 and spent $140,118 on 
the campaign, dwarfing all previous 
records. Close to $50,000 of that was 
spent on a heated four-way race for the 
Democratic nomination last falL 

Republican Kurt Wright raked 
in $11,694 and spent $18,074 in the 
campaign’s final days. In total, he 
raised $60,358 and spent $58,261 on 
the campaign, receiving no help from 
the state GOP. 

Independent Wanda Hines raised 
and spent just $2,930. Though she 
came in a distant third. Hines certainly 
got the best bang for her buck. She 
spent just $5.80 per vote, while Wright 
spent $15.55 and Weinberger spent 
$24.15 per vote. 

“Death With Dignity” 

Bill on Life Support 

BY ANDY BROMAGE 
A right-to- die bill was near death in 
Montpelier on Friday after failing to 
make it out of committee by the mid- 
session "crossover'' deadline. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
was expected to vote on the 
contentious "death with dignity” 
bill last Friday morning following 
an emotional three-hour hearing 
two days earlier. But the vote 
was canceled because oneofthe 
committee members, state Sen. Alice 
Nitka (D-Windsor), was hospitalized 
Thursday evening after falling six feet 
off a staircase. 

Nitka's absence didn’t change 
the bill's fate. She was opposed, as 
were two other members of the five- 
member Judiciary Committee, and a 
2-2 tie would have effectively killed 
the bill in committee. 

But committee chairman Sen. Dick 


Sears (D -Bennington), who opposes 
the bill, canceled the committee 
vote anyway — and held firm despite 
pressure from Gov. foter Shumlin. a 
"death with dignity" supporter, to let 
the full Senate debate and vote on iL 
The only hope now rests in 
attaching the bill to another piece of 
legislation moving through the full 
Senate. Sears says it wouldn’t surprise 
him if someone tried it. but warns 
that 16 of the 30 senators are "solidly 
against" 


State Won’t Buy the 
.Vermont or .vt Domains 

— at Least for Now 

BYKENPICARO 

The state of Vermont has no plans to 
shell out $185,000 to own the Vermont 
name — or, more accurately, the 
.Vermont or .vt names - at least for now. 

That's the word from Secretary 
Lawrence Miller at the Vermont 
Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development about plans by the 

Names and Numbers (ICANN) to 
start issuing new top-level domains 

- including .Vermont and .vt - later 
this year. 

exponential growth, ICANN 
recognized several years ago that it 
was only a matter of time before it 
effectively ran out of usable addresses 
in the Domain Name System. 

Glenn Ravdin, a marketing and 
branding expert with the consulting 
firm 2NS of South Hero, and other 
tech professionals are urging state 
lawmakers to protect the dot-vermont 
brand and warned what might happen 
if some unscrupulous party scooped up 
the .Vermont or .vt suffixes. 

“While the cost seems steep — 
$185,000 - it’s a fraction of what 
we might have to pay later to get it," 
Ravdin wrote to legislators. “And the 
risks of misuse are very real. Syrup 
with no maple content at all can have 
a maple.vermont web address. Cheese 
from anywhere can carry a .Vermont 
URL.’’© 




To read Lhefull 
stories, go to 

sevendaysvt.com. 
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FRESH AND NEW 
JUST LIKE SPRING! 

CAROUNE'S HAS A 
NEW MENU FEATURING: 

Holland Farm Grilled 'vfenison 
Denver leg with roasted garlic 
mashed potatoes, glazed baby 
carrots, Fava beans, grilled Italiar 
Cipollini onion & Burgundy 


Learn more by visiting our website: 

CAROLINESVT.COM 


V/ fine dining 

Celebrate the elegance of a bygc 
ns: 802-899-2223 30 Rt 1 5, Jerichc 


Celebrating the 
Persian New Year 
SUNDAY, MARCH 25 1-5 PM 


The secular festivities of Nowruz (no-rooz) celebrate the 
coming of spring and the renewal of the earth. Join us 
for a fun afternoon as we explore the themes of Nowruz 
through activities including painting eggs, creating mosaic 
tiles, making birds' nests, learning about the symbolism 
of the haft-seen table, and more. 

Children *4, Adults $5, Family $12 


Fleming Museum of Art 
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Kiss Good-Bye «p,is 

helped us find solutions we couldn't find 
without them. 

It could still have been a swords-into- 
ploughshares outcome. It was short- 
sighted to reject that proposal. It wasn’t a 
constructive way to build a future. 

Remember, Eisenhower said, “Watch 
out for the military-industrial complex." 
He didn’t say there shouldn't be a military- 
industrial complex. 

SO: What do you think of Miro 
Weinberger's agenda for Burlington? 

BK: If Miro pursues government on the 
same priorities as the past 30 years, we’ll 
continue to be well served. He’ll have to 
look at the proposal I made for a 2c tax 


background on city issues. 

BK: Some people grow into the jobs 
they're elected for. In this race Wanda was 
the candidate I voted for because of her 
capacity for leadership and her values. 

SD: What advice would you give the 
incoming mayor? 

BK: You have to be patient You should not 
make promises that you can't keep. You 
have to be respectful of die people you 
work widt Burlington has great resources; 
it’s not die mayor alone who runs the city. 

You also have to be good with people 
on a personal level. You have a lot of con- 
tact with the public on that basis. 

SD: Looking back, do you perhaps 
agree with those who say that Bob 
Kiss had good values and is a decent 


I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING I FEE! 

I NEED TO APOLOGIZE FOR. 

MAYOR BOB KISS 


increase to close a $750,000 gap in the 
budgeL I don’t think he'll find that there’s 
excess in the city government system. We 
have 100 police officers, so maybe Miro 
will say lie's only willing to support 85. But 
that would come at a price to the public. 

I think it's important that all seven ballot 
items on Town Me edng Day were approved, 
inchidmgthe capital budget for the dty and 
BED. the school tax increase and die TIF 
[tax increment financing] plan that will 
make it easier to redevelop parts of down- 
town That indicates to me that people feel 
we're moving in the right direction 

S0:Miro’s also got to deal with a seri- 
ous pension problem. 

BK: The pension is at 73 percent funding 
Our investments are doing much better, 
so the problem is casing The unions have 
also made changes that have helped the 
pension system. 

We’d like it to be 90 percent funded, 
but 73 percent puts us in the ballpark. 
We're paying our part of it year by year. 
It’s important we preserve die system as 
a defined benefi t, because it gives people a 
reason to have a career in city government. 

SO: Who did you vote for in the mayor’s 
race? 

BK: I voted for Wanda [HinesJ. I've 
worked widi her for a long time and I re- 
spect her values. 

SD: Some people with similar values 
say she wasn't ready to be mayor, 
that she didn't have the necessary 


man but he’s not a good politician? 

You weren't nearly as visible as were 
Bernie Sanders and Peter Clavelle. 

They were consistently out in public 
through press conferences. 

BK: I wasn't trying to follow the Sanders 
model. Leadership expresses itself in dif- 
ferent ways, and I think I have provided 
leadership that has produced a lot of 
accomplishments. You don’t necessarily 
need to do it through press conferences 
and bold language. 

On tile other hand. I recognize that 
more press conferences would not have 
been a bad thing I can accept that 

SD: How do you think historians will 
view your six years as mayor? 

BK: Once we resolve BT. 1 think the verdict 
will be positive. They'll remember things 
like the 179 acres that will have made a big 
difference in local sustainability. 

SD: Do you think you were treated 
fairly by the media? By th e Burlington 
Free Press ? By Seven Days ? 

BK: I didn't have an illusion of the 
Gannett-owned Free Press as ever being 
an ally. The fact that candidates endorsed 
by the Free Press almost always lose says 
something about the paper’s relationship 
[with Burlingtoniansj. 1 don’t think the 
Free Press' reporting [on my administra- 
tion] has been balanced. Seven Days has 
been pretty fair. It doesn't always come 
at stories with a long or deep view, but I 
think people learn to read what the media 
says with a certain critical awareness. ® 


Dollars and Sense «<*« 

finance case, which he termed "dead on 

He says Sorrell should have told the 
legislature that Vermont is developing 
“a reputation for not only pushing the 
envelope, but for not reading the law, not 
reading the precedents and not thinking 
more carefully about what we’re doing.” 

While not exacdy apples-to-apples, 
documents provided by Sorrell’s office 
lend some context to his office’s success 
rate. In 2011, the attorney general's office 
lost 40 cases, costing the state almost 
$2.2 million in claims. That figure in- 
cludes the $1.8 million pharmaceutical 
company decision. 

On the other side of the ledger, 
Sorrell's office recovered $41 million in 
fiscal year 2010, $38.7 million in 2011 and 
$6.6 million so far this year. Of that, the 
vast majority comes from just one case: 
the historic 1998 settlement between 
four tobacco companies and the attor- 
neys general of almost every state in the 
country. 

Though Sorrell signed Vermont on 


to diat case just four weeks after taking 
office in 1997, it remains the highlight 
of his tenure. He takes credit not only 
for getting the state involved with the 
national law- 
suit, but also 
for insisting 
a small-state 
minimum in 
setdement nego- 
tiations, guaran- 
teeing Vermont a 
larger slice of the 
tobacco pie. 

“I’m proud of 
trying to fight the 
tobacco industry, 
but also in terms 
of significance, 
we bring in right 
now about $35 
million a year 
or so from the 
setdement” 

Sorrell says. 

According to a list provided by the 
attorney general's office, $33.9 million of 
die $38.7 million recovered by Sorrell in 
2011 came from the tobacco settlement. 


Much of the rest also came from national 
lawsuits to which Vermont was party, 
principally involving pharmaceutical 
companies. For instance, the state took 
$1.4 million of 
a $68.5 million 
setdement against 
AstraZeneca 
for die illegal 
marketing of die 
psychiatric drug 
Seroquel, and it 
took $530,000 
of a $41 million 
setdement with 
GlaxoSmithKline 
relating to the 
substandard pro- 
of drugs 
Puerto Rico 
facility. 

Even though 
his office may play 
a marginal role 
in many of diese national cases, Sorrell 
says signing on to them is an important 
part of his job. The more legal talent the 
state contributes, die more it potentially 
stands to gain from the setdement. 


ARE THE INTEREST OF 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
BEING WELL DEFENDED 
BYTHEATTORNEY 
GENERAL'S OFFICE? 


CHERYL HANNA 


“We have to pick and choose because 
we are relatively a very small office,” 
he says. "I think for our size, we have a 
huge place at the table for environmental 
protection, consumer protection and 
anti- trust enforcement.” 

Diamond, the former Vermont attor- 
ney general, agrees. 

”1 think it is part of die role of every 
state attorney general to be aware of 
what investigations are being carried out 
nationally, what setdements are poten- 
tially being offered and whether it affects 
citizens of your particular state," he says. 

When he announced his intention 
to run against Sorrell in die Democratic 
primary, Donovan paid tribute to Sorrell's 
past successes. But not surprisingly, he was 
more interested in talking about die future. 

“I think Bill has done some things 
very well: tobacco, auto emissions,” he 
said. “And while tobacco was die number 
one public health issue when that case 
was setded in the 1990s, and is still a 
public health issue, I think die number 
one public health issue today is prescrip- 
tion-drug abuse. That will be one of my 
priorities as attorney general.” © 
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A New Art Space in Waitsfield Aims to Bring 
Life, and Hope, to a Once-Ravaged Town 


ART 


i 


BY SUMRU TEKIN 



T he new quench artspace in 
Waitsfield has the polished look 
of many urban contemporary 
galleries: cement floors, plenty of 
light and fresh white walls to showcase the 
art At a recent opening reception for its 
inaugural exhibition, visitors are greeted 
by the soft sounds of a jazz co mbo and then 

tesy of Moretown’s fiddleheads 
cuisine. Quench owner peter 
nielsen takes it all in. Just weeks 
ago, he was still cleaning mud 
off die floors — the stubborn 
residue from Tropical Storm 
Irene floodwater, which at its 
peak had reached the ceiling. 

Now the space is pris- 
tine, brought to life widi 
die graffiti-inspired paint- 
ings of Middlesex artist 
GALEN CHENEY; the icono- 
graphic paintings of ALISON 
Goodwin, Nielsen’s wife; 
and Montpelier artist BRIAN 
zeigler's graphic narra- 
tives constructed from 
black-and-white collaged 
drawings. Quench aims 
to showcase the work of 
contemporary visual art- 
ists from Vermont and 
beyond, as well as host 
performances and cre- 
ative projects of all lands. 

But Nielsen has a broader 
vision for Waitsfield: 
to revitalize the flood- 
ravaged town by brand- 
ing die village as an arts 


covered in mud for a week af 
helping her neighbors.” 

Izabel urged her dad to do ; 


interested in opening a gallery in the once- 
flooded space. Abend and his wife, Sydney, 


o "bring Bridge Street back,” he says. Why home to the i 


says. “I have always worked hard to make 
things happen, but all of this is happening 

Things moved quickly after that 
Abend’s only stipulation, says Nielsen, was. 
"Open right away. Don't wait.” 

And so he did. financing the project 
himself "on a shoestring and energy" 


i. The 


ing firm, 
mediaworks, is on the second 
floor of the Quench building. 
Drawn by Waitsfield’s vi- 
brancy and community spirit, 
he launched his company 
at the comer of Main and 
Bridge streets last July. One 
month later, Irene laid waste 
to die commercial heart of 


moved that the 80-year-old Abend suppon 


projec 


rom neighboring businesses, 
offices and other community 
members. Encouraged by 
locals such as rob williams 
of sustainability advocates 
Valley Futures Network and 
joshua Schwartz, executive 
director of the Mad River 
Valley Planning District, 
Nielsen is now seeking grant 
funding and is optimistic that 
the activity generated by the 
arrival of Quench will “shift 
the neighborhood quickly." 

Using his own marketing 
company. Nielsen plans to 
brand the entire neighborhood 
as a “revitalization project and 
■t project” He 




a BHp 


December, according to Nielsen. Activity 
gradually returned with the reconstruc- 
tion of die village and die opening of a 
new clothing and accessories shop. 40RTY 
bridge boutique. Starting a gallery was his 
daughter's idea, izabel nielsem, a Smith 
College studio-art major, was devoted to 
repairing the village. “Her life focused 
on it” Nielsen says. "She worked at die 
now destroyed Green Cup Cafe, and was 


stranger to arti 
He was instrumental in developing First 
Night Montpelier and managing the band 

could haveimagined being the director ofa 
fledgling contemporary art venue, he says, 
let alone becoming a cheerleader for the 
creation of an entire arts district 

Then, in early February, while driving 
back home to Vermont from a business 
trip, Nielsen received a phone call from 
Norman Abend, die owner of the Bridge 
Street building asking if he would be 


was so impassioned about 
the project that he would drive three hours 
to talk about it Still, he was reluctant to set 
up an art venue in a basement "If I consid- 
ered opening a gallery at all, 1 would want 
to do it right," lie says. 

Abend had a simple response, accord- 
ing to Nielsen: “You need to do it to save 
Bridge Street" 

“How could I say no to that?" he asks. 
Reflectingon die confluence of events and 
diat changed his mind, Nielsen 


tial to become an arts district 
because of existing cultural 
venues, such as architect dave 
sellers' Madsonian Museum 
of Industrial Design across the 

Nielsen and friends are using 
a Kickstartcr campaign to raise 
$10,000 to fund ftiture Quench 
projects, among them a fashion 
show with jewelry designer sheri 
deflavio. owner of 4orty Bridge 

For now. Quench is a family 
affair: Izabel Nielsen will advise 
her dad on the contemporary art 
scene, and Goodwin will continue 
to have a presence in die gallery. Nielsen 

community to contact Quench about 
showing their work, or with any other 
ideas. "We want to give people the con- 
fidence to diink [and] aspire out of the 
box." he says. “We sec Quench as a place 
for things to happen." © 
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SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 

It takes a special kind of irreverence to paint a portrait of Osama bin Laden 
in warm and inviting pink and gold hues. And it takes a wicked sense of 
humor to name that portrait 'Funny Face.' 

daisy Rockwell did both. And bin Laden isn't the only terrorist the New 
Hampshire artist has painted since September 11, 2001. She recreated 
a photo of terrorist suspect Mohamed Mahmood Alessa embracing h is 
beloved cat, Tuna Princess, on a pillow-strewn bed. She also painted Aafia 
Siddiqui, known as "Lady Al Qaeda," smiling demurely in her graduation 
gown and clutching a bouquet of red flowers. 

They're all part of a series of portraits — as well as essays and 
commentary Rockwell has contributed over the years to the blog Chapati 
Mystery under a pseudonym — that appear in her new book The Little 
Book of Terror. Rockwell — granddaughter of Norman — will sign copies at 
a release party on March 30 at the main street 
museum in White River Junction. 

Bin Laden was the first terrorist 
Rockwell painted. She says the image 
of his face had become a kin d of ici 
for evil, something Rockwell was 
interested in deconstructing. 

"He's the one bad guy. the focus 
of everybody's i re,' she says. 

T felt like, / wonder who this 
person is." 

The images Rockwell 
paints come directly from 
real, often humanizing, 
photos she digs up online. 

'Almostall ofthepictures 
we initially get in the 
newspaper or on the TV are 
taken from these people's 
passports or their drivers' 
licenses,' she says. "They're 
usually staring kind of angrily 
at the camera." 

But terrorists aren’t so scary 
when they're cuddling with 
their cats. And since the war on 
terror is, by definition, 'a war on an 
emotion,' Rockwell says, dismantling 
that fear factor is crucial. 

The writers and commenters on Glenn 
Beck's website, the Blaze, see it differently. Earlier 
this month, when the right-wing blogosphere caught 
wind of a CNN artideabout Rockwell's new book, they quickly 
branded her a terrorist sympathizer. 

'Daisy Rockwell isn't necessarily following in her grandfather's footsteps." 
the Blaze post begins. 

On one level. Rockwell agrees — Norman Rockwell's early paintings of 
quaint American life are a striking contrast to Daisy's images of religious 
extremists. But thereare similarities, too. Especially if you look at some of 
her grandfather's later paintings, such as "The Problem We All Live With,' 
in which a 6-year-old African American girl named Ruby Bridges makes her 
way calmly into an all-white New Orleans school in 1960. 

'I’m interested in the Zeitgeist" says Rockwell.'! paint portraits. In some 
way. I'm being a dutiful little offspring.' © 

MEGAN JAMES 

THE LITTLE BOOK OF TERROR 

Written by Daisy Rockwell, published by Foxhead Books. Available at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble and foxheadbooks.com. Book signing at the Main 
Street Museum in White River Junction on Friday, March 30, at 6 p.m. Free. 
Watch the book trailer youtube.com/watch 7v=VcYWD6pOYLc 
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French Horn Players Congregate 
— and Geek Out — in Plattsburgh 


BY AMY LILLY 

F or one year during high school, I 
played the French horn. Or tried 
to. The instrument, I learned, is 
nearly impossible to play. The lip 
tension, the palate shape, the placement of 
the hand in the bell and a slew of other fac- 
tors must be j ust right before one produces 
a single note. And the notes that do come 
out are so often flubbed that the classical 
world has a name for them: "clams.” 

But in the hands of a master horn player 
the instrument can produce one of the 
most beautiful sounds in the orchestra: 
mellow, warm, arrestingly pure. And few 
pieces of classical music give more plea- 
sure than Mozart's four horn concertos, 
the core of the horn repertoire. 

So the news that the regional northeast 
horn workshop was coming to the State 
University of New York at Plattsburgh this 
year piqued my interest 

'There’s a certain personality that's 
drawn to the horn in the first place,” ann 
Ellsworth, co-host of the conference with 
Donna Yoo. admitted with a laugh before 
the event which took place last weekend. 
“We're not like trumpet players, who tend 
to be ultracompetitive. Horn players have 
always been very collegial because we all 
struggle with this instrument. It's basically 
designed to humiliate us." 

Nearly 90 mosdy amateur adult horn 
players attended what Ellsworth, who 
teaches at the Plattsburgh and Stony 
Brook SUNYs and New York University, 
forewarned was "a total horn geek-out” 


The schedule included a mass "horn 
choir” open to all registrants. There were 
lectures on the natural horn - a progeni- 
tor of the modern instrument direct from 
the English hunt - cadenza improv classes 
and master classes. 

A Saturday afternoon concert feat 
works by 20th-century horn 
Verne Reynolds concluded 
premiere of a work by a 
inspired: Montpelier composer 
horn player lyoia busler-blais 


starlight horn 
duo, is a heady, 
adventur- 

whose 
third 

ment calls for mul- 
tiphonics - that is, 
producing horn and vocal 
sounds at once. As if horn 
players needed an additional 
challenge. 

There were also plenty 
of opportunities to brush 


shoulders with the four horn players of 
Genghis Barbie. The 2-year-old, Spandex- 
and-heels-clad quartet from New York 
bills itself as "the leading post post- femi- 
nist feminist all-female horn experience.” 
Though not because it needs to stand out 
in a crowded horn-quartet scene. 

“In fact, I know hardly any,” admit- 
ted the oldest Barbie, 30-year-old Rachel 
Drehmann, aka Attila the Horn. The 


“America's Got Talent" and special- 

own arrangements. Vendors of 
recondite horn gear on Saturday were 
selling Genghis Barbie signature 
colored-enamel bell flares ($950). 
While I couldn't stay for the 
Barbies’ Saturday night concert 
— an all-pop affair that included 
a new Beyonce song and a piece 
drum - 1 did 
another perfor- 
The highlight 
the conference, from 

Vermont's 

BURLINGTON 
ORCHESTRA. 

She arranged for the 
BCO to be available 
for hire by Mozart 
horn concerto play- 
ers who wanted to 
experience perform- 
ing with a professional 
orchestra. 

time and money on gear 
and lessons,” explained 
Ellsworth, that players 


deserve a chance to shine. “I remember the 
first time I tried it; I was flying” she said. 
“I'd never sounded so good before.” 

Five individuals spent $350 each for a 
10-minute session with the BCO - enough 

from that morning - both Ellsworth’s 
students, though she was not a judge. “At 
other horn conferences I’ve been to. win- 
ners get sheet music.” Ellsworth noted. 

The high-school- level winner was 
Vermonter LEE CYPHERS, 13, who is the 
principal horn of the Vermont youth 
orchestra. Swinging her long blond curls 
out of the way. Cyphers produced a prom- 
isingly mature sound despite numerous, 
and expected, clams. 

BCO members KATE OPREA. an oboist 

with the experience — a first for the 
chamber group On the ferry ride back to 
Vermont, they sighed with relief that their 
sole hour of rehearsal with a brand-new 
conductor — Yale professor and homist 
William Purvis — hadn't spelled disaster. 
Clearly demanding of themselves, they 
were willing to cut horn players a lot more 

Tve heard [clams] coming out of the 
best horn players,” commented Gibson, 
who also plays with the Vermont symphony 
orchestra. "You forgive the foibles more 
often.” @ 



CROSSING BORDERS 

Vermont filmmaker jay craven describes his latest 
project as ‘a bit like a barn raising.’ 

Instead of going the traditional route of seeking 
deep-pocketed investors for Northern Borders — his 
fourth film adaptation of a Howard frank mosher 
novel — Craven isconducting'outreach to hundreds 
of people who will participate in one way or another.’ 
he says in a phone interview. 

Craven has drawn support from marlboro 
college, where he teaches, and local businesses. 

He’s recruited students from 11 colleges to spend a 
semester at Marlboro working on the production. 
He's secured the donation of an Arriflex high- 
end digital camera. Now, as the five-week shoot 
approaches, Craven is planning two April fundraisers 
to give the public a chance to contribute, too, to this 
quintessential ly Vermont production. 

Craven says his new production model, which 
’combines independent filmmaking with intensive 
education,* is 'a bigger producing job, because it 
requires squeezing every element of the budget.' 


But the traditional investment model has proved 
itself "not a viable form of financing - for projects like 
this, he notes. 

Though the film's budget is small — Screen 
Actors' Guild regulations keep it under $500,000— 
its stars are recognizable. Bruce Dern and Genevieve 
Bujold will play hardscrabble farming couple Austen 
and Abiah Kittredge. roles that Paul Newman 
and Joanne Woodward once hoped to play. Local 
performers include fami liar faces such as rusty 
dewees and john kieoaisch — plus Irene shamas, a 
Putney 16-year-old making her film debut. 

The story’s protagonist is the couple's young grandson, 
who Tinds himself somewhat marooned in the Kingdom 
with his grandparents," Craven says. The boys coming- 
of-age involves solving the mysteries of theircombative 
relationship, described as the "Forty Years' War.’ 

Craven, who wrote the script — with input from 
his student apprentices— says the story has ’a lot 
of parallels to my own life.’ Of all Mosher's works, 
he says, This is the most intimate in terms of 
relationships... In some ways I think its also Mosher's 
funniest story.’ 


Before he embarked on this project Craven 
had planned a film adaptation of Judgment Ridge, 
a nonfiction account of the 2001 murders of 
Dartmouth professors Half and Susanne Zantop by 
two Vermont teenagers. But community reactions 
showed him, he says, that ’it's really too early to tell 
that story in Vermont as a Vermont filmmaker.’ 

By contrast Northern Borders aroused strong 
local enth usiasm even before the script was written, 
Craven says. InMarlboro, Guilford and other nearby 
communities, where they'll start shooting this 
Wednesday, he and his cast and crew are sure to find 
a warm reception. 

MARGOT HARRISON 


Northern Borders public fundraising events with Jay 
Craven, Bruce Dem, Howard Frank Mosher. Tuesday. 
April 3, 6-8 p.m. at the Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center; and Monday, April 9, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Main 
Street Landing Performing Arts Center, Burlington. 
For information on attending, contact Linda Little at 




NOVEL GRAPHICS FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUD I ES 



= THE STRAIGHT DOPE cecil aoams 


i 



and eventually making those 
below better off 

Jolin Kenneth Galbraitli cyni- 
cally referred to this as the “horse 
and sparrow" theory; “If you feed 
the horse enough oats, some will 
pass through to the road for the 
sparrows." But there’s some sense 
to it Income taxes when Reagan 

top-bracket rate was 70 percent 
Few actually paid it of course. Over 
die years the wealthy had gamed 
die system to create a seamy mess 
of loopholes to avoid taxation. 

n Is there something you need to g 


flatter and more transparent than 

But Reagan didn't change the 
other side of the big-government 
equatioa In his influential 
1981 book Wealth and Poverty, 
George Gilder argued diat tax 
cuts needed to be balanced with 
public spending cuts. Reagan 
skipped that part He cutback on 
social programs but cranked the 
defense budget The excuse was 
the infamous Lafler Curve, the 
brainchild of economist Arthur 
Laffer, who reputedly sketched it 




s at the Chicago Reader. 


Magic? No, the start of the 
con. Reagan's first budget di- 
rector, David Stockman, later 
admitted to journalist William 
Greidcr that he pushed through 
the 1981 tax cuts knowing full 
well they would lead to massive 
federal budget deficits. He hoped 
this would keep Congress from 
spending on domestic programs. 

How did this bastardized ver- 
sion of trickle-down economics 
work out for those on the bottom 
economic rung? On the face of it, 
not too well. Reagan took office 
with a 7.5 percent unemployment 
rate. By September 1982 it had 


poorest fifth of the country rose 
by a paltry 9 percent, while that 
of the richest fifth rose by 69 
percent. Over roughly the same 
period, CEO pay rose by about 
500 percent 

That's not the con, though. 
The real cause of growing U.S. 
income disparity isn’t tax policy 
but globalization. What with 
competition from China and 
other low-wage countries, U.S. 
workers are in no position to 
demand better pay. It’s the crowd 
whose skills can't be easily out- 
sourced, known os the creative 
class if you’re part of it or the 1 
percent ifyou’re not, that’s made 
off with most of the enormous 


increase in wealth of the past 30 

Which brings us to the con. A 
string of millionaire candidates 
for public office has duped a 
good chunk of the electorate into 
thinking the way to create jobs 
and otherwise solve the prob- 
lems of the middle class is to cut 
the taxes of the wealthy. That's 
absurd. If the massive tax cuts of 
the Reagan era didn't do the aver- 
age worker much good, trimming 

won’t What it will do is leave 
more money in the pockets of the 
comfortably affluent. 

Why does this self-serving 
argument fly? Because too many 
Americans don't get where they 
stand in the scheme of things. 
The U.S. has one of the most 
unequal distributions of income 
in the developed world - we're 
closer to Latin America in that 
respect than to Europe — and 
perilously low economic mobil- 
ity. But much of the country’s 
workforce believes it’s either al- 
ready in the overtaxed bourgeoi- 
sie or on its way there. The top 
10 percent of filers shoulder most 
of the income tax burden (about 
70 percent in 2009). For a typical 
U.S. wage-earner to worry about 
sharing in this plight is border 
line delusional. 

Don't misunderstand. Keeping 
taxes at a moderate level is a 
good thing Arthur Lafler makes 
the legitimate point that in 1925, 
1965 and 1985, cutting taxes from 
very high levels to more reason- 
able ones caused die economy to 

But know this; While cutting 
taxes sometimes may help the 
country as a whole, if you’re like 
most people, it probably won’t 
help you. 
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Taking a Knee for Love 


O n a gray afternoon, I pulled into 
the driveway of a regular cus- 
tomer in the airport neighbor- 
hood of South Burlington. Kenny 
was outside waiting for me and jumped 
into the front seat As I backed out, we both 
noticed a woman standing on the sidewalk 
waiting for the bus. “She looks real cold,” 
Kenny said. "Why dont cha take her. too?” 

That sentiment was totally in character 
for Kenny, a man I’ve been driving for IS 
years. He's always ready to help out a friend 
or stranger. I had no doubthe'd offertopick 
up her taxi fare if it came down to it. 

Easing up to the curb where the woman 
stood, I lowered Kenny’s window and 
asked her, "We’re headed downtown - you 
wanna lift? It's on the house." 

“Well, thanks so much,” she replied with 
a smile. ‘1 need to catch the Shelburne bus 
at Cherry Street Do you think you could 
drop me there?” 

On the ride into town, Kenny and the 
woman chatted. Her name was Dawn- 
Marie. and the two of them knew each 
other slightly from the neighborhood. 
She was petite, with an aquiline nose and 
dark, doleful eyes. Unlike many women, 
who cut their hair shorter as they age, 
Dawn-Marie had kept hers long. Parted in 
the middle and tumbling onto her shoul- 
ders, tlie black locks attractively framed 

After dropping Kenny off at Esox on 
Main Street, I asked Dawn-Marie, "Exactly 
where in Shelburne are ya headed?” 

"I need to get to the Mobil station right 
in the village. I just had a new alternator 
put in.” 

"Ill tell you what — ifyou want, I’ll take 
you all the way there for eight bucks, tip in- 
cluded.” This was about half price; inspired 


by Kenny, I wanted to continue helping this 
lady out. 

"Really, just $8?” she said. "That would 
be great” 

As we cruised south on Shelburne Road. 
I said, “Cars are a pain in the ass, aren't 
they? If it’s not one thing, it’s another. I just 
put about $500 into my cab yesterday.” 

“I’ll say,” Dawn-Marie replied. “I can 
barely afford it either.” 

"What are you doing for work?” 

"Nothing now. I had to quit my job a 
couple of months ago.” 

“Well, that's rough," I said. “What pre- 
cipitated that?” 

I watched in the rearview mirror as 
my customer hesitated. In the awkward 
moment. I realized my question was a bit 
forward. If I'd been paying closer attention, 
her phrasing “ had to quit my job," would 
have been a red Sag Clearly, I have yet to 
master locating the line between friendli- 
ness and nosiness. The delicate and dicey 
thing about human communication is. you 
can never truly take anything back. So it's 
best to think before you speak. 

"I was having weakness in my joints," she 
said. "Last fall I was diagnosed with MS.” 

“My goodness,” 1 said. “I’m sorry. That 
is something." 

"Yeah, it changes a lot of things, and 
really quickly." 

"Do you have family or friends you can 

“I have two sons. One’s 13 and one’s 20, 
and they've both been great. I've got friends 
who are there for me, too. My boyfriend, 
unfortunately, has been another story. He's 
having a hard time since I’ve ’changed,’ as 
he puts it We've been through a lot We had 
a miscarriage about a year ago. Heb had a 
lot to deal with. I do get that.” 


I was thinking what a creep she had for 
a partner, and that she was being too easy 
on him. But who knows how I would act 
faced with a similar challenge? It's so easy 
to judge. 

'The main tiring now," Dawn-Marie 
continued, “is that I’ve gat to be around 
supportive people. In my new life, that’s all 
I have room for." 

Later that night, as I sat idling on the 
corner of Church and Maia I found myself 
still thinking about Dawn-Marie. Life is so 
tentative, so fragile — 

to bury that reality for 
the sake of our psychic 
health. It's kind of de- 
pressing. I thought, the 
way everything we hold 
near and dear can be 
swept away in the bl ink 
of an eye. Sometimes I 
feel it's not a question 
of if the tsunami will 
arrive, but when. 

Mired in melan- 

handsome couple walking up to the corner 
and coming to a stop. The man was tall and 
well built, and die woman - a stunner - 
was wearing a full-length, camel-colored 
woolen coat her thick blond mane tucked 
inside the collar. From where I sat I could 

his eyes shining with love as he spoke to 

They kissed — pretty passionately, I 
thought given the public setting - and 
talked a litde more before smooching a few 
more times. Then die man slid down to one 
knee, pulled a small box from his jacket 
pocket and looked up at the woman to ask 


heraquestion. She brought her hand to her 
mouth and nodded vigorously. He rose, and 
they kissed and embraced again. 

The pair was suddenly surrounded by 
more dian a dozen people - some old, some 
young, including kids, one of whom was 
operating a video camera. They seemed to 
materialize out of nowhere. I lowered the 
passenger window in time to hear an older 
man in the group ask the proposal maker - 
his son? - “Well, what did she say?" 

“She said, ’yes’!" he replied, and the 
pack exploded in 
cheers and laughter. 
There was much hug- 
ging all around, and all 
the females wanted to 
seethe ring. 

As the jubilant 
group began to mosey 
up Church Street, I 
noticed a few in the 
party pausing to look 
down and smile at a 
particular spot on the 
sidewalk. When they 
had all gone, I got out 
of the cab and walked over. Drawn in rose- 
colored chalk was a big heart with the in- 
scription “A * S." 

Tsunamis come and go; earthquakes, 
too. And yet, somehow, the world never 
lacks for optimism and joy. “Good luck, A 
and S,” I whispered in the night, "and don’t 
stop believing.” © 
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Some Vermont 
“power couples” 

find conflicts 
of interest 
come with 
the territory 


w 


hen I slatted dating Tim Ashe nearly a decade ago, later, Zusman announced that his media company had 
I never dreamed we'd be in a disclosure statement its own conflict- Judge Ellen Rosenblum, who is married 
together. I'm talking about the by-now-familiar to Zusman's partner, Richard Meeker, was running for 
I disclaimer that often appears in Seven Days, attorney general. Zusman made the tough decision that 
variations of which have cropped up in columns and news Willamette Week would notbecoveringthe race or making 


e he first ran for Burlington City Council i 
2004: “Tim Ashe is die domestic partner of Seven Days 
publisher and coeditor Paula Routly." 

“It’s complicated" doesn't begin to describe the 
potentially problematic relationship between a politician 
and a journalist. 


i endorsement. 

Such confessions are necessary in die media business: 
Readers areentided to know of any potential conflicts diat 
might alter or slant coverage billed as “objective.” 

But plenty of odier Vermont couples who are similarly 
positioned to imperil the public trust aren't ethically 


“The edict has always been that you cant have a reporter obligated to reveal diemselves. Different last m 
covering a lover," St Michael's College journalism prof same-sex relationships make it that much harder to figure 

:e where six degrees of 


ith whom in 
likely to be 01 

Our editorial team decided to compile a list of dynamic 
whose respective jobs could create conflicts of 
interest with public policy 
ramifications. It was easy 


who shared a business 
endeavor — Burton 
Snowboards founders Jake 


David Mindich suggested in an email after Tim, a state out who 
senator, entered the Burlington mayor's race last fall. “As separation 
Abe Rosenthal famously said after firing a reporter who 
was dating a politician on her beat: 'I don’t care if you fuck 
elephants as long as you're 

not covering the circus.'” « -> • 144 ramincaoons. it was easy 

My relationship with It) S COIIIDIIC clt)0 Ci to think of "power couples" 
Tim is considerably less who shared a business 

acrobatic, bo, i, ■ indeed doesn’t begin to describe 

a balancing act. We 

approach current events the potentially problematic and Donna Carpenter, 
from opposite directions . i • i publishers Margo and 

- he's legislating, I'm relationship DetWeeil Baldwin, Democrat 

analyzing — but our worlds , . . , fundraisers Bill and Jane 

intersect in late-night 3. pOlltlClcHl cUlCl cl JOlH'IlcliiSt. Stetson, to name a few. But 
discussions about such they didn't fit the bill, 

things as tax-increment Nor did partnerships 

financing and health care reform. Then we turn on “The that qualified as high profile but not potentially 
Colbert Report" problematic: WCAX anchor Darren Perron and Vermont 

But there are some tilings we simply can't tell each CARES executive director Peter Jacobsen; public-access- 
other. When Seven Days is pursuing a hot story, Tim finds television pioneer Lauren- Glenn Davitian and radio-talk- 
out when he reads it in that week’s paper. If he has a great show host Mark Johnson; Vermont Supreme Court Justice 


didn't work here at all. With a litde help from various sources, we came up 

Still, the arrangement worked just fine until he decided with a list of seven couples who met our criteria. Four of 
to run for mayor, and went from being one of 30 senators them agreed to be interviewed — they're the ones with the 
who occasionally popped up in Fair Game to a candidate photographs in this article. The odier people we contacted 
in one of the most-watched races in Vermont. outright refused, were overruled by a spouse or never 

I responded to the news by taking myself out of it All called back. So we kept brainstorming. In the end, we 
of a sudden, Seven Days reporters were huddling without decided to include five publicity-shy couples, too, one of 
me. Nor was I welcome at home, where the Tim Ashe which contains Mr. Transparency, Secretary of State Jim 
for Mayor campaign was strategizing several nights a Condos. After all, their relationships are public knowledge; 


"Take a long sail for a long time" was one of the 
suggestions I got from Mark Zusman, the editor and co- 
owner of Willamette Week in Portland, Ore. Three months 


One final disclosure None of the couples mentioned in 
this article is pictured on thecover of this weekk Seven Days. 

PAULA ROUTLY 



Jennifer and 
John Hollar 

He’s the newly elected mayor of 
Montpelier. She’s the deputy commis- 
sioner of the Department of Economic, 
Housing and Community Development, 
which annually awards more than $10 
million in grants to Vermont cities 
and towns for housing, land-use plan- 
ning and economic development. The 
couple met through mutual friends 
on Capitol Hill, where John worked 
for then-Rep. Mike Synar from John’s 
native Oklahoma, and Jen worked 
for an offshoot of the National League 
of Cities. 

Before landing their current jobs, the 
Hollars spent more than two decades to- 
gether shapingpublic policy as statehouse 
lobbyists with the firm of Downs Rachlin 
Martin. Over the years, their list of clients 
has read like a veritable who's who of 
corporate heavyweights doing business in 
the Green Mountain State: IBM, Verizon, 
FairPoint Communications, Central 
Vermont Public Service, Green Mountain 
Power, Bank of America, TransCanada, 
American Insurance Association, Pfizer, 
GlaxoSmithKline, MVP Health Plan 
and Entergy Nuclear, to name just a few. 
The list includes some warm-and-fuzzy 
names, too, such as United Children’s 



Services, die American Cancer Society 
and tile YMCA. 

Despite die potential for conflict of 
interest, the Hollars seem at ease navi- 
gating die tricky waters of dieir current 
occupations. As Jen points out, John’s 
code of ethics as a lawyer “makes those 
lines that much brighter." 

As for Jen's work with the Shumlin 
administration, if an instance arises 
where the city of Montpelier is applying 
for a grant administered by her agency, 
she will recuse herself from die process, 
shesays. 

That said, John still plans to rely on 
Jen’s informal counsel when he’s wres- 
ding with one of Montpelier’s thornier 
municipal messes. 

“It may sound a little cliche, but Jen 
is my closest advisor," John says. “So 
when I have a very difficult problem. 
I'll always talk to her about it" 

Not to suggest that sticky situations 
haven’t already come up. For example, 
since Jen was appointed deputy com- 
mish in January 2011, John’s firm has 
been approached by a potential client 
to lobby in the legislature on its behalf. 
Aldiough the client, whom John 
wouldn't name, doesn't necessarily 
deal with Jen's arm of state govern- 
ment, he says that "In diat world, 
where we would have been dealing 


widi the same issues but different loy- 
alties, it just seemed loo close. So we 
declined to take diat client." 

Have you set formal ground rules 
for what you will or won't discuss 
when you're both off the clock? 

"Obviously, [after] a quarter-century 
together, we know each other and 
have our own set of rules and an un- 
derstanding” says John. “But we don't 
need to spell out a lot” 

How about when your kids were 
younger and you were both 
lobbyists? 

“By eight o’clock, we were done,” 
John recalls. “It was partly out of 
just wanting to be good parents, 
because we could end up talking 
politics all night and ignore the kids.” 
Adds Jen, “They're not always as inter- 

Has anyone ever talked to one of 
you about the other and not real- 
ized you were a couple? 

“No,” says Jen. “There aren't too many 
Hollars around.” 

KEN PICARO 


Elizabeth 
and Eric Miller 

Elizabeth and Eric Miller have been 
moving in Burlington's legal and po- 
litical circles for years. But the pair 
drew public scrutiny for the first 
time last fall when Sen. Vince Illuzzi 
(R-Essex/Orleans) took issue with 
theirroles in the acquisition of Central 
Vermont Public Service by Gaz 
Metro, die parent company of Green 
Mountain Power. As commissioner 
of the Department of Public Service, 
Elizabeth Miller would play a key 
role in crafting the state's response to 
the merger, Illuzzi argued, while her 
husband's firm - Sheehey Furlong & 
Behm — represented Gaz Metro. 

In response to Illuzzi's arguments, 
the state hired Michael Dworkin, a 
former chairman of the Public Service 
Board, to file independent testimony 
on the most controversial component 
of the deal: the governance of the 
state’s electric transmission utility, 
Vermont Electric Power Company 
(VELCO), which is owned by the 
power companies. Responding to the 
perception that her department was 
too close to the utility companies, 
Elizabeth Miller said in January, “You 
will find significant disagreements 
between the department and die utili- 
ties." according to VTDigger.org. 


Jim Condos 
and Annie Noonan 

Jim Condos and Annie Noonan 
were already big deals in Montpelier 
political circles before the 2010 elec- 
tion made them both really big deals. 
Condos was elected secretary of state 
that November after years as a state 
senator representing Chittenden 
County. Not long after that, Noonan, 
the longtime director of the Vermont 
State Employees Association, was 
named commissioner of labor by 
newly elected Gov. Peter Shumlin. 
The coupling created a domestic- 
nexus between two independendy 
elected branches of state government. 
Noonan is a key member of Shumlin's 
cabinet, and Condos oversees elec- 
tion laws — the ones that will apply to 
Noonan’s boss in this year’s reelection 
campaign. 

That might actually be less diorny 
than their situation years ago, when 
Noonan was lobbying for the state 
employees union and Condos chaired 
the Senate Government Operations 
Committee, which has sway over 
government regulations. Before that, 


even trickier was Noonan’s marriage 
to Timothy Noonan, who directed the 
state’s Labor Relations Board while 
Annie was head of the VSEA - a fre- 
quent party to complaints before her 
husband's investigative board. Not 
easy relationships to navigate, but 
dien, labors of love rarely are. 

ANDY BROMAGE 

Anthony Iarrapino 
and Joslyn Wilschek 

Who says that the law is a jealous 
mistress? Not Anthony Iarrapino and 
Joslyn Wilschek, Montpelier residents 
and up-and-coming lawyers in two of 
Vermont’s most hotly contested fields: 
energy and the environment. He's a 
staff attorney for the Conservation 
Law Foundation widi a specialty in 
water and forest protection. She’s 
an attorney and shareholder with 
Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer, 
where she focuses in part on public- 
utility law and shepherds public and 
private clients through die state's pro- 
cess lor obtaining utility and energy 
project permits. 

On at least one occasion, 
Iarrapino 's and Wflsdiek’s respective 
employers have found diemselves on 
different sides of an issue. CLF op- 
posed VELCO’s proposed Northwest 
Reliability Project, a transmission 
upgrade diat stretched from West 
Rutland to New Haven. Wilschek’s 
firm represented VELCO, and 
Wilschek worked briefly on a plan- 
ning docket for the Public Service 
Board. Iarrapino didn't work directly S 
on the case: in fact, most PSB proceed- § 
tags are handled by another lawyer at 5 
CLF. % 

Occasionally, professional matters 8 
have paved the way for cooperation 
between die spouses: When neighbors 
concerned about Act 250 proposals 
called CLF for help, Iarrapino — with o 
full disclosure — would sometimes 
refer the calls to Wilschek and a hand- jjj 
fill of odier private attorneys more £ 
suited to the case. 

So far, though, Iarrapino says the 
ample hasn’t encountered a conflict 
of interest in the true, legal definition £ 
of the term — which, of course, is the S 
one diat matters to a pair of attorneys, g 
“I'm glad that we haven't had to con- 3 
front diat issue," he says. “Whether 
or not it's a legal conflict of interest, I 
think it would make for a difficult situ- 
ation at home. We just haven’t had to 
deal widi that” ,, 
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DOUBLE TROUBLE? 
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Clare Buckley 
and Michael 
Obuchowski 

For the first IS years of their 
relationship, Clare Buckley had 
to disclose any gifts she gave 
her boyfriend, Michael “Obie" 
Obuchowski, in excess of $5 - and 
then, when the law changed, $15. 

“We just decided early on we 
weren’t going to disclose our lives 
to the secretary of state’s office, so 
I would just not givehim anything 
worth more than that,” she says. 
“You become very creative when 
you have that limit." 

But because Buckley was the 
lobbyist — she’s a partner at KSE 
Partners — and Obuchowski was 
die lawmaker — he represented 
Bellows Falls in the legislature for 
38 years, six of diem as Speaker 
of the House - he could give 
her gifts of any value without 
disclosure. 

“That sort of put me on die 
short end of the stick,” he recalls. 

The pair finally tied the knot 
in July 2010 and are now the busy 
parents of 16-month-old twins. 
Jack and Norah. “They're the real 
power couple,” Obie says. 

Obuchowsld's job lias also 
changed. In December 2010, he 
was appointed commissioner of 
die Department of Buildings and 
General Services — a position that 
became a lot more complicated 
when Tropical Storm Irene ren- 
dered much of the 50-buildings 
state office complex in Waterbury 
unusable. 


As Obuchowski led the 
Shumlin administration's delib- 
erations over whether to relocate 
1500 displaced state workers 
elsewhere in the state for good, 
the town of Waterbury hired 
Buckley’s firm to lobby lawmak- 
ers to keep the workers where 
they were. But, according to 
Buckley, she has had nothing to 
do widi that particular issue. 

Vermont’s a 
small state. 

You can’t 
help who 
you fall in 
love with. 

MICHAEL 

OBUCHOWSKI 

“The firm does represent 
Waterbury, and obviously 
Waterbury is a very interested 
party to what’s happening, but 
I 'm not working on th at at all,” she 
says. “The people of Waterbury 
wouldn’t even know who I am.” 

Buckley and Obuchowski say 
they avoid conflicts of interest 
simply by refraining from bring- 
ing work home. 

“He never talks to me about 
his work. Ever," Buckley says. “I 
know what he’s doing from the 
newspaper or TV.” 

According to her husband, “I 


work hard and put so many hours 
into the work side of my life that, 
when I’m separate from that, I 
like to escape it." 

After 15 years of living an hour 
and a half away from each 
other, what's it like finally to 
live under the same roof in 
Montpelier? 

“For me, obviously, with the 
twins, I don't know how I would 
do it if I was by myself" Buckley 
says. “You just need two people 
on die weekend, even if you want 
to go out to the grocery store. It’s 
definitely very nice for us to be in 
the same place.” 

Is it difficult for a lobbyist 
and commissioner to coexist 
without conflicts? 

“Vermont’s a small state,” 
Obuchowski says. “You can’t help 
who you fall in love with, and you 
just sort of find yourself in these 
situations, and you have to deal 
widi it as respectfully as you can." 

Are Jack and Norah sporting 
facial hair like their famously 
mustachioed father? 

“That’s what everybody asks me," 
Buckley says. “Everybody says 
that on our Christmas card we 
should give them mustaches. Not 
quite yet. At 16 months, you don’t 
quite get facial hair." 

PAUL HEINTZ 


Tasha Wallis 
and Kevin Goddard 

How’s this for pillow talk? Health care reform! That 
complex topic may be near and dear to one powerful 
Vermont couple: Morristown residents Tasha Wallis 
and Kevin Goddard. Former journalist Goddard 
is No. 2 in command at Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Vermont, the state’s largest healdi insurer, where 
he is ensconced as die vice president of external 
affairs. Wallis, meanwhile, has headed the Vermont 
Retail Association (VRA) since 2007. Previously, 
she served a long tour of duty in state government, 
first as former governor Howard Dean’s policy advi- 
sor and commissioner of labor and industry, then 
ns commissioner of buildings and general services 
under governor Jim Douglas. 

Both have spent plenty of time at die Statehouse 
over the years — though Wallis and Goddard didn't 
meet until an encounter at a governor’s ball When 
diey're not wading into state policy and regulation, the 
couple have a side gig: a joint photography business. 

Both die small business community — which 
Wallis represents - and BCBSVT are scrambling to 
make sense of what health care reform will mean 
for Vermont The insurance company has angled 
for a seat in the debate, positioning itself as a non- 
profit with experience and wisdom to offer as die 
legislature hashes out health care exchange regula- 
tions. BCBSVT already has a vote of support from 
one corner. “Other health plans come and go, but 
for decades Blue Cross Blue Shield of Vermont has 
remained the gold standard for secure, high-quality 
health plans,” the VRA website reads. “Thanks to 
VRA's special relationship with Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Vermont, we offer members competitive 
premium rates, access to all desirable benefits, and 
superior customer service.” 

KATHRYN FLAGG 


Dennise Casey 

and Neale Lunderville 

Love blossoms in the most unlikely places — some- 
times even in the governor’s office on die fifth floor 
of the Pavilion Building. For years, Dennise Casey 
and Neale Lunderville dated while working side by 
side for former governor Jim Douglas. She managed 
Douglas' 2008 reelection campaign and served as 
the gov’s communications director and deputy chief 
of staff. Lunderville ran Douglas' 2002 and 2004 
campaigns and held three cabinet positions, includ- 
ing the all-powerful Secretary of Administration 
post. 

The two are still a couple, but are no longer 
colleagues. Casey left Douglas' office to direct the 
Republican Governors Association’s New England 
ad buys during the 2010 election cycle; these days, 
she runs her own political consulting shop in Soudi 
Burlington. Lunderville took a job with Green 
Mountain Power, though he briefly reentered state 
government last fall, when Gov. Peter Shumlin 
tasked him with directing Tropical Storm Irene 
recovery efforts. 

PAUL HEINTZ 


Sandy and John Dooley 

He's a Vermont Supreme Court 
justice. She’s a South Burlington 
city councilor. Together. Sandy and 
John Dooley have probably navigated 
more potential conflicts of interest 
than virtually any other couple in 
Vermont - and have often done so in 
the public eye. 

Case in point: In November 2005, 
John became the first supreme court 
justice in anyone’s memory to appear 
as a litigant in his own courtroom. The 
case involved the Dooleys’ decades-long 
fight to slop a development that would 
have obstructed their view of the Green 
Mountains. Because of the Dooleys' 
involvement, all five justices bowed out 


involving a Franklin County judge whose 
wife chaired a local right-to-life com- 
mittee. The judge, who was scheduled 
to hear an abortion-related case, faced 
similar criticisms and calls for his recu- 
sal. Fortunately. Sandy says, Vermont’s 
Judicial Ethics Committee determined 
that neither spouse’s political activities 
were sufficient to force their respective 
judicial spouses to step aside. 

"It articulated the independence of 
spouses to have different roles,” Sandy 
says. “I would have hated to have felt I 
had to abstain from the nomination. But 
I also would have hated for John to have 
to recuse himself from one of the most 
important decisions the court ever had 



and allowed the case to be heard by a 
panel of replacement judges. 

That wasn't even the first public con- 
flict of interest with which the couple 
wrestled. In 1999, thesupreme court was 
scheduled to hear Baker v. Vermont, the 
landmark case that established the right 
of same-sex couples in Vermont to join 
in civil unions. 

At the time, Sandy was serving on the 
Vermont Commission on Women, which 
had nominated die plaintiffs in die Baker 
case for a regional award - and Sandy had 
voted in favor of the nomination. As Sandy 
recalls, she had flown to Vancouver, B.C, 
to join John, who was there attending a 
convention. While they were away, some- 
body from an anti-same-sex-marriage 
group learned of Sandyls vote and de- 
manded John’s recusal from the case. The 
couple returned days later to a deluge of 
phone messages from the press. 

Interestingly, Sandy remembers that 
a parallel controversy had just arisen 


John, are perceived conflicts of 
interest harder for you as a Vermont 
Supreme Court justice because 
judges are expected to be paragons 
of impartiality? 

“It’s actually easier for judges, 
because we have a very clear system 
of what we do and what the ethical 
limits are," John says. “You just get 
used to the feet that, if you don’t sit on 
a case, you don’t sit on a case. That’s 
just the nature of a small state. So the 
land-use policy of the city of South 
Burlington is her responsibility; it’s 


Any informal ground rules about not 
talking shop at home? 

“Oh, sure," Sandy says. “If we have 
friends over for dinner, I can't be the 
only nonlawyer.” 


Margaret Cheney 
and Peter Welch 

On January 2, 2009, Vermont's lone 
congressman, Democratic Rep. Peter 
Welch, married state Rep. Margaret 
Cheney at her home in Norwich. It 
was a small and intimate affair held 
in Margaret's living room, officiated 
by a justice of the peace and Peter’s 
sister, Maureen, an Ursuline nun. No 
congressional bigwigs attended, nor 
were there TV cameras or a guberna- 
torial security detail. Headline their 
story, “Two Houses, One Love." 

To be accurate, Welch and Cheney 
actually maintain four residences: the 
one they share in Norwich, Welch’s 
previous house in Hartland, his apart- 
ment in downtown Burlington and his 
apartment in Washington, DC, where 
he sleeps weeknights when Congress 
is insession. This is a second marriage 
for both. Cheney divorced her first 
husband, with whom she had three 
children. Welch’s first wife, Joan 
Smith, died of cancer in 2004. She 
had four children and adopted a fifth 
with Welch. 

Welch and Cheney both insist 
they didn't deliberately keep their 
relationship on the down-low — from 
their constituents or the press. 

“It was a combination of thing; that 
had much more to do with personal 
considerations than public consider- 
ations," Welch explains. “Plus, some- 
body who wants to marry me needs to 
kick the tires pretty good first." 

“We were certainly public about 
seeing each other," Cheney adds. “I 
guess no one was paying attention." 

Not that there was much reason 
for either to go public about it. As 
Welch points out, their work has very 
little official overlap: her arena is pri- 
marily state policy, his federal. 

“The issues we have to deal with 
are completely separate," Welch 
explains. “So there’s not a conflict 
between us in how she does her job to 
how I do my job. But there's a mutual 
interest, and I have an intense inter- 
est in what's she’s doing." 

Indeed. Prior to his election to 
Congress in 2006, Welch spent 13 
years in die Vermont Legislature, 
where Cheney serves with many of 
his former colleagues. 

Likewise, DC is hardly unknown 
territory to Cheney. From 1978 to 
1989, she worked as editor of the 
Washingtonian Magazine. And, when 
she was a child, Cheney’s father was 
in the foreign service and worked as 
a state-department official. 



In fact, Welch says his wife still 
has a much better working knowl- 
edge of the city than he does — and 
knows a thing or two about influenc- 
ing policymakers. On a recent visit, 
for example, she cooked dinner for 
five Democratic and five Republican 
colleagues of Peter’s. 

“It improved my respectability 
quotient considerably," Welch quips. 
“They saw that there must be some- 
thing redeeming about me.” 


Margaret, do you ever advise 
Peter on how to deal with the 

“He's so able by himself," she says. j 
“Hearing him as a former journalist, > 
I'm always amazed that he just cuts B 
to die essence and makes his message o 

succinct. If he weren't like that, I'd 2 
probably be frustrated and advising 
him all die time." 


Did you ever consider taking his 

“No, I've always been Margaret 
Cheney. Bom that way and stayed 
that way." 


£ 

Has anyone ever complained to | 

you about Peter, not knowing that g 

you're a couple? 3 

“No, nothing like that," she says. “Of 
course, complaints about Congress 
are so common, so they’d probably 
happen regardless." 

| 
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Spin Doctors 

An industry defector warns of outside influence in the single-payer debate 
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debt to obtain it Part of Potter's job was 
making people think these plans were a 
good solution to the problems of provid- 
ing health care in America, yet he grew 
increasingly doubtful. 

“1 was trying to sell people snake oil, 
to tell you the truth," he says. 

Potter is soft spoken, and the twang 
in his voice reflects his Southern up- 
bringing. It was during a trip back to the 
South, in 2007, that he had what he now 
calls his "epiphany.” Potter tagged along 


to watch a Knoxville, Tenn.-based non- 
profit dole out medical care at county 
fairgrounds in Virginia. That nonprofit, 
Remote Area Medical, has tended to 
patients in developing countries, but its 
ktaders found that peoplecloser to home 
desperately needed attention, too. 

With RAM, Potter drove the 50-odd 
miles from Tennessee to the Wise 
County, Va., fairgrounds, where he 
watched thousands of patients queue 
up to see doctors and nurses ensconced 


I ENCOURAGE 
VERMONTERS TO 
SEEKOUTTHETRUTH, 

AND KEEP THEIR EYES ON REALDf 


in animal stalls-tumed- 
makeshift clinics. 
Though he’d been 
having doubts about 
his career for some 
time, he says that 
experience opened 
his eyes. 

"What I was 
doing for a living was 
in some way making 
it necessary for people 
to get care diat way, in an 
undignified, dehumanizing 
Potter says. 

Potter quit his job in 2008, 
a few months after he worked 
on a white paper to persuade 
legislators diat the problem 
of uninsured citizens in the 
United States wasn’t a prob- 
lem at all. By the time he left 
Cigna, he was convinced of 
exactly the opposite. These 


M aybe you've seen the com- 
mercial. It debuted on 
Vermont airwaves last 
month, and the message 
goes something like this: 

“Governor Peter Shumlin and die 
Democratic majorities in Montpelier 
want to completely uproot our healdi 
care system and spend more than $5 
billion on a single-payer health care 
scheme,” says a middle-aged woman 
sitting down to lea in her kitchen. She 
loo Its exasperated and extremely skepti- 
cal. She tells viewers that no one knows 
where the money will come from or 
what the benefits will look like, and that 
elected officials won’t have any answers 
until after the next election. 

“It's not fair and it’s 
not right,” she says, then 
adds, “They’re hiding 
somediing. They're not 
giving us any reason to 

The ad was paid for by a group called 
Vermonters for Healdi Care Freedom 
— and Wendell Potter predicted exactly 
this kind of publicity’. It's indicative, he 
says, of the kind of tactics the insur- 
ance industry will roll out in the coming 
months and years to counteract the for- 
ward march of single-payer health care 
in Vermont 

Potter knows those tactics well: He’s 
a longtime insider who defected from a 
high-ranking, high-paying public rela- 
tions job to draw back die curtain on 
the health insurance industry. Based 
in Philadelphia, he is closely watching 
Vermont and testified last year before its 
legislators. Now Potter warns that die 
state will be a frontline batdeground for 
single-payer health care in the U.S, and 
diat the insurance industry - with its 
profits at stake — is sure to have a hand 
in the debate. 

“The insurance industry is very 
afraid that [if Vermont succeeds] ... other 
states will pay attention,” Potter says. 
That includes much larger states, such 
as California, where a single-payer bill 
stalled out in the state senate last mondi. 

Vermont led the nation 1 as t year when 
it passed legislation to establish the 
country’s first single-payer health care 
plan. Proponents say it will cut care costs 
while providing universal insurance. 


but opponents such as Vermonters for 
Health Care Freedom say the system 
could raise taxes, chase off employers 
and limit healdi care choices. 

Under current federal rules, the state 
can’t enact that plan until 2017. Potter 
and local single-payer advocates say the 
delay gives opponents time to mobilize. 

“What I'm seeing right now is that 
they're having their shills, the people 
they’re influencing, try to raise doubts 
about how the state will pay for uni- 
versal coverage and what will happen 
to taxes,” Potter says. "They’ll try to 
... get Vermonters to second-guess 
themselves.” 

Potter would know: Not long ago, 
he was on the inside. 
He began his career as 
a newspaper reporter, 
then, like many journal- 
ists, made the switch to 
public-relations work. 
He spent the bulk of his PR days at 
Cigna, where he climbed the corporate 
ladder and eventually ended up about 
as close to the top as a public-relations 
executive can be, he says. 

“I spent a lot of time trying 
to mislead people,” says 
Potter, though in the early 
days, he notes, he himself 
was a believer. He joined 
Cigna in the early 1990s at 
the advent of "managed 
care,” an approach the 
industry hoped would 
bring down costs while 
providing coverage to 
more people. During the 
heyday of managed-care 
plans, Potter says, that 
worked relatively well. 

But slowly the indus- 
try changed. Companies 
began focusing on what 
they called “consumer- 
driven care” and shifting 
more and more customers to 
high- deductible plans. Potter 
calls these customers the 
“underinsured": They’re tech- 
nically covered, but their de- 
ductibles are so high — often 
thousands of dollars each 
year - that they can’t afford 
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days. Potter supports single-payer 
health care as a way to provide quality 
care while cutting costs. 

Surprisingly, Potter hasn't expe- 
rienced any backlash from the insur- 
ance industry, which he says he’s seen 
effectively silence or discredit cridcs 
in the past. What he has experienced, 
though, is a flood of emails from former 
coworkers and others still in the insur- 
ance world — often writing from private 
accounts - thanking him for the work 
he does. Potter has returned to his roots 
as a reporter and now writes news- anal- 
ysis columns for the Center for Public 
Integrity. He's also published a book. 
Deadly Spin: An Insurance Company 
Insider Speaks Out on How Corporate 
PR is Killing Health Care and Deceiving 
Americans. 

While Potter says die insurance 
industry itself may never be especially 
visible in Vermont, he predicts it will 
funnel in money through groups such as 
the National Federation of Independent 
Business and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. He expects a “fear-monger- 
ing” campaign to unfold over time. 

“It will be the attempt to kill [single 
payer] by a thousand cuts over the 
months to come,” Potter says. 

He warns Vermont residents to be 
skeptical of die talking points they’ll 
hear on the topic of single-payer health 
care, to question motives and to look at 
die sources of the information provided. 

"1 encourage Vermonters to seek out 
the truth and keep their eyes on really 
transforming the healdi care system 
here,” Potter says. “Vermont can lead 
the country toward a more rational and 
equitable health care system.” 

Local proponents of a single-payer 
system are well aware that the fight 
isn't over. Ellen Oxfeld is a longtime 
advocate, one of the leaders of Vermont 
Healdi Care for AIL She says she’s par- 
ticularly concerned about the influence 
of outside money on the health care 
debate in die state. She points out that 
Vermont is a small market where ad 
time isn't that expensive. 

“They have more money, and they 
have time,” Oxfeld says of her oppo- 
nents. “But I think what's on our side is 
that die present system is unsustainable. 


and people’s own experiences are show- 
ing them that” 

Peggy Carey agrees. Carey is a 
doctor and chair of the Vermont chap- 
ter of Physicians for a National Healdi 
Program. She says the tactics of which 
Potter warns are already in play in die 
state, and it's going to take a continuous 
response from activists to counter those 
attacks. But she also diinks Vermont is 
fortunate enough to have residents who 
want to hear bodi sides of the argument 
and make informed decisions. 

“I think they're pretty good about 
overlooking special-interest folks and 
the spin-meisters that are out there,” 
Carey says. 

But who is doing diespinning? Potter 
says it's likely organizations funded or 
in some other way backed by for-profit 
insurers, though tracking the funding 
behind voices in the unfolding healdi 
care debate may be impossible. 

Vermonters for Health Care 
Freedom, for example, is a 501(c)(4) 
- in other words, a nonprofit devoted 
primarily to social welfare. That means 
the group doesn’t have to disclose its 
donors or sources of funding. Groups 
with that tax designation include major 
nonprofits, such as the National Rifle 
Association and AARP, some of which 
are also major political spenders. Tax 
law says these groups can't promote 
individual candidates but can promote 
causes, and they may do unlimited lob- 
bying on issues related to a cause. 

Darcie Johnston, a Burlington con- 
sultant, founded VHCF, which aired 
some radio ads last year before unveil- 
ing its first television spot last mondi. 
Johnston headed the group until VHCF 
hired its executive director, Jeffery 
Wennberg. Johnston says her motiva- 
tion is to educate Vermonters about 
die possible economic and health care 
impacts of Green Mountain Care, the 
state's proposed single-payer system. 

Though she's squarely at odds with 
activists Oxfeld, Carey and Potter, 
Johnston does agree with them on one 
count: She predicts Vermont will soon 
be the focus of attention from indi- 
viduals, companies and interest groups 
around the country. 

“We're lab rats,” she says. ® 
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Seven Lengths of Vermont 

Catamount Trail: Earning something hard to name 



W e’d skied over nearly 300 
miles of rock, dirt, leaves, 
moss, ice, crust, apples, 
slush, logs, lakes, creeks, 
roads, railways, fairways, snowmobile 
highways, stubble corn, corn snow, 
groomed snow crap snow, coyote-scat- 
stained snow and easy, white rolling 
trail. We'd suffered, enjoyed and gener- 
ally endured “the length of Vermont on 
skis," as The Catamount Trail Guidebook 
puts it Twenty days on the longest 
cross-country ski trail in the country - 
we were doing it! We'd almost done it! 
And then the Mummy, obstinate litde 
Tutankliamun that he is, just flat-out 

Stuck. Cuss. Ugh! 

But this was nothing new. A plastic 
sled weighted down with a humanoid, 
tarp-wrapped, 60 -pound lump of camp 
gear and supplies doesn't exactly skip 
and prance from die Massachusetts 
line to Jay Pass, 14 trail-miles shy of 
die Canadian border. That’s where we 
were, climbing through thigh-deep 
g drifts up into the fibrillaling heart of a 
> two-day blizzard, the first legitimate 
> “dump” of this weirdly mild winter, 
z Stinging needles of snow flew into our 
| eyes. The wind chiseled at our nostrils. 
Though I could barely hear it above the 
raw, whirling din, my hip flexors were 
im singing a song of pain and grief. It was 
ffj miserable, exhausting, utterly wild and 
o real. It was, in a word, perfect. 

2 Cuss. Ugh! Ross Scatchard, my 
S partner and tentmate on this journey - 
and my tramping buddy since preschool 
days — is a scientific anomaly, a unique 
ui hybrid of human and draft animal. He 
2 was really drawingon his mixed genetics 
5 during that last big push, planting his 
8 i poles, leaning into the slope, struggling 
against the body harness that tethered 
him to the recalcitrant Mummy. I was 
a hundred feet ahead, wearing a fat 
backpack, breaking a path through the 
u, powder for the fifth straight hour. I was 
= approaching a sort of flat pad where 
5 die trail kinked and became steeper, 
£j thinking it would be a good place to rest 


and wait for Ross, and maybe vomit if I 
felt inspired. 

That’s when the pink helmet 
appeared. It was glossy, like an odd 
little Barbie spaceship floating amid die 
storm. A French Canadian woman with 
a blond ponytail? She came shooshing 
down out of die glades and stopped right 
on my flattish pad. A man appeared at 
her side, and diey smiled at one anodier. 
I figured they were just out for a brief 
backcountry jaunt, their car probably 
parked atop the pass, full of cookies and 
hot cocoa. I slogged towards them. 

“Isn’t it a beautiful day?” Pink 
Helmet said. I nodded yes and managed 
something about how hard the next 
portion of trail appeared. She looked at 
me dirough her goggles. “You have to 


earn it,” she said, casually, as if it held 
no great and complicated truth. If it 
hadn't been for the helmet, I do believe 
she would have said it widi a flip of her 
blond bangs: “You have to earn it” My 
face was accumulating rime; vomiting 
now seemed imminent. 

Behind me, Ross was on die move 
again, and behind him, the track we'd 
established — the symbol of our effort 
and achievement - was disappearing 
beneath die blowing snow. Squinting 
against the storm, I sensed all that 
we had passed through, all the land 
and weather and ups and downs and 
days and nights. I sensed the futility 
of exertion and the absurdity of the 
universe. I thought of Sisyphus, from 
Greek mythology, condemned to push a 


boulder up a mountain only to have the 
boulder roll back down to the bottom 
once he reaches die top. I thought of him 
trading In's boulder for a sled, and his 
mountain for the length of Vermont, and 
dien setting out, widi a Cuss and an Ugh, 
not for die first time, and not for the last 
I turned back to Pink Helmet but 
didn't say anything. 

Yes. You are so right. But earn what? 

T here are many reasons to 
nibble at the Catamount Trail 
rather than bite the whole 
thing off in a single, gluttonous 
expedition, as Ross and I did. Avoiding 
die existential questions — Why am I 
doing this ? What is being earned ? What 
happens if my face freezes off? - is only 



the tip of the ski pole, as it were. There’s 
also the joy of trading the Mummy for 
a fanny pack, the joy of choosing an 
easier or harder or more remote section 
of trail, depending on your mood on a 
given day, and, most significant, the joy 
of staying at home when the conditions 
totally suck. 

Which leads direcdy to Ross' and my 
interest in an immersive, end-to-end 
ski tour: We wanted to feel, in a very 
direct, embodied way, all that winter 
in Vermont has to offer, hardships 
included. Neither of us had ever snow- 
camped for more than a few nights 
in a row. Neither of us had ever really 
"lived’’ - animal style - in this most 
challenging and rewarding of seasons. 
You might say that our Catamount Trail 


expedition was an attempt to come 
close to the soul of winter, to bring our 
souls into alignment with this broader, 
elemental soul, to become cold like die 
ground, or light like a snowflake, or 
steady like the track of a moose or dark 
like die forest beneath the night of stars. 
Maybe it was communion we were 
hoping to earn. Maybe diis is what we 
earned. Or maybe I'm just dribbling bad 
poetry and all that happened was a long 
backyard ski. 

Whatever the motivations, on die 
morning of February 6 we drove soudi 
to Bennington, then up and over die 
mountains to Readsboro, where the trail 
begins. On the way, we dropped a box of 
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dreamy blurs, finds us every night- deep 

T he second week of our trip, from 
Route 4 to the Winooski River, was 
like the first, but of course completely 
different. Things got easier that second 
week. The existing snow softened, and 
once or twice a millimeter of new snow 
fell (standards, remember?). Having 
traveled 150 miles, we finally saw our 
first skier and first snowmobiler. We 
met a 98-year-old man near Lefferts 
Pond. "Last year 1 snowshoed 103 days 
out here. This year, maybe six,” he said. 
We walked with him for an hour on a 
gravelly trail, skis over our shoulders, 
asking questions, listening, absorbing 
his wisdom and zest. How can such an 
old man be so fit, so happy, so sharp, so 
centered? He told us that he'd never 
stopped "getting out,” drat it was a 
priority, and that it had to be. 

When the snow reappeared, we skied 
north to the Blueberry Hill Inn cross- 
country center, the Natural Turnpike, 
Lincoln Gap, theSugarbush GolfCourse, 
Huntington Gap, die flanks of Camel's 
Hump, Honey Hollow Road. We skied 
into more mornings, more lunches, 
more fires and more dreams. 

The third week? Oh, you can imagine 
it. Or maybe you can't. It's just Vermont 
out diere. The word "splendiferous” 
comes to mind. And the Catamount 
Trail? It’s a line through the mountains 
and fields. In 1984, three young guys 
decided to ski the length of their state. 
They were looking to broaden their 
perspective, deepen their sense of place 
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food at die Inn at Long Trail, on Route 
4 just north of Killington, estimating 
it would take a week to ski back to it 
Looking out the car window at the 
brown hills, the brown forest floor 
of beech leaves, the brown, muddy 
trailhead where the Catamount Trail 
crosses the road near the inn, I confess 
I felt a bit upset. We were at 2000 feet, 
considerably higher than many odier 
sections of the trail, and there wasn't 

I reminded myself diat expectations 
could only hurt us — that radical 
acceptance would be the name of our 
encounter with theseason - but it made 
litde difference to my feet; they were 
scared of hiking 300 miles in stiff plastic- 
ski boots, and I was scared for them. 

To our relief, the soudiern section 
of die state had a base of about four 
inches of snow and, according to plan 
(Nature's, not ours), it was the worst 
snow you could ever imagine skiing. 


Crusty. Icy. Bulletproof. Hooray! Those 
first days were warm, some more than 
50 degrees, and die snow kept melting 
and refreezing into a smooth, shining 
sheet whose lexicon did not include die 
word “traction.” Your typical (sane) day- 
trip skier would have turned around in 
disgust 

We, on the odier hand, felt blessed. 
Furthermore, we felt blessed when 
fording a bridgeless creek and a 
stepping-stone appeared in just the 
right place. And we felt blessed on each 
short, skiable section of downhill (die 
alternative, if it was too steep or die 
severity of a potential crash was too 
high, was to dismount and walk). We 
even felt blessed to find the perfect type 
of moss to use in lieu of toilet paper. 
Lowering your standards is not a praised 
and cherished practice in our culture, 
but let me tell you, it’s empowering. I 
highly recommend it. 

That first eight- day push passed in a 
dreamy blur. The alarm would go off at 
5:20 aan. and we'd boil up a Thermos 
of spruce tea (made from die tree’s 


Sj| needles) and a pot of oat- 
£4 butter soup (made from die 
£■ pounds of Costco butter that 
comprised the Mummy's left 
H foot). Pulling on yesterday’s 

■ crusty long johns is never 

■ easy, and neither is breaking 
camp, hut these chores pass. 

H as does the first climb of the 
H day, and the second and the 
H third. So do a frozen reservoir 
H on the left, a frozen waterfall 
on die right, a conversation, a 
quiet thought, an abandoned 
ski resort, a logging operation, a 
condominium complex, an old stone 
wall. 

Vermont — a dreamy blur, indeed! 
The skis slide, grind, edge in, stick, float, 
break. We hitchhike into Ludlow to get 
my binding fixed. A bald eagle releases 
a spray of white feces against die sky’s 
unbroken blue. A young family feeds 
us a six-dish Cuban dinner. Friends 
and acquaintances. Hemlock and black 
cherry. Bobcat, ermine, kinglet. We 
pause beside a beaver pond O’ecause 1 
toppled over despite skiing on totally flat 
ground), and Ross points to scratches on 
a pine tree’s trunk. “Black bear," he says. 
“Climbed it last spring” 

Each morning the sun showers 
down through the weave of leafless 
branches. Each afternoon we devour 
Shelburne Farms cheddar and Dakin 
Farms summer sausage. Each evening a 
bonfire warms our bare feet, dries our 
socks, mesmerizes us with its glowing, 
crumbling architecture. And die greatest 
blessing of diem all, the dreamiest of 


and. I’d like to think, edgeup to the soul 
of winter, maybe tap it on the shoulder 
and say hello. 

The Catamount Trail is one of a 
kind. An experience, a tour, a cross 
section. Human communides. Plant 
communities. Constellations of paw 
prints surrounding the comet trails 
left by our skis. Sometimes the trail is 
covered in rotting apples, sometimes 
drifted in with thigh-deep powder. If 
you ski die whole thing in one biggo, as 
Ross and I did, you reach Canada. And 
then what? You go home. But you're 
already at home, perhaps more than 
ever before. You're at home in the land, 
die weather, the ever-shifting season. 
When taken together diese tilings form 
the home of your life, and so many 
other lives. Then you drive a few hours 
and sleep in a real bed. That’s how it 

And so what? So you got inside 
winter and looked back out through 
its own frosty eyes. The storm is still 
raging, your hip flexors still singing. 
You're standing at the big, clear-cut 
swadi diat marks the end of the United 
States and the end of the trail. It’s dark. 
Jay Pass and Pink Helmet are distant 
memories. You try to take some photos 
but your trigger finger is numb. The 
universe is die bubble of light coming 
from your headlamp. It’s a universe 
torn by snow, and it is absurd. So what 
has been earned? Something - that's 
for sure — but somediing hard to name. 

Let's just put it this way. I called 
Ross die day after we got off the trail. 
He wasn't home. He was up at Stowe 
with his girlfriend,out foran afternoon 
of cross-country skiing. Less than 12 
hours ago we’d skied for 12 straight 
hours, and before that we'd skied for 
three consecutive weeks. I hung up 
the phone and thought of Sisyphus 
and that 98-year-old man. I pictured 
Ross up diere on the Stowe trails, 
maybe even back on a section of die 
Catamount Trail, skiing free and easy, 
unencumbered by a Mummy, but 
otherwise just the same. 

Insane, I thought You go and go 
and go, and all you earn is the desire to 
go more, which is not desire but love. 
An abiding love of getting out there, of 
going, going, grabbing your boulder, 
pushing hard, chasing it back down the 
hill to start all over again. 

Ross can keep his skiing, I thought. 
I’m through with all that. I grabbed my 
ice skates and headed to the creek. © 
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Tasting Home 
and Away 

A new Vermont cookbook takes local ingredients global 



S ome dishes are built ingredient 
by ingredient. Others are 
constructed brick by brick. 
Last week, retired chef Bob 
Titterton, 58, took the warm weather 
as an opportunity to don his barn boots 
and build a mangal by the pond on the 
sprawling Elmore property that he 
shares with his wife, dog and a pair of 
exceptionally vocal cats. The cookbook 
author and food blogger built a glowing 
bed of coals between two short towers 
ofbricks to slow-roast tender skewersof 
lamb known as shashlik. 


THE CHEF EVEN COOKS 
WITH WILD CATTAILS 
WHEN THEY'RE IN SEASON. 

HESAYS THEYTASTE 
LIKE CUCUMBERS. 


The makeshift rotisserie and the 
dish are central-Asian inventions that 
Titterton learned about on a trip to die 
Soviet Union with other Johnson State 
College students in 1975. It may seem 
a bit exotic for inclusion in his latest 
project. The Vermont Home Cookbook. 
But Titterton's shashlik recipe, learned 
in Duslianbe, is in there, as is one for 
accompanying Tajik-style flatliread. 

The recipes in the book — more than 
150 — encompass a world’s worth of 
dinners, drawing in part on the author’s 
experiences growing up in a diverse 
New Jersey mill town. In the red-meat 
section alone, meatballs with porcini and 
prosciutto share space with chimichurri 


steaks and sauerbraten. So why call it a 
“Vermont” cookbook? 

Because the recipes can all be 
prepared with local ingredients, and 
Titterton tells his readers which are 
best. On his blog, he'll even share where 
to find them. Take today's shashlik: 
The cubes of butterflied lamb leg that 
he marinated overnight came from 
WindingBrook Farm, just down the road 
in Morrisville. Titterton's Tajik feast 
also includes pickled cucumbers, cherry 
peppers and green beans, all grown at 
home. The chef even cooks with wild 
cattails when they’re in season. He says 
diey taste like cucumbers. 

The book reads like an encyclopedia 
of preparations for uniquely Vermont 
foods, many based on international 
recipes, others wholly original. It opens 
with a carefully compiled key to the uses 
of native apple species, many of which 
Titterton grows on his property. Once 
readers have established diat Chenango 
Strawberries are best eaten out of hand 
or as sauce and that Stayman Winesaps 
are more appropriate for baking or dder, 
diey can move on to learning about 
maple, beer and local cheeses. Like many 
Vermonters, the audior is particularly 
effusive about Maplebrook Farmburrata 
and local clothbound cheddars. 

Titterson got his culinary training 
at Johnson & Wales University and 
last cooked professionally in the 1980s, 
when he was cochef at die Ten Acres 
Lodge in Stowe alongside Jack Pickett, 
now ownerofFrida's Taqueria and Grill 
Retired from his subsequent job as a 
middle school social studies teacher, 
Titterton is a man widi a mission. He 
wants to teach Vermont to cook. 

The audior released The Vermont 
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FOOD LOVER? ® 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE ._ 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER RE VIEWS OF 800 RESTAURANTS At SEVENOAYSVT.COM/FOOO 
REGISTER TO JOIN OUR BITE CLUB YOU’LL GET FOOD NEWS IN YOUR INBOX 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 


( ON NT i ! 1 0 M SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON ANY V 
CELLPHONE AND FIND LOCAL RESTAURANTS I 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND I 


'LOCATIONOR 
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The Bill Lives 

VERMONT'S AG COMMITTEE 
TO CONTINUE DEBATING 
GMO LABELING 
A bold bill that would 
require any food contain- 
ing genetically modified 
ingredients to carry a special 
label in Vermont has had its 
committee vote postponed 
for at least two more weeks, 
buoying the hopes of sup- 
porters who feared it would 
wither before reaching the 

Last Friday was the legis- 
lative crossover deadline for 
bills to be voted out of com- 
mittee and continue their 
progress toward becoming 
law. After hearing nearly 
three days of testimony and 
fielding public calls and let- 
ters, members ofVermont's 
agriculture committee got 
the green light from the 
Joint Rules Committee to 
continue hearing testimony 
on bill H.722. 

"I think this was a wise 
move. There are several 
pending questions that need 
to be answered before the 
bill moves to the Senate,” 
writes the bill’s sponsor, Rep. 
kate webb (D -Shelburne), in 
an email, "One possibility 
is to add a condition 
that another state pass 
similar legisla- 
tion so that 
Vermont 


reasonabli 
assurance that 
this law could 
hold up to probable 
litigation. Most importantly, 
this keeps the bill alive.” 

GMO labeling initia- 
tives are also under way in 
California, Connecticut, 
Minnesota and a handful of 


Last week, die commit- 
tee heard testimony from 
the measure’s proponents, 
including Gary hirshberg, 
founder of stonyfield organic 
and current crusader for 
GMO labeling. Among those 
voicing countervailing 
concerns was jim harrison. 
president of die 


“We’re | 

not passing 1 

judgment on B 

whether this 'S 

would be good § 

information for 
the consumer,” 

Harrison says. 

But because 
labels are feder- 
ally regulated, he 
notes, a state-level 
labeling law could 
prove a burden to 
retailers and pro- 
ducers. “We have 
a growing number 
of specialty-food 
producers in 

Vermont,” he 
says, “yet those 
are the folks 
who would be 


impacted." 

Supporters, 

Vermont diree- 


unlil lunchtime on 
Friday," Stander says. Rural 
Vermont was one of the bill's 
original coauthors, along 


Hotter Than Hot 


JOHNSON MEXICAN EATERY EXPANDS 
In 2009, hot tamale started as a pair of wooden saw- 
horses and a board holding SO tamales at the Johnson 
farmers market cheryl mccabe's stuffed-corn specialties 
sold out in less than an hour, and business hasn’t slowed 
down since. This coming Cinco de Mayo, the take-out 
spot and food- 
truck business 
will add another 
oudet for its 
fast-growing 

full-service 
restaurant 
McCabe's 
daughter 
and business 
partno - , Los 
Angeles-based 
Moana Dixon, 


campaign 
to fund the 

press time, 
Hot Tamale 
was $530 away from 

its $2000 opening goal. Dixon identifies the restaurant's 
prospective home as 122 East Main Street in Johnson, 
formerly Piezantfs Pizza, though she and her mother 
haven't yet signed the lease. She says McCabe is hard at 
work testing new dishes to add to Hot Tamale's audien- 
tic gorditas, enchiladas and giant burritos. Gluten-free 
and vegan options will certainly be on die menu, Dixon 

Meanwhile, McCabe is workingon another venture: 
canning her signature mango, verde, casa and Hot 
Mamma salsas for sale. Most of their ingredients 
come from Johnson-area farms. Dixon says she'll start 
approaching focal distributors in June, once those farms 
are producing die makings of large quantities of salsa. 

As soon as she can, though, the young business- 
woman would like to expand out of state. “Our biggest 
goal is reacliingout to New England,” Dixon says. “We’d 
really like to spread the word about everything that 
comes out of Vermont. We have to reach a little further 
to do that." 

This summer. Hot Tamale will spread the word 
in Vermont, too — more than ever. McCabe is hiring 
helpers to staff boodis at 12 different farmers markets. 
The Hot Tamale catering truck will make stops at events 
across the state, as well. Dixon says she hopes to hear 
soon if her application to sell at the champlain valley 
fair has been accepted. Until then, the mother-daughter 
team is sure to keep busy. 





Have your ‘Cake and 
Eat it too with... 
Skinny Pancake Catering 

Way more than just crepes! 

From business luncheons to wedding 
brunches, breakfast to bar service, 
we do it all! 

Contact Kelly, our Director of Catering 
at catering@skinnypancake.com 
or 802-540-0131 

Chubby Muffin 

Chubby Muffins, 
Skinny Trices. 

Turn! 


88 Oak St., Old North End, Burlington 
540-0050 • chubbymuffin.com 



Clean Slate Cafe 


COMFORT F00® WITH A TWIST 


■PREMIERIN& 
00R NEW 

SUNDAY 

BRUNCH 

9AM-3FM 


107 State Street - Rear 
Montpelier, Vermont 
802.225.G166 
www.CleanSIateCafe.com 
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG!' 
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Hop on in for fresh produce, local meats k 
and a fine beer & wine selection. 


Open Daily 8 to 8 www.sweetclovermarket.com 

(802)872-8288 at the Essex Shoppes & Cinema 
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Spring gardening 


Bfck.. '**sJ 


seminars 

Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 

March 24. 2012 • 9:3O-ll:00am March 31. 2012 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Composting 101 Bulb Basics 

MikeAther Ann Whitman 

Ideal forSoil 101 attendees. Learn howto Ann, our in-house expert on "all-things- 

make compost the right way. Your plants bulbs" will explain howto choose, plant, and 

will thankyouforit. care for fall- and spring-blooming bulbs. 

To register, call 660-3505, or sign upln store. Pre-registration and pre-payment required. 


Gardeners 


SHASHLIK: 
TAJIK-STYLE 
SKEWERED LAMB, 
FROM THE VERMONT 
HOME COOKBOOK 

4 to 6 servings 

2 lbs. (1 kg) lamb leg or shoulder 
Few grinds black pepper 

4 cloves garlic, minced 
6 scallions, sliced 



2. Combine the sliced onion and garlic ir 
a bowl . Put a layer of these vegetabl es 



be better if It sits all day or overnight. The 
lamb will absorb the flavors and aroma of 
the onions and garlic. 


4. Construct a mangal from eight 
bricks. Place two bricks in the center of 
your firepit end to end on their narrow 



between the bricks. Allow it to burn for 
another few minutes so that you have a 
nice, glowing bed of coals. 


ends of the skewers resting on the bricks. 
Turn them occasionally and cook until 
done to your liking. It should take a good 
IS to 20 minutes If the bed of coals Is the 
correct temperature and the lamb is far 


Cooking shashlik is a very social 
affair. There Is no need to worry about 
anything. Your friends will love hanging 
around the fire and pulling another cork 

enjoyed outdoors. 


Tasting Home « P3 6 

Home Cookbook last month through the 
self-publishing company Shires Press, 
operated by Northshire Bookstore in 
Manchester. His previous cookbook. 
North Country Gourmet: A Vermont 
Chef Cooks at Home, was published in 
1991 by Countryman Press, now part of 
Norton. He also published a biography 
of Johnson artist Julian Scott by more 
conventional means. 

But this time, Titterton didn't want 
to wait for a third party to get his 
recipes to the public. He had already 
waited long enough, he says, to launch 
his website, HowToFbod, which he en- 
visioned as a recipe and cooking-advice 
community. Though he had long had 
dial-up internet, Titterton lost it for a 
year before FairPoint finally brought 
high-speed connections to Elmore 
Mountain last September. “It was all 
part of Connect Vermont," he says of the 
state program devoted to getting the in- 
ternet to rural areas. “It was like, “Wow, 
we’ve finally arrived!’ It was great” 

The website now features regular 
recipe posts, including detailed 
photographs not in the book. Titterton 
encourages followers to send him 
questions and even has a section 
devoted to must-have gadgets that will 
make home cooking easier. Far from 
recommending brands of immersion 
circulators, he explains the uses of 
basic tools such as potato ricers and 
digital thermometers. 

And people are responding. The 
cauliflower-and-carrot soup with dill 
has 10 reader comments with serving 
recommendations and questions. 
Several other food bloggers have joined 
the conversation, attesting to the 
success of Titterton 's recipes. 

Sharing these simple principles is 
Titterton’s raison d’etre. “I went to 
school for [cooking],” he says. “For 
most people, they've got regular day 
jobs, and they just can't commit to 
learning complex skills, and they’re 
all really good at tilings I don’t have 
a clue about." Titterton drew on the 
knowledge of friends and family to put 
together his book and website, he says. 
He traded food and cooking advice 
for the work of his cover designer and 
photographer. 

His recipes are all conceived to use 
die simplest possible means to each 
end. Convenient tips include boiling 
water in the microwave, but that doesn’t 
mean Titterton recommends breaking 
out bags of premade ingredients. On 
the contrary, he spreads die gospel of 
from- sc ratch cooking, with recipes 
ranging from homemade egg noodles 
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research group. "I think what 
made the difference more 
than anything was that it 
was clear that there is a huge 
amount of public support for 
this,” Stander continues. “In 
the face of that, the leader- 
ship was persuaded that it 

Country 

Cooperation 

MORRISTOWN GAINS GROUND 
FOR A CO-OP 

Lamoille County is home 
to 375 farms — accord- 
ing to die DC-based 
Environmental Working 
Group — and not one food 
co-op. Residents seeking to 


own a stake in their farm- 
fresh food have to purchase 
a CSA, or head to co-ops in 
Hardwick or Montpelier. 
That may change soon, 
thanks to a feasibility 
study approved last Friday. 
Morristown could have a 
member-owned co-op as 
soon as next summer if the 
plan proves economicaDy 
sustainable, says the town's 
community development 
coordinator, triciafollert. 

The idea of opening a 
co-op in Morristown picked 
up steam early last year 
when the town was selected 
for a community visit from 

the VERMONT COUNCIL ON RURAL 

development. That occasioned 


die assembly of a co-op task 
force, which, after more than 
a year of work, setded on the 
necessity of the feasibility 
study. Meanwhile, the team 
has raised $28,500 in grants, 
including one from die 

LAMOILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION. 

To raise awareness of 
die project, the morrisville 
co-op (or MoCo) committee 
will host a benefit dinner at 
River Arts on May 12. The 
fundraiser will feature loca- 
vore fare prepared by jack 


PICKETT of FRIDA’S TAQUERIA 

and grill and his former 
Ten Acres Lodge cochef, 

BOB TITTERTON, tile Subject 

of one of this week's food 
features. Local businesses 
will donate goods for a 
silent auction. 

If all goes well, residents 
of Morristown and environs 
may soon have a one-stop 
shop for all the local food 
they want, no farm visits 
necessary. 




to farmhouse-tomato ketchup. (He 
makes it from his own fruit.) On his 
blog, Titterton even shares a recipe for 
Brewer’s Bread, which he made from the 
spent grain that remained after his son 
home-brewed his latest IPA. 

Living in a rural area without a 
nearby co-op, Titterton highlights the 
importance of going to the farm for 
ingredients you don't grow yourself. 
“Pretty much, you hare to go to the 
source unless you’re a professional 
operation," he says. “If you're die 
Bee's Knees [in Morrisville] or Claire’s 


[Restaurant & Bar in Hardwick], they’ll 
come to you, but die rest of us, we have 
to do a litde traveling." 

Though he says he didn’t share all his 
hyperlocal foodie secrets in the book or 
on the blog, Titterton will be doing just 
that later this month, when he teaches 
a series of workshops at River Arts in 
Morrisville. Though most classes at the 
arts center focus on subjects such as 
poetry and filmmaking, the chef says 
the building's kitchen is surprisingly 
well suited to his hands-on plans. He’ll 
begin on March 28 with a soup-making 


workshop and hold five weekly classes, 
ending with a homemade “pasta party.” 

The April 13 class focuses on 
flatbreads from all over die globe, 
but one that won't be on die menu is 
die Tajik non bread diat Titterton is 
dressing today with coarsely ground salt 
and chopped shallots. While die lamb 
roasts outside in weather that’s become 
cold and rainy, Titterton pops die bread 
into his professional-grade oven on a 

When it’s all finished, he puts die 
bread on a plate, tops it with a skewer's 
worth of lamb and showers a handful of 
scallions on top. The ultra-tender meat 
is imbued with the oils from chopped 
garlic and onions, a perfect smattering 
of salt and litde else. The bread has 
a sourdough-like pucker. Titterton 
explains that it's made with yogurt, yet 
another Vermont product. 

The names of the foods may be 
exotic, but in die end, it's a delicious 
Vermont lunch, cooked in a Vermont 
home kitchen. And what could taste 
better than that? © 


O ne Vermont Home Cookbook: Local 
Ingredients. Global flavors. Universal 

317 pages. S28.9S. Th e 'How To - cooking 
howlofoodnet; riverartsvt.org 


Best Japanese Dining 
— Saveur Magazine 



San Sai 

Japanese Restaurant 

Reservations Recomm endecs 
1 1 2 LAKE STREET 

Burlington 

862-2777 


OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
FROM 1 1 AM 



CEDAR WOOD 

NATURAL t-EALTH CENTER 



Join Cedar Wood Natural 
Health Center for their 

ANNUAL 
OPEN HOUSE! 

Saturday, March 31st 
11 AM to 4PM 


Dr. Suzy Harris, Dr. Michelle Sabourin, 

Dr. ShaunaLeeand 

Staff Nutritionists: „ 

Complimentary Holistic 2 

Health Screenings g 

Dr. Mary Spicer: J 

Water Purification Consultation 5 

Justin Cruz Salon: § 

Chemical Free Make-Overs 
Valerie Pallotta: 
eSCENTial Aromatherapy 

Consultations 2 

Marion Brown from Core Studio: £ 

Pilates Consultation 6 

Cedar Wood Massage Therapists: p> 

Free Chair Massage 

Goodie bags with valuable samples 
and coupons for the first 30 guests, IS 

door prizes every 20 minutes. g 

Admission is free and organic snacks o 

provided by Healthy Living Market. j; 


Cedar Wood Natrural Health Center 
431 Pine Street, Maltex Building 
Burlington - 802-863-5828 

Cedar Wood focuseson thewhole person and the 
different layers of Imbalance that maybe keeping 
nagging health problems from clearing. 
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Gluten-Free Gospel 

How Chef Papi discovered his passion for wheatless baking 

BY CORiN HIRSCH 


i 


S ometimes die doing you’re 
supposed to do with your life 
doesn't become clear until life 
itself pushes you toward it. So it 
was for Miguei Bemard-Rivera for most 
of his 47 years. 

As a kid growing up in Jersey City, 
he would bake cakes and pastries dial 
his mother would take to church (and 
sometimes, he jokes, try to pass off as 
her own). He cooked dirough his years 
as a bookstore manager in New York, 
as a night auditor at a Burlington motel 
and as a lobby coordinator at Fletcher 
Allen Health Care. And, 12 years ago, 
when he fell in love widi a man whose 
system wouldn't tolerate the slightest 
hint of gluten, Bemard-Rivera upped 
his cooking game by plunging into the 
world of gluten-free foods, then notori- 
ous for dieircrumbly texture. He figured 
out how to “break dieir code” and make 
diem better. 

But he rarely considered turning dial 
passion into a vocation until last spring, 
when Bernard-Rivera finally decided 
to become Chef Papi, a jovial baker of 
gluten-free cakes, cookies and tarts. And 
he isn't looking back. 

“I always thought I had the talent, 
but I didn’t have the courage to go for it," 
says Bernard-Rivera as he rolls out some 
puttylike tart dough on a recent after- 
noon, occasionally glancing out his back 
glass doors at a view of Lake Champlain 
and the Adirondacks. 

He defdy cuts the rounds into perfect 
circles, nestles them into tart pans and 
loads bright-red raspberries in their 
colters. Nearby, stacks of fresh-baked 
lemon-cherry tarts sit ready for delivery 
to City Market, one of the many clients 
he's picked up in the past year. "You 
just put your name out diere, and you 
do your best," says the stocky chef, who 
has intense dark-brown eyes that almost 
vibrate against his chef's whites. 

I first tasted Chef Papi’s creations at 
the South Champlain Street offices of the 
Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity ( Seven Days' neighbor). 
Bernard-Rivera had arranged a kaleido- 
scopic display of tiny muffins, chocolate 
cupcakes and star-topped tarts for the 
agency’s open house; each bite was so 
moist and rich that 1 was shocked to 
learn it was all gluten free. 


During a visit to his kitchen a few 
weeks later, Bemard-Rivera reveals how 
he unlocked the secrets of wheatless 
pastry. It turns out the road to becoming 
a gluten-free chef was long and paved 
with a few experiences that were any- 
thing but sweet. 

Growing up in a Jersey City brown- 
stone, Bernard-Rivera was the son of a 
single mom who worked long hours in a 
textile factory. His sprawling, extended 
Puerto Rican (and seriously Catholic) 
family filled neighboring houses and 
blocks. “I didn't have friends; I had 


cousins," he jokes. And no privacy. “You 
couldn't walk anywhere in theneighbor- 
hood without being spotted by an aunt. 
The boundaries of where you stopped 
and they started were mushed." 

Though he excelled in high school 
and headed the student council, about 
a month before graduation Bemard- 
Rivera ran away to die streets of New 
York City, just across die river. He knew 
he was gay, and there was no way he 
could reveal that to his family. He just 
needed to find himself. 

So, at age 17, Bernard-Rivera got his 
first taste of hardscrabble street life, 
sleeping rough for a few weeks until he 
scored a job selling shoes at a midtown 
department store. Though he suspected 


his new boss knew he was homeless at 
first, the boss didn't mention it. Bernard- 
Rivera received his first paycheck a few 
days early, along with subtle kindnesses 
he has never forgotten. “When you’re 
trying to help yourself, people step for- 
ward to help you," he recalls. It’s some- 
thing he would notice again and again 
throughout life. 

Bemard-Rivera eventually reconciled 
with his family and went on to manage a 
bookstore in Manhattan. In his thirties, 
he began seeing a Vermonter, and, after 
that man's death, Bernard-Rivera de- 


cided to move north, to a place of which 
he had grown fond. 

Initially, he found an $8-an-hour job 
as a night auditor at a Motel 6. When 
his living quarters fell through, he bor- 
rowed a yellow tent and set it up in a 
campground in the New North End. He 
also found his way to the Chittenden 
Emergency Food Shelf for sustenance. 
The place would later figure hugely in 
his life. 

Bernard-Rivera eventually found 
a place to live, a better job (at Fletcher 
Allen) and a boyfriend — Ron Bernard — 
whom he would later marry. 

Early in the relationship, Bernard- 
Rivera learned that he couldn't so much 
as bring regular flour into the house. 


because it could waft into die air and 
enter Ron’s lungs. Yet as the nascent 
chef sampled and explored the growing 
number of wheat- and gluten-free foods, 
he quickly realized he had ventured 
onto a dismal tundra of dry breads, 
crumbling pastries and cardboard-like 
pizza dough. He recalls some of his own 
cornmeal-heavy efforts at gluten-free 
fere as “awful. 

“But I was determined to create 
something everyone would like - not 
just because you might have celiac or be 
on a special diet, but just because it was 
good," Bernard-Rivera says. So he played 
endlessly in the kitchen, using Ron as his 
guinea pig as he nailed down recipes. 

In 2003, Bemard-Rivera left his 
hospital job to pursue another lifelong 
dream — architecture school. But while 
he was looking for an internship during 
his third year, the recession hit “I was 
competing against 19- and 20-year-olds," 
he recalls. “I thought. I'm not getting any 
younger ." 

Be rnard-Ri vera’s pastries had 
become popular among friends, and the 
long-simmering ideaofhis own business 
began to reach a boil He bought and an- 
alyzed dozens of gluten-free products, 
trying to figure out why certain ones 
didn't work, why others did and how he 
could make them better. 

Bemard-Rivera took what he calls 
“hard and invaluable" classes with chefs 
Jamie Eisenberg and Brian Dermody 
through the culinary job-training pro- 
gram at the food shelf, where he picked 
up vital skills involved in cooking and 
maintaining a commercial kitchen. He 
received microbusiness counseling from 
Simeon Geigel, a business-development 
specialist at CVOEO, created a business 
plan and mission statement, and em- 
barked on market research. “I bought 
what everybody else was buying. And 
if someone was doing something well, I 
left it alone,” he reasons. “Why compete 
with that?” 

Bemard-Rivera zeroed in on 
chocolate cake and cookies, feeding his 
experiments to Ron and his two step- 
daughters, Laura and Jessica Bernard. “I 


More food after the 
classified section. mge4i 
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food 


reverse-engineered the recipes, learned noting how more conscious baking and 
how things work and bind. I was dirow- cookinghave improved his health, 
ing away dozens of cupcakes. But I was "Nobody likes to diet,” he says. "But 
getting better at it,” he recalls. by making better choices, I got healdiier.” 

Bemard-Rivera aimed for a depth of Simple kitchen fixes - such as using 
flavor he found lacking in most glu ten- coconut oil instead of butter for frying — 
free pastry. He eventually perfected, for can have a dramatic effect, he says. As can 
instance, a chocolate cake that contains avoidinggluten.“Idon'treally miss wheat, 
only cocoa, garbanzo flour, sugar, eggs but when I go out with friends, sometimes 


and oil. “You c 
make an expen- 
sive cupcake with 
lots of ingredi- 
ents, and it will 
be great,” he says 
with a shrug But 
he believes that 

than five ingre- 
dients, you don’t 
need it. I'm also 
always diinking 
price, and my in- 
gredients need to 
be simple.” 

Bemard- 

Rivera also created 
gluten-free tarts 
and muffins, some 
of which he initially 
sold at Winooski's 
Block Gallery and the 
Winooski Farmers 
Market He designed 
his logo, figured out 
packaging, learned 
about the shelf life 
of his products, and 
began doing deliver- 
ies and accounting. 

, „ MIC 

Bernard-Rivera s cli- BERNAR 

ents grew to include 
City Market Healthy 
Living Market and Cafe, and Dobra Tea, 
as well as private clients. The early days 
weren't without their challenges. “I 
would have weeks where I would go to 
City Market and all five [pastries] were 
returned," he says. “I shook it off and 
kept going” 

Just a year after starting his busi- 
ness, Bernard-Rivera now bakes three 
days a week, beginning at 6 a.m. In 
addition to preparing his regular line, 
he's constantly trying to improve. 



I stock up,” he says 
with a laugh. He 
also keeps a secret 
stash of Oreos on 
a top shelf in his 
kitchen. 

Bernard- 

Rivera keeps a 
careful eye on the 
gluten-free in- 
dustry, which has 
mushroomed in 
the last five years 
from occupying 
a small niche to 
boasting global 
sales of nearly $3 
billion. He's looking 
for an angel inves- 
tor or partner so he 
can open a storefront 
cafe in Burlington. 
“Gluten free is being 
encroached upon" 
by food corporations, 
he suggests. “I can 
be swallowed up, or I 
can do this on a bigger 

If he does open a 
cafe, Bemard-Rivera 
says he’d like to hire- 
young cooks who 
have come through 
CVOEO’s community 
kitchen program. Giving back is part of 
his mission, he says, and he emphasizes 
dial without the help he got throughout 
his life, he wouldn't be where he is today. 
"[CVOEO] fed me when I needed to be 
fed. Then they laugh t me how to become 
a better cook,” Bernard-Rivera says. “I 
was just a baker at home; now I’m a cer- 
tified baker because of CVOEO.” 

As Bemard-Rivera sets the hot tarts 
on die counter to cool, he’s relendessly 
upbeat. “Hard knocks, they happen. You 


jarch the recipes, and I keep have a choice: You can be a victim oi 


playing with them. I'm always build- 
ing, figuring out how to get from A 
to B better and quicker,” he says. He 
recently spent a week perfecting a 
gluten-free, vegan cinnamon roll for 
Dealer.com, where he’ll be giving a 
cooking class this April. 

After Bemard-Rivera slides tarts into 
the oven, he rounds his hands above his 
belly to demonstrate its previous girth. 


contributor. So you take steps. You’re 
going to make mistakes, and it's not 
always easy." 

The still-warm tart is proof he's 
ironed out those mistakes. Each warm 
bite is a litde piece of heaven. ® 



DasBierhausUT.com 


(8021881-0600 

Bttaifl 



S3 bolUes,ever7ddT- 
Tuesdays in Hie Bourbon Room 
Daily SlOWursl/Fries/ffieriomba 
Ball price sandwiches, all day Thursdays 




“DINNER JAZZ” 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH 
6:00 - 8.-OOPM 

ENJOY AN EVENING OF PIANO JAZZ 
FEATURING 

TOM CLEARY & JUSTIN ROSE 


RESERVATIONS WELCOMED I 


5371 RT.7, NORTH FERRISBURGH 
1/4 MILE SOUTH OF DAKIN FARM 
877-6,316 • STARRYNIGHTCAFE.COM 
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calendar 

MARCH 21-28. 2012 



MAR.24 1 ETC. 



Novel Concept 

"Now the orchestra is playing 
yellow cocktail music, and 
the opera of voices pitches a 
key higher. Laughter is easier 
minute by minute, spilled with 
prodigality, tipped out at a 
cheerful word." wrote F. Scott 
Fitzgerald in The Great Gatsby. 

Forget the fact that it's not 
summer on Long Island's West 
Egg. that it’s not 1922 and that 
we don’t live next door to Jay 

Gatsby. Helen Day Art Center's GREAT GATSBY GALA 
fundraising gala rewinds t< 

Roaring Twenties with a r 
high-society party no “old sp 
could resist. Channel your inner 

Nick Carraway for cocktails, an art auction, a swanky sit-down dinner, tunes 
by Audrey Bernstein & the Young Jazzers and the Grippo Funk Band, and 
dancing late into the evening 


a the Saturday, March 24. S:30p.m„ at Stowe 
Mountain Lodge. $125. Info. 253-8358. 
J helenday.com 





LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE IN WRITING AT NOON ON THE THURSOAV BEFORE PUBLICATION, 
FI NO OUR CONVENI ENT FORM AT: SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 


YOU LAN ALSO EMAIL US AT CALENDARftP5EVENDAYSVT.COM 
SPECIFIC LOCATION. TIME. COST AND CONTACT PHONE N UMBER. 


® C 


E. DEPENDING ONCOST AND OTHER FACTORS CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS MAY BE LISTED 

IN EITHER THE CALENDAR OR THE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN APPROPRIATE CLASSORGANIZERS 


BE ASKED TO PURCHASE A CLASS LI! 


MAR.23 1 DANCE 


Turning Pointe 



Big things are brewing for the Dance Theatre of Harlem. Burdened with 
debt, the world-famous ballet company known for propelling the dance 
form into the 21st century put its professional company on hiatus in 2004; 
since then, only its offshoot ensemble has performed and toured. This small- 
scale troupe visits Stowe on Friday, its ballet informed by modem and Afro- 
Caribbean techniques. In other words, don't expect to see the sparkly. fairy- 
tale side of the genre - but do look for pointe dancing to James Brown and 
Aretha Franklin songs, and four 
other neoclassical selections. 
Catch 'em while you can; the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem is 
busy propping for its much- 
anticipated relaunch later this 



MAR.22 24 1 THEATER 

Frame of Mind 

Georges Seurat’s pointillist masterpieces beg for prolonged study 
- but who's looked past the dots to wonder if the dainty ladies 
picnicking in "A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande 
Jatte" are tired of holding 
their umbrellas, or how 
the pet monkey feels about 

Jannuzzi upends traditional 
art interpretation in Exhibit 
This! The Museum Comedies. 
in which famous works of art 
come alive in the manner of Night at the Museum. Marble sculptures. 
Seurat paintings and fertility gods from the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art converse, argue and try to escape in imaginative vignettes staged 
by the Little City Players. It’s a vision to behold. 


MAR.25 1 THEATER 


T he 22 dancers and musicians of the Spirit of Uganda tour range in age from 8 to 18. Such a young demographic makes 
more sense when you take into account that close to half of all residents of the East African country are younger than 
15 — and more than 2 million of those are orphans. A project of Dallas nonprofit Empower African Children, the touring 
troupe raises funds to support itself and youngsters back home. What could easily be a sobering performance about their 
day-to-day struggles Is instead a testament to the power of art and culture. Dances of courtship and thanks are built upon 
joyous choreography, pounding drums and feet, and call-and-response chanting. 



calendar 


1962 epic adventure Mia Roger H, Perry Hall. 
Champlain College. Burlington, S:4S-9p.m,Free. 


RENDEZVOUS WITH FRENCH CINEMA. Select films 



•STRENGTH OF THE STORM': Directed by Rob Koler 



878-4918, 


§ 


food & drink 


FUNDRAISING DINNER Crepe eaters get their fill as 
folk duo Joshua Panda and Ed Grasmeyer perform. 
Ten percent of the proceeds support the Vermont 



health & fitness 


kids 

BABY TIME: Crawling tots and their parents 
convene for playtime and sharing. Dorothy Ailing 



ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: Children and their adult 
caregivers Immerse themselves In singing actlvt- 
tles and more American Legion, Enosburg Falls 
10-11:30 a.m. Free Info. S27-5426. 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 



HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners giggle 
and wiggle to age-appropriate lit Mlghgate Public 
Library, 11:15 am.1215 p.m. Free. Info. 868-3970. 

MIDDLE SCHOOLBOOK GROUP: Passionate readers 



music 

EUAS STRING QUARTET: I n Its Vermont debut the 




1 Mary Just Skinner In a 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• CONNECT 10 M.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON A\Y mB -ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRI 
mobile it in 1 1 'I Me i Thai i . inn mai 

- MOVIE THEATERS AND MORE. 



I lit initial (ammisl h/o - MC Presents., 


I FILM FESTIVAL: See WED. 21. 


RENDEZVOUS WITH FRENCH CINEMA See WED.2L 
7:30 p.m. 

food & drink 

SIP: A BEER & WINE EVENT: DJ Bonjour-H! I spins 


p.m. S2S. I nfo. 603-499-5665. 


games 



Info 324-1143. 


kids 

EARLY-LIT ERACY STORY TIME: Weekly themes 
educate preschoolers and younger children on 
basic reading concepts. Westford Public Library. II 
am. Free Info, 878-5639. westrord_pl®vals.state. 



Free Info, 527-5426. ** 


JOURNEY FROM SAP TO SYRUP: Preschoolers 
learnabout maple sugaring from the tree to the 
bucket to the boiler to the tongue Green Mountain 
Audubon Center. Huntington. 10-11 am. $8-10 
per adult/chi Id pair: $4 per each additional child: 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Budding bakers amplify 

Healthy Living South Burlington. 3:30-4:30 p.m 
$20 per child: Iree ror an accompanying adult: 
preregister. Inlo. B63-2S69, ext L 

MIDDLEBURY PRESCHOOLERS STORY HOUR Tiny 

Mlddlebury. lo* 0-11:15 am. Free. Inlo. 388-4097. 



TEEN ADVISORY BOARD: Middle and hlghschool- 





Charting a Path to Successful Farms 
and Clean Water in Vermont 
Monday, March 26, 2012 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

McCardell Bicentennial Hall (Off of Route 125) 

Middlebuiy College - Middlebury. VT 



VERMONT 

CONSORTIUM 


1 o ieg< 9 n eihUI & sponsor visit ItliJ/mtntnnit/vic-uiHuii-sinl 


• Fiidiig tit Right Snlilinn • Successful ttiitegies In Nitlieit Minium 

• Hstery it Laid list anil Water lulitr ii Vtintil • Getting Ui light Pnttites In tin Inst Platts 

• Tie Fitire il Agriculture in Vuenit ■ lining line iscnssion tn Action 



CELEBRATION SERIES pn«»t» 


y- 



Sat., March 24, & p.m. 


Leahy Press 
USI/Liberty Mutual 

media support from THE POINT 


7:30 pm Tickets start at $27 


‘•uotswuo (Comcast merchants. 

_ www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! 


For tickets, call the Barre Opera House at 302-476-B1BB 
or order online at www.barreoperahouse.org 


Fri. March. 23. 7:30 pm 

Tl r ie 'Parisxi Quartet 

an tf pianist 

‘Pflifippe 'Bianconi 

Claude Debussy: Quartet in G Minor 


sponsored by 

'T’fie Triends of Cfnssiaif 'Music 

media support from WCVT 



calendar 




film 



5 Donations accepted. Into. 86S-7166. 



food & drink 

LENTEN FISH DINNER: Families dine on Food from 




health & fitness 

GENTLE YOGA: Seniors participate In a mostly seat- 
ed program presented by Champlain Valley Agency 



kids 


COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP: Klddos convene for fun 



ENOSBURG FALLS STORY HOUR: Young ones show 



TODDLER YOGA A STORIES: Tykes up to age S 



AMERICAN ROOTS 2012: Yankee Chank. Brass 
Balagan, Lusscn & McBride, and many others run 
the gamut with foot-stomping Ca|un Eastern 

High School. Hlnesburg. 7 p.m. $10-15 benefits the 
Access Community Education Program scholarship 

UOVA AND THE KONTRABAND: VIollstLeV Zhurbin 
original music influenced by gypsy klermer and 






bazaars 

TAG & BAKE SALE: Shoppers eye household goods. 



community 

COMMUNITY POTLUCK: Local families convene 
Colchester. 7-9 p.m. Free Info. 655-6711. 



IKS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• I CONNECT 1 i M. SEVEN DAYS VT.COM n\ ANY WE8-ENABLE0 CELLPIIONf FORFRE 
mobile 1 PHI TIIE-MINUri ! Al I NflAREVEMS PLUS OTHER NiARBY RFSFAURANIS Cl 
MOVIE IIIEATERSANO MORE. 






outdoors 



seminars 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY: Ancestry sleuths delv 



DIGITAL VIDEO EDITING: I Inal Cut Pro users learn 



MAPPING A SENSE OF PLACE Cartographers 
Info 563-2721. '* 


sport 

POND SKIMMING: Fueled By gravity technique and 
registration. 10 am.-noon: skimming starts at I 




EXHIBIT THIS! THE MUSEUM COMEDIES': See 

THU .22. 8 p.m. 

GROUNDHOG OPRY': See FRI.23. 7:30 p.m 
GYPSY' See THU. 22. 2 pm 8,7:30 pm. 



ICON 1 . See WED.21, 2 p.m & 8 p.m. 


TALENT EXTRAVAGANZA. Special guest Robert 



3 

1 


calendar 




Auditorium, 2-4 p.m. $5-10; $20 per family. Info. 
862-6736, 

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS'; See FRI.23, 730 p.m. 

words 

BOOK DISCUSSION; Readers swap thoughts on 
Lauren Myrad e's Shine, a comlng-ol-age mystery 

Outright Vermont. Burlington. 3-6 pm. Free Info. 

HARRY TRUMAN IN HELL Vermont actors give a 
dramatic reading of local pi ay wright Tom Blachly's 

this president. Bethany Church. Montpelier 2-4 


SUN. 25 

activism 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Supporters of the Occupy 



agriculture 


INTRO TO SQUARE-FOOT GARDENING: See THU.22 
City Market, Burlington. V2 p.m. $5-10. Info. 



Middlebury. 2-3 p.m, $10. Infa 388-2117. 


§ 



dance 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING: Social dancers tread 
music by Trip to Norwich. Tracy Hall. Norwich. 3-6 


VERMONT MAPLE OPEN I 


: WEEKEND: See 


w fairs & festivals 

< SPRING BOOK & EPHEMERA FAIR: Postcards maps 

| Exhibition Hall Sheraton Hotel & Conference 

Center, South Burlington. 10 a.m.-4p.m. $4: free for 
ages 15 and under. Info. 527-7243, 

film 

■DECLARATION OF WAR’: See FRL23, 1:30 p.m_ 5:30 
m p.m.. 7:30 p.m, 

g GREEN MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL: See WED.21, 10 
3 am. -10 p.m. 

3 LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG HOUSE’: See SAT.24. 

§ Savoy Theater. Montpelier, 4 p.m. 



PARENTS PICK 


Maple 

Magic 

Every spring, the Green 
Mountain State celebrates its 
famous natural resource during 
Maple Open House Weekend, and 
sugar shacks around the state 
open their doors to visitors. 

The Green Mountain Audubon 
Center celebrates the yearly 
tree-tapping tradition with 
GUIDED TOURS THROUGH THE 
SUGAR BUSH - one of only a few 



that still rely on old-fashioned buckets. Tours include demonstrations of tree 
tapping and sap collecting and boiling, as well as a visit to an Abenaki wigwam 
replica. No tour is complete without a taste of the sweet stuff. The preferred 
presentation: drizzled overa mound of fresh snow. 



Have you seen our new 
website at kidsvt.com? 




games 

BURLINGTON-AREA SCRABBLE CLUB: Triple-letter- 
Burlinglon. 12:30-5 p.m. Free. Info. 862-7558, 


Gallery, Plattsburgh. N.Y., 10:30-11:30 a.m. Info 
S18-314-9872. 

kids 


MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Inlahtstd 2-year 





langttage 

DIMANCHES: Novice and fluent French speakers 

Free LI brary, Burlington. 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
864-5088. 

BENNINGTON COUNTY CHORAL SOCIETY: See 

SAT.24, 3 p.m, 

FACULTY RECITAL: Trumpeter extraordinaire 
Budlngton. 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 656-7776. 

HMESBURG ARTIST SERIES CONCERT: Rufus C. 



YOUR FATHER S MUSTACHE Joel Schlavones 

House. N.H. 2 p.m S8-12. Info 603-448-0400. 

outdoors 

WATERFOWL WATCH Bird watchers seekout 



School St. Albans 11:30 amS 12:30p.m. S6-12: 


I WR I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• ... * CONNECT TIIM.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB ENABLED CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 c 10 TIIE-MINUTI l Al I M1AREVEMS FY.U SOI ITER NEARBY RESTAURANIS Cl 
- MOVIE IllEATERSANn MORE. 






theater 

ANN IF: See THU.22 2 pm, 

AUDITIONS FOR NEXT TO NORMAL': Thespians try 




MON. 26 

etc. 

CAREER & INTERNSHIP FAIR: JoO seekers are pre- 

Argosy Gymnasium IDX Student Life Center. 
Champlain College. Burlington. 1:30-5:30 p,m. Free 
Info 8 60- 2720, careerservlces iffchamplaln.edu. 


DISCONNECT TO RECONNECT: Students (acuity 



digital world. St. MIchaeFs College. Colchester. 7-9 
prnFree. Info. 654-2536. 

TAX ASSISTANCE: See THU.Z2.9:15 a m. -12:15 pm. 


film 



DECLARATION OF WAR': See FRL23, 5:30 p,m 


JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR 
DREAM COAT: Audiences pipe up In a never-berore- 
seen sing- along version of the Andrew Lloyd 

le theaters Palace 9 Cinemas. South Burl! ngton. 8 
p.m. 515. Info. G60-9300. 


SIERRA LEONE'S REFUGEE ALL STARS': Former ref- 



878-6955. 

THE ARTIST: See FRI.23. 7:30 p.m 


food & drink 


FUNDRAISING MEALS: Caters dine out to sup- 
port Vermont CARES on Its25th anniversary. Ten 



South Budl ngton. 5:30-8 pm. S20: preregister. 






etc. 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT: See THU.22 6-8 


film 







MONUMENTAL: IN SEARCH OF AMERICA'S 
NATIONAL TREASURE': Actor Kirk Cameron hosts a 
live theatrical broadcast event tracing the plights 


SSf. 

Audubon VERMONT 

Sugar On Snow 
Parties 

I lie Given .Moan a in 
ittbon Center Sugarhouxc 
in Huntington . VT 

March 24th, 25th £3 1st 
1 0-4pm daily 




Suga (house, Free Sugarbuth Tours 
Visit a.audubon.org for dctaili 




Sunday, March 25th • 10am - 4pi 
Sheraton Hotel BurUngton 
(1-89, Exit 14W) 

Admission $4, under 16 free 
40+ dealers in 
Rare Books, Prints, 
Maps & Ephemera 

Presented by the Vermont 


eloquent.pagc@verizon.nt 
or call 802-527-7243 
vw. Vermont I* BoolcCountry 


talks 



calendar 


— LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 




kids 

BABY TIME: Sea WED.Z1, 10:30 a.m.-noon 
CHESS CLUB: See WED.21 5:30 p.m. 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: See WED.21. 10-11:30 a.m. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: See WED.21 10-11:30 a.m 
HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WED.21. 11:15 a.m.- 




language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Parle lla/lano? 



music 

FARMERS NIGHT CONCERT SERIES: Continuing 

PAUL BARIBEAU. SPRAYNARO. TRAPPER KEEPER, 
THE ACOUSTIC SET, FOR THE KIO IN THE BACK. 
MARCO POLIO: Bands Irom as far away as Indiana 



ROTA Studio and Gallery. Plattsburgh. N.Y., 7 p.m 




talks 



theater 

ICON: See WED.21. 8 p.m. 

Theatre Company production. Colchester High 
School, 7:30 p.m. $5. Inro. 264-5729. 

words 


BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: CHARLES DICKENS. 

Jane Smiley's short biography of the Victorian 



p.m. Free. Infn 87B-6955. ® 




1 

classes 

yoga and herbs. 

bodywork 

BODY MECHANICS FOR 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


’ & POTTERY IN MIDOLEBURY: 




BODY WORKERS: M 


Studio School. Barba 


13: Monday Night Wheel, April 16- 

May 2-23: Raku Workshop. 

Digital Photography, April 7-May 


DROP-IN: PAINTING: Apr. S-M 


building 


burlington 
city arts 


aged. No registration ne 


BCA 


Call 865- 7! 66 for info 
or register online st 
tnjrlrr.gtoncilyarts.com. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 


PAINTING: WATERCOLOR: Apr 

4-May 23, 6:30-8:30 p.m, Weekl 
on Wed. Cost: SIBS/person. 
S166S0/BCA member. Location: 


cooking 



CLAY:INTERMEOIATE/AOVANCEO 

WH EEL: Mar. 29-Mayl7. 9:30 a.m.- 
noon. Weekly on Thu. Cost: $260/ 
person S234/BCA members. 





I SALSALINA: 



658-4482 



theUNIVERSITY 
of V E R M 0 N T 


201 1-2012 PERFORMANCE SEASON 


MARCH-MAY 



UOVA AND THE KONTRABAND, original klezmer, gypsy, Eastern European 3/23 

PETER MUIVIY, gel sungwf le- 

MIKE OAISEY,' the Agony tint thelatasyol Sltvp lobs . 

VASSILY PRIMAKOV. piano 

LES AMIES, C a o W ncenc. ‘lute. Nancy Ar, harp. C yntr- a P-e ps, . ola 4/20 

PABLO ZIEGLER TRIO FOR NUEVO TANGO 4/27 

morgenstern piano TRIO, chamber music 5/4 


VEIL I0I > x* point SEVEN DAYS 




mmity Foundation 


5 


To order tickets or learn more about our events, please visit 

WWW.UVM.EDU/LANESERIES orcall 802.656.4455 



“■"ftST SEVEN DAYS S' 





classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONUNE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 



gardening 




kev in&Tirstst epdance.com. 
FlrstStepDance.com. Come alone 






cultures over the ages: Shakti 

davis studio 

Davis 

Studio 

c-lKCec to ftxtar ij err carat MHf 

425*2700 


KIDS SPRING ART CLASSES: 



drumming 

TAIKO, DJEMBE. CONGAS & 
Space. 208 Flynn Ave. suite 3-G. 
& Fitness Studio. 18 Langdon St . 


Monday. April 23,5:5 




VOudou drums start April 5. 
1:30-230 p.m., $45/3 weeks. East 
Montpellef Thursdaysl Djembe 
starts April 5. 5:30 p.m.. $45/3 
weeks Cuban congas start April 19 


evolution yoga 



EVENING OF RESTORATIVE YOGA 



to a feeling of restored body and 





glass 

CREATIVE GLASSBLOWING CLASS 
AT AO GLASS STUDIO!: Individual 

Glass Studio. 416 Pine Sc behind 
540-0223. lntoeaoglass.com. 

our professional glassblowers. We 
glass objects that you can take 





Sewing Clay A 


ses Including Monet, 
Fused Glass Digital 


feldenkrais 

FREEDOM FOR JAW, NECK A 
SHOULDERS: Mar. 24,3:30-5:30 




times. Eqierlentlal programs 



language 

ALLONS-Y! FRENCH CLASSES: 



martial arts 



stress. We oiler adult classes 7 

Program provides scholarships for 
children and teenagers ages 717. 


ages 5-6. Classes are taught by 



MARTIAL WAY SELF-DEFENSE 
CENTER: Please visit website for 



straight forward and falrtultlon and 




massage 


FOCUS ON THE SPINE: May 12-13. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Cost: 5245/14 CEUs 



INTRO TO MASSAGE SCHOOL 
WRKSHP: Mar. 24, 9ajn.-noon 


Touchstone Healing Arts School 



658-7715. touchvtgrgmail.com. 





body sciences, eiceptlonal mas- 
sage technique and practice. 
Fourteen years of excellence! 

meditation 

OREAM YOGA RETREAT: Apr 

13-15. 7-5 pm. Cost: 5125/wknd. 


Info: Younge Drodul Ling 684- 
0452, VermontRSLSgnallcom. 


methods of Dream yoga during 



LEARN TO MEDITATE: Meditation 



the first Sat. of each month for 




MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 
INTRO: Thu.: Mar. 29. Apr. 5 & 12 

Herbs. 7 w. Cana I SL. Winooski. 

Shutter Herbs. 865-4372. infog 
purpleshutter.com. purpleshutter- 




movement 

735-3770. The pelvis is literally the 
centerof your body. In order for 
your pelvis to move freely, every- 



painting 

Location: Downtown Burlington 
Burlington. Info: Steven Goodman. 





CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 







photography 

ONE-ON-ONE PHOTOGRAPHY: 

Rock Photography. 48 Laurel 

Photography. Linda Rock. 238- 
9540, lrphotography@comcast 

beginner digital photography. 
Intermediate photography, digital 
workflow, lighting techniques, set 
up your photo business portrait 
posing Photoshop and more. S69 / 


pilates 

EVERY BODY LOVES PILATES!: 







le last Thursday of each me 



WORLD CUP HOCKEY COMES TO JAY PEAK 

Watch Canada, Sweden, and Slovakia face off in a series of exhibition games at 
the Ice Haus as they prepare for the women's World Hockey Championship coming 
to Burlington in April. Plus, the crew from our very own North American Hockey 
Academy will be getting in on the action. 


TUESDAY APRIL 3rd NAHA v Sweden $10/ticket 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 4th NAHA v Slovakia $10/ticket 

THURSDAY APRIL 5th Sweden v Canada $20/ticket 


*30 GETS YOU ALL THREE GAMES. 

All games begin at 7pm. 


music 


On First Thought 

Nocturnals' guitarist Benny Yurco goes solo 


§ 


1 

a 



I n a studio behind Burlington's Battery Street 
Jeans, Benny Yurco punches a plastic lamb's 
sneering face. He repeats the gesture down a 
row of animal heads: frog, duck, black-eyed 
cat. As he punches the dismembered heads, at- 
tached to a child-size keyboard, they emit digital 
moos, quacks and bowwows. Yurco smiles and 
bends his ear to the device, pleased when he 
finds die chimeric groan he seeks. 

Yurco has been here at Sound Loom Record- 
ing Studio for three days, recording a solo al- 
bum, This Is a Future. The guitarist considers 
die project — which includes sounds from die 
animal keyboard — a “sonic extension" of his 
work as one of Grace Potter’s Nocturnals and 
with the band Blues and Lasers. Fresh off a 
recording session with the Nocturnals in Los 
Angeles and before he hits the road for a sta- 
dium tour later this spring, Yurco is reveling 
in the creation of this solo album, which he 
says offers unadulterated space for expres- 
sion. "I’ve spent the majority of my career 
backing up bands," he says. “Now I want 
to let loose.” 

lb coproduce and play drums on his 
record, Yurco flew in Seth Kauffman, the 
brains behind the North Carolina-based 
band Floating Action, which opened for 
die Nocturnals last year. “Everything is ef- 
fortless with Seth," says Yurco, who cites Kauffman as 
one of his favorite musicians. 

Ari Abedon, the Nocturnals’ merchman and a friend 
of Yurco's, plays Rhodes piano on the record. “At first 
I thought Ari was, like, diis Christian cult guy,” says 
Yurco. Abedon had been reading Denis Johnson’s Je- 
sus’ Son on the tour bus when they met. “Turns out he’s 
a Jewish guy from Newton, Mass," Yurco says. “We hit 
it off, and from that day on 1 was like, ’You're my role 
dog”' Also on board for some tracks is Blues and Lasers 
bassist John Rogone. 

For mastering Yurco selected Don Grossinger, 
whose work on the Flaming Lips’ Embryonic and with 
die Rolling Stones inspired him. 

Oliver Gehhardt runs the Marble Street studio, 
which he built last year widi help from Yurco’s older 
brother, Chris. The place has an artisanal flair, with 
hardwood floors, mahogany leather furniture, wood- 
en noise-reducing panels (hand carved by Gebhardt), 
Oriental rugs, and both vintage and state-of-die-art re- 
cording equipment 

Gebhardt and Yurco grew up together around Ring- 
wood, N J. “We were die longhairs,” says Yurco, whose 
less-dian-angelic behavior earned him a request from 
his private Catholic high school that he not return. 
Gebhardt graduated from the Conservatory of Record- 
ing Arts and Sciences in Arizona. 

Yurco and crew entered Gebhardt's studio widi 


most of the album's songs 

unwritten. “We wake up, grab coffees, 

have diought-provoking conversations, go to record 

shops, then get to work," Yurco says. “Capturing our 

first thoughts on this record is essentiaL” 

The influences on what has become a 13-track 
“patchwork quilt” range from Otis Redding and the 
Master Musicians of Joujouka to Brian Eno and Dick 
Dale. Three days into recording, die musicians have cut 
six tracks with no sign of sputtering ambition. 

“We’re just gonna go in and bangon shit,” says Kauff- 
man during a recent studio session, as he leads Yurco, 
Gebhardt and Abedon into the live room to record a 
tribal drum motif for the song “The Times They Were 
OK.” Kauffman offers the group more direction once 
diey get inside: “Let's aim for that Joujouka sound." 
No one says much. Kauffman elaborates, saying, “Let’s 
gradually build up die tempo and ride that out.” 

The analog equipment Gebhardt uses to record 
gives the music a smoky parlor bent. Vocals and drums 
arrive through an analog tape machine from the early 
70s, and a 24-track Otari captures the sound on two- 
inch tape. 

While recording “Undertow," a dynamic surf in- 
strumental, the band plays so hard diat the dated tape 
jumps its sprockets. Yurco’s studio mandate, “NO PAN- 
ICKING,” fortified in red crayon on a scrap of paper 


taped between the studio’s two 
rooms, is suddenly apropos. The 
nonchalant engineers use the 
malfunction as a wildly original 
transition into die album’s last 
track, “Do No Wrong.” 

"There’s a lot of ‘Did they just do 
that?’ on this record,” Yurco says. 
Before ending a long day's ses- 
during the week of recording, 
Kauffman proposes Yurco chase the 
tribal drums on “The Times” with a 
noisy guitar. Yurco grabs his baby-blue 
Jazzmaster with matching headstock 
— a gift from Fender after he earned a 
sponsorship from the company — and 
sashays into the sound booth. It is well 
past midnight. Gebhardt turns the lights 
down in the control room to better see 
Yurco’s densely bearded face floating in 
the red glow of the sound-booth lamp. 
Yurco plucks a few loud notes of distorted 
twang, amplified through a 1965 Ampeg 
Gemini. 

“Sounding ridic,” says Kauffman at the 
controls. 

Kauffman hits “record” and the anafog 
tape rolls to speed. Beginning with hesitant 
phrases, Yurco’s guitar lines evolve to trace 
his falsetto vocal melody, then transition to 
noise, then shredding. 

Yurco exits the booth and returns to the 
control room. “Can you work with anything in 
there?” he asks. He’s confident in his guitar playing but 
abides by a humble mantra: “No selfishness. No ego.” 

Following their week of recording, and before send- 
ing off their tapes, Yurco and Gebhardt sit together in 
die studio in reflective melancholy. John M. Ortiz's The 
Tao of Music: Sound Psychology lies within reach on an 
end table. Kauffman has flown to Atlanta to play foot 
drums and bass (simultaneously) with singer-song- 
writer Shannon Whitworth, and the room feels empty. 

“I’m super sad it’s over,” Yurco says. 

“Yeah, man,” says Gebhardt, “I'm so bummed out.” 

Despite dieir laments, they're clearly proud of what 
they’ve accomplished. 

“It’s the most true and honest I’ve ever been,” Yurco 
later says via text message, “meaning my heart is bleed- 
ing in the lyrics and music.” 

As the album advances dirough die stages of post- 
production, Yurco has plenty to look forward to. “I 
can’t wait to go out and tear it up again with Grace,” he 
says. The Nocturnals play at the University of Vermont 
on Friday, March 30, for a gig Yurco considers “quite a 
trip”: opening for the President of the United States. © 
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Deep in the 
Heart of Texas 

It’s Monday morning and 
I've been home for just 
about 36 hours, a significant 
portion of which I've 
spent sound asleep, trying 
to recoup die average of 
four hours per night I 
slept over the preceding 
week. I’m in a bit of a fog. I 
haven't unpacked, literally 
or mentally. I have 700 
unopened emails. I haven’t 
been keeping up with news 
or sports. (Peyton Manning 
is a Bronco?) I haven’t even 
checked to see if I was 
I-Spied. (Hang on a sec ._ 
nope. Sigh.) In short, I’m a 

As many of you know, 
starting last Monday 1 was 
in Austin, Texas, navigating 
the annual shitshow that 
is the South by Southwest 
music conference. It was 
an amazing experience 
and something all serious 
music fans should do at 
least once in their lives. 

But it was exhausting. And 
overwhelming. And utterly 
mind boggling. Sitting on 
my back deck writing tills 
column, the warm, Texas- 
like sun beating down on 
me, I'm struggling to put 
my experiences into some 
semblance of order. And, 
yeah, I brought the weather 
back with me. Thought 
it was a better gift than a 
T-shirt. You're welcome. 

I've been to the CMJ 
music conference in NYC. 
I’ve been to festivals. But 
notliing compares to SXSW 
in size, scope or sheer 
madness. Regardless of how 
much planning you do, how 
many showcases or panels 
you attend, how many 
party invites you accept or 
connections you exploit, 
you will always be missing 
something. On the flip 
side, you will accidentally 
encounter something as cool 
or cooler on a daily basis. 

Most of my favorite 


experiences from this year's 
SXSW — or, in the douche-y 
fest lingo, “South by” — 
happened when and where 
I least expected them. My 
favorite set of the week came 
the night I arrived in town, 
before the music part of 
SXSW had even started. It 
was an LA punk band called 
dead sapa, fronted by the 
most dynamic female singer 
I’ve seen in years. In a post 
I wrote for Seven Days’ staff 
blog, Blurt, following the 
show, I described her as "the 
second coming of bikini kill's 

KATHLEEN HANNA Or GG ALL IN." I 

stand by that 

Another accidental 
highlight happened while 
on my way into East Austin, 
a gritty offshoot of the city 
where, depending on whom 
you ask, the last remnants 
of “real Austin” are said to 
exist. (Note: SXSW is not 
real Austin.) While strolling 
down East 6th Street, I 
noticed a punkish, vagabond 
string band playing an 
outdoor bar/shack whose 
most significant architectural 
feature was a chicken-wire 
fence held up by two-by- 
fours. Oil, and it had a knife- 
throwing booth. (The band 
was local Austin act whiskey 
shivers. Look ’em up) 

I caught up with 
Burlington sorta-expats the 
cave bees, who currently 
reside in Austin, at another 
East Austin dive, the Grakle. 
The party was sponsored 
by the Austin facial hair 
club, a group of fantastically 
bearded men who looked 
like extras from “Sons of 
Anarchy.” The Bees were 
part of a showcase of crazy 
Japanese metal bands. As 
you may recall, the Bees 
aren't Japanese. Nor do they 
play metal. But they rocked, 
especially since they were 
joined by part-time Austinite 
— and Burlington guitar god 

I saw ANDREW bird. I saw 
the punch brothers. I saw 
a late-night set by builtto 



spill I saw an afternoon 

set by roky erickson. I saw 

DALE EARNHARDT JR. JR. COVCr 
WHITNEY HOUSTON. I sat in on 

a heated and fascinating 
conversation between a 
major-label friend and 
former 7D music editor casey 
rae-hunter about online 
music streaming, the “plight” 
of major labels and whether 
Grooveshark is actually 
illegal. I ate too much BBQ. 
And Tex-Mex. I drank Lone 
Star beer. I discovered the 
hangover-obliterating power 
of breakfast tacos. I should 
really eat a salad today. 

A common criticism of 
SXSW is that what once was 
an outlet for undiscovered, 
and specifically Austin- 
based, bands is now little 
more than a corporate- fueled 
showcase for big names. 

Or, ns a commenter on 
Blurt postured, dial SXSW 
is “played out" It’s a valid 
point. Corporate influence 
is ubiquitous at SXSW. And 
when people like me (media 
types) fawn over Bird and 
the Punch Brothers, it does 
steal some of die thunder 
from up-and-coming acts 


who could really use die 
exposure - c'mon, was I 
really going to pass up a 
chance to see those guys for 
free? Not likely. 

But to dismiss SXSW 
as “played out" misses die 
point. Because of die sheer 
magnitude of this festival, 
unknown bands still vasdy 
outnumber the majors. And 
because of the craziness, you 
can’t help but discover new 
bands and experiences along 
die way. You'll find yourself 
throwing knives with punks 
at a dive bar. You'll get 
caught in a mosh pit while a 
band of flamboyandy dressed 
Japanese dudes tear dirough 
some of the most vidous 
metal you’ll ever hear. You’ll 
get hit on at a Brooklyn Vegan 
showcase by ... er, never 

When I left for Austin, 
one of my editors asked what 
my “goal" was for SXSW. I 
didn't have a good answer. 
Looking back, I think the 
goal was to get lost And 
dien to reemerge with a 
better appreciation for how 
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It’s a Man’s World NYC’s the HEN play post-punk by way of Charles Bukowski. 
It’s a deliriously dirty confluence of noise and libido that oozes with unapologetically flawed 
masculinity. Theband’s new album. Open Your Heart, draws from such varied post-punk sources 
as drone, metal and shoegaze but retains a singular fire and grit This Sunday, March 25, the 
Men headline the Monkey House with support from Nude Beach, Rough Francis and D J Disco 



RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop), 10 p.m.. Free. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Yeah Budd (rock), 10 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS Gary 


TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB Karaoke 

THERAPY: Therapy Thursdays with 
DJ NYCE (Top 40), 10:30 p.m. Free. 


FRI.23 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 
CLUB METRONOME: No Dlgglty: 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Toots 
| the Maytais (reggae), B: 30 p.m.. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Giant Panda Guerilla Dub 
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much incredible music the 
world has to offer, and how 
Vermont fits in. 

It's easy to feel like we’re 
stuck in a bubble here, hi 
many ways, we are. But diat's 
part of what makes our litde 
music scene unique and 
special. Seeing a monstrosity 
like SXSW and then coming 
home to Vermont’s cozy 
music community helps 
put what we do here into 
context and appreciate it that 
much more. Also, the knife- 
throwing diing. 

BiteTorrent 

Calling all Material Girls! 
(And boys.) This Saturday, 
March 24, Radio Bean hosts 
madonna Night, an all-star 
tribute to Madge, featuring 
a cavalcade of local acts, 
including Caroline oton nor's 
new band veoora, lily sickles, 

P00L00P. DINOBRAVO. JENNY 

among others — the last 
band I assume to be some 
incarnation of Bean owner 

LEE ANDERSON'S band, CCCOME? 
This is actually the second 
time Madonna Night has 
happened at the Bean. 

The first was in 2007, and 
Anderson still claims it was 


the busiest night in Bean 


Speaking of all-local all- 
star tributes to pop icons: 
On Friday, March 23, the 
Monkey House hosts neil 
young Tribute Night with 
a slew of local indie acts, 
including parmaga, maryse 

SMITH, PAPER CASTLES, WREN & 

and many more. Sounds like 


fun, though does it strike 
anyone else as odd that the 
local Neil Young tribute band 
ragged GLORY isn’t on die bill? 
Just sayin’- 


Hip-hop fans, wu-tang clan’s 
gza is playing die Rusty Nail 
Bar & Grille in Stowe this 
Friday, March 23, and he’s 
bringing a ton of local heat 
as support. Slated to open 
are VT hip-hop favorites 


die LYNGUISTIC CIVILIANS, 

end agenda, the aztext and 
boomslang. Word. 


Last but not least, since I 
blew most of the column on 
my SXSW shenanigans, we’ll 
have a special blog edition 
of Soundbites on Blurt this 
Thursday, March 22, widi a 
few more bits and pieces diat 
didn't fit in print. ® 

0 

Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally selF-indulgent 

1 I share a random sampling 
of what was on my iPod, 
turntable. CD player. 8-track 
player, etc. this week. 

The Clearing 

White Rabbits. 

Whiskey Shivers, 

| Batholith 
The Lumineers. 

The Lumineers 

j The Slideshow Effect 

la J 
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ELISABETH y^TRAPP 

■ - SHERATON - BURLINGTON EMERALD GRAND BALLROOW 


SPECIAL GUESTS : LeROY PRESTON |> BETSY - DAWIS 
WILLIAMS D JEFF POTTER i> PETER RILEY 



tickets: 863-5966 or WWW.FLYNNTIX.ORG 


JSB BEIV EKIT FOR THE 



PRESENTED ** the SHERATON BURLINGTON 


! “ BY: SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


POMERLEAUl 


Peopled United 
Bank 





CLUB DATES 



ON THE RISE BAKERY LllaWebb 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: D| 

Ben no (Top 40|. 10 p.m.. Free. 


northern 



BLACK CAP COFFEE: Jeff Nlch 
(folk], 3 p.m. .Free 


Under the Stare (Jerry Garda 
Band trl bute). 9 pm. Free. 


PARKER PIE CO. Americana 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 

Fdday Night Frequencies with 
DJ Rekkon (hip-hop). M p.m.. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Blind Owl Band 
(rock). 10 p.m.. Free. 

(hip-hop). 10 p.m_ $5. 


SAT. 24 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Retronome 
( 80 s dance party), 10 p.m. $S. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

acoustic) 8 p.m.. $20/23. AA 


HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 



What the Folk? On their 2012 album, 20th Century Folk Selections 
- the band's first for Royal Potato Family Records tood clou sen's a love electric 
reinterpret eight modem classics through an improvisational jazz lens. Contrary to 
the record's title, Clouser’s selections, from the Beastie Boys' "Gratitude" to Nirvana’s 
“All Apologies," aren't thought of as “folk” — or jazz, for that matter. Rather, Clouser 
considers each to be "folkloric in nature,” and by reworking them cuts to a deeper level 
of understanding, not only of his source material, but of the links between folk, pop and 
jazz music. This Friday. March 23. Todd Clouser's A Love Electric play Burlington's 




REVIEW this 



Garrett J. Brown, 
Priorities 

(SEU=-RELEASED,CO| 

Garrett J. Brown’s debut album, 
Priorities, calls me back to my own 
earliest musical endeavors. I remember 
that I felt a lot older titan my years back 
dien, and that when 1 sat down behind 
my TASCAM four- track recorder, I 
was going for a very specific sound: 
somediing between the adolescent 
Conor Oberst of the late '90s and Elliott 
Smidi’s Either/Or. Admittedly, there 
isn't much room for originality between 
these two sad-bastard inspirations. 

You won’t find any hints of Oberst or 
Smith on Brown's debut, but you will 
hear a musical product that results from 
just a handful of inspirations. This is not 
meant to put die guy down; Brown does 
his job well. But to be honest, the young 
local songwriter's music is so clearly a 
product of his influences, I don’t have 
much else to say about him. 

Here’s what I will say: Brown 
channels the intensely upbeat, feel- 
good sound of singer-songwriters such 
as Jack Johnson and Jason Mraz, while 
making few attempts to mask his very 
obvious influences. All the elements 
of this subgenre are prominent on 
Priorities : clean acoustic guitars, bongos 
and shakers, die fast-scat-style vocal 
breakdowns and infinitely positive 
lyrical content (“Kick back and take 
the long road / Relax for a while now, 
baby"). The music is far from bad, the 
production is professional, and the 
musicians all play their instruments 
well. It sounds as good as a Jack 
Johnson or Jason Mraz album. Take 
that how you will. 


What Priorities lacks is the honesty 
of a songwriter acknowledging his 
unique perspective. I believe it's the 
artist’s job to soak up experience 
— both die awe inspiring and the 
uncomfortable — and turn it back on 
the world from a fresh vantage point. 
That’s hardly an original statement 
about art, but it’s wordi reiterating in 
this context. Though young, Brown is 
not a bad musician, and Priorities is a 
solid homage to his inspirations. I just 

Garrett J. Brown plays the Higher 
Ground Showcase Lounge diis Sunday, 
March 25, as part of a benefit for VSA 
Vermont. 



Husbands AKA, 
Husbands AKA 

(SELF-RELEASED, DIGITAL DOWNLOADI 
Burlington’s ska scene isn’t prominent 
— it lives primarily on local turntables 
radier than onstage. But ska-punkers 
Husbands AKA are gaining momentum. 
On their new, self-titled album, 
which showcases dieir hardcore and 
punk-rock roots, the musicians bring 
checkered hellfire. 

“Controlled" opens die record on 
a serious note: drug addiction. Lead 
vocalist Dylan Burns sings, “Don't judge 
a person by the color of their skin or by 
die poison that they have just shot in.” 
The songbarely clears two minutes but 
evokes a lifelong batde. 


“Nobody’s Listening" infuses 
street-punk choruses into the band's 
ska-roots modus operand!. Guitarist 
Sean Fitzpatrick and organist Tyson 
Valyou create an intense sonic assault, 
and bassist Chris Valyou is equally 
instrumental in creating the band's 
bouncy dynamic. Collectively, the trio 
drive this record. But it’s drummer Alex 
Pond who shifts die album into high 
gear. Channeling a little Dave Mello 
from Operation Ivy, Pond slams out 
aggressively quick changes, accelerating 
with passion. 

“Wild Girl" suggests the slapstick 
style of the Queers, with Burns offering 
similar skirls while staying grounded on 

“Nice & Easy” harnesses the 
traditional ska feel of the Two Tone 
era. With melodies reminiscent of the 
Specials, this laid-back tune suggests 
diat you “slow down, now pick it up ... 
take it nice and easy." The band takes 
its own advice: after a few slower tunes, 
die album rips. 

“One More Time” may be die 
record's defining song. The chorus 
is timeless, and the outro perfectly 
encapsulates the Husbands’ style: It 
makes you want to fill a dance floor and 
join in a sing-along chorus. Fitzpatrick 
alternates quickly between shredding 
power chords and upbeat strums. 

Rifling to the melodies, he is the only 
guitar player needed. Early punk-rock 
structures shine throughout, and 
Fitzpatrick seals the deal. 

The album fittingly closes with 
“Voices." As soon as Burns sings, 

“I’ve lost all control,” the song falls 
seamlessly in and out of distorted 
dynamics and intermittent ska sections. 

There is a lot to like about Husbands 
AKA’s latest. None of the songs crosses 
die three-minute mark. Gone are 
die predictable horn lines typical of 
diird-wave ska bands — melodies 
succeed here with just one organ. And 
the record’s production is raw and 
to the point Even better, Husbands 
AKA is available for free download at 
husbandsaka.bandcamp.com/album/ 
husbands-aka. 
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RED SQUARE: TomCleaiy (jazz). 
5 pm, Free. The Blind Owl Band 
(rock),8 p.m., SS. OJ A-Oog 
(hip-hop), 11:30 p.m. $5. 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ 

(house). 10 p.m.. $5. 

central 

BAGITOS: Irish Session. 2 p.m., 


THE BUCK DOOR: Small Change 
(Tom Waits tribute), 9:30 p.m„ 



PURPLE MOON PUB BoDOy 


THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 



Champlain valley 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Casimlr Effect 

THE HUB PIZZERIA & PUB: 



SUN.25 // BOOMBOX (ROCK) 



Muscle Up boombox do their legendary hometown of Muscle Shoals, Ala., proud. Through an army of 
live instruments, turntables and electro gadgetry, the duo creates a multifaceted and oft-psychedelic hybrid of sound 
rooted in both electronic dance music and vintage blues-rock. This Sunday. March 25. Boombox shake up die Higher 
Ground Ballroom. 



5 ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego 

| regional 

TABU CAFf & NIGHTCLUB: All 

Night Dance Party with OJ Toxic 
Bj (Top 40), 5 p.m.. Free. 

SUN.25 

8 burlington area 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

Boombox (hip-hop). 8:30 p.m.. 



northern 

(singer-songwriter), 7:30 p.m. 

MON. 26 


burlington area 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE I w«n Atlantic (rock! 





with Wylie 7 p.m.. Free, 

RADIO BEAN: Open MIc. B p.m.. 


RED SOUARE: Industry Night 
with Robbie J (hip-hop), 11 p.m. 


RUBEN JAMES: Why Not 

Monday? with Dakota (hip-hop), 

central 

BAGITOS: Open Mlc.7p.rn. Free. 


REO SOUARE Upsetta 
International with Super K (reg- 
gae). 8 p.m.. Free. Craig Mitchell 


northern central 


TUE.27 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Bass 
Culture with OJs Jahson 1 Nickel 

IMHI. DJ Bay B. Seirtaught 
C-Ladd (hip-hop). 9p.m.. SS.1B+. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Cody 

MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: 

Open MIc. 6 p.m,. Free 

NECTAR'S: Boombasnap (Jam). 9 

Grant and Stepstone (country), 9 


champlain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Trivia 
Night 7 pm. Free Monster Hits 

northern 

THE HUB PIZZERIA & PUB: Mud 

City Ramblers (bluegrass). 9 

MOOG'S Open Mlc/Jam Night 


WED. 28 


btirlington area 
1/2 LOUNGE: Rewind with OJ 
Craig Mitchell (retro). 10 p.m. 



FRANNY 0‘S: Karaoke 9:30 p.m. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 



(EDM), 8:30 p.m.. $28/34. AA. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Cam Meeklns. 

$i2m.AA. Ip " 0,1 P 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Gabe 
Jar rett (Jazz). 7p.nv.Free. 
MANHATTAN PIZZA& PUB: 

Open MIc with Andy Lugo. 10 



ONE PEPPER OREL Open MIc 

ON TAP BAR It GRILL Leno & 
Young (acoustic rock). 7 p.m.. 



RED SQUARE: Left Eye Jump 



central 





PURPLE MOON PUB: Phineas 
Gage (bluegrass), 7 pm. Free. 


champlain valley 

CITY LMITS: Karaoke with Let It 
RockEntertalnment 9p.m.. Free. 

ON THE RISE BAKERY Open 

northern 


THE HUB PIZZERIA & PUB: Seth 



regional 

MONOPOLE Open MIc 8 p.m. 
Free® 
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On Wood’s Edge 


art 


D own in a Duxbury hollow, an 
80-year-old Japanese Ameri- 
can artist sculpts in solitude 
and near obscurity — which 
is just the way he likes it Nori Morimoto 
carves abstract works in wood, as well as 

ber mill that has served as his home and 
studio since 1987. 

Morimoto's delicately rendered forms 
remain largely unknown in Vermont but are 
popular in Japan. The beauly of his creations 
would suffice to explain their sales there 
but the Vermont mystique that he says exists 
in Japan doesn't hurt eidier. The Art Front 
Gallery in Tokyo sought to capitalize on the 
state's charisma by titling its recent show of 
250 Morimoto sculptures “The Enchanted 

exhibit in his adopted state; only smatter- 
ings of his work can be found at the West 
Branch Gallery & Sculpture Park in Stowe. 
“Not many people in Vermont arc inter- 
ested in seeing my stuff," die artist says 
matter-of-factly. The majority of people 
here don't understand it.” 

That appraisal draws a sad assent from 
West Branch co-owner Christopher Cur- 
tis. Aldiough he's personally a big fan of 
Morimoto's “very soulful” work. Cur- 
tis confides that he seldom finds buyers 
for it. “We get a lot of ‘Ooh, do you have 
any paintings of cows? 1 You won’t find an 
Asian look in many Vermont homes.” 

And Asia - Japan, specifically - is the 
unmistakable source of Morimoto's aes- 
thetic, which entails close observation of 
nature. Curtis sees a distinctively Japa- 
nese look in the alternately wavy, chunk}' 
and circular patterns that Morimoto coax- 
es from blocks of maple, walnut and ash. 
“There’s some intervention in the wood, 
but the integrity of the material is still 
highly respected," Curtis says in situating 
Morimoto’s work within Japan’s artistic 
tradition. “He's able to pull remarkable 
forms out of that material." 

Some Americans do appreciate Morim- 
oto's achievements, and millions more 
glimpse one of his pieces every weekday, 
without realizing it That bandy-legged cof- 
fee table alongside “Today" host Matt Lauer 
is a Morimoto creation, though its glass top 
is an NBC addition. The Rockwell Group a 
Manhattan-based international design firm, 
has purchased Morimoto's furniture pieces 
as has the high-end Nobu chain of Japanese 
restaurants, notes Yukari Hoest, one of the 
artist's three adult children. 

Morimoto also has a direct connection 
to Japanese cuisine The KuraBam restau- 
rant in Huntington, on Long Island, that 


he opened in the 1970s continues to draw 
diners from the New York City suburbs and 
beyond. Morimoto says his mother taught 
him how to cook Chinese and Japanese cui- 
sine, andhe’s since added Italian and French 
dishes to his personal repertoire 

The artist’s wife, Noriko, who suffered 
a stroke 10 years ago. still lives in the Hun- 
tington home that the Morimotos bought 
in 1971. Morimoto outgrew his former 
workshop in a Long Island garage and 
came to Vermont in the mid-’80s. It was 
love at first sight for the old Duxbury mill, 
now a studio filled with tools and scraps 
of wood, and a nearby small house where 


legged tables and stools still occupy the 
workshop, as well as handmade lamps that 
resemble stands of reeds. Asked die price 
of a wood assemblage on the wall, he says 
without hesitation, “$10,000.” 

Before settling on Vermont Morimoto re- 
veals, he looked for a place in the Carolinas, 
but the racism lie encountered there, along 
with the advice of a friend, led him to head 
north instead. He loves Vermont Morimoto 
says, and adds "The people are so nice." 

Itmaybe destiny thatled him to content- 
ed isolation in Duxbury’s enchanted forest 
Hoest the artist’s 50-year-old daughter and 
manager of die KuraBam restaurant, notes 


the two men's abstract sculptures. Their 
tables and lamps reflect a shared approach 
of melding Western modernism with tra- 
ditional Japanese design. Noguchi, how- 
ever, was bom in Los Angeles to an Amer- 
ican mother and Japanese father, and he 
worked in a variety of mediums, while 
Morimoto lias focused on the woods that 
surround him in Vermont 

“All of nature is abstract," Morimoto 
says, explaining why he favors that mode 
over more representational work. “Look 
at the trees, the leaves, the branches. All 
have different shapes, different angles. All 
are abstract." 



NOT MANY PEOPLE IN VERMONT ARE 
INTERESTED IN SEEING MY STUFF 

THE MAJORITYOF PEOPLE 
HERE DON'T UNDERSTAND IT. 

NORI MORIMOTO 

Morimoto eats and sleeps. He visits Nor- 
iko about once a month but admits with 
a smile, “I don't really miss my wife. I do 
miss my art when I leave here." 

Morimoto, who is perhaps five feet tall 
and wiry, with tousled salt-and-pepper 
hair over a worn face, lives and works 
alongside the Crossett Brook. The water, 
which gurgles placidly during a recent 
visit, nearly inundated his buildings dur- 
ing Tropical Storm Irene. 

He apologizes to his visitors that there 
is little work to see — he’s just returned 
from delivering much of it to Tokyo - 
but clusters of Morimoto’s unique three- 


that her father lived as a teen and young 
adult in a rural region of southern Japan. 
Coincidentally, “Morimoto" means “on the 
edge of the woods" in Japanese. 

“He's come full circle,” Hoest observes. 

Along the way, Mori moto was drawn to 
bright lights and big cities; he spent a few 
years in Tokyo before migrating to Manhat- 
tan in 1957. He came in search of Raymond 
Loewy, the graphic artist who designed the 
Lucky Strike cigarette k)ga Morimoto had 
become captivated by the four-color bull's- 
eye on the Lucky packs discarded by Amer- 
ican GIs in postwar Japan 

In New York, he studied graphic art 
and fell in with a small group of artists 
with Japanese roots who had likewise 
sought inspiration and connections in the 
global capital of modem art. Among them 
was Isamu Noguchi (1904-1988), who 
is regarded as one of the titans of 20th- 
century sculpture as well as a notable de- 
signer of furniture and lighting "Noguchi 
was a fantastic artist" Morimoto says. “I 
learned a lot from him.” 

There are some similarities between 


Morimoto hasn't been the warmest of fa- 
thers, Hoest reveals, describing him as “self- 
centered.” But it’s dear that she respects 
Morimoto's commitmentto Iris art as well as 
the “perfectionism" that site says, he passed 
along to her and his other children; Risa. a 
filmmaker; and Mido. a former ski racer 
who now works as a contractor. 

Morimoto does seem utterly self-con- 
tained — to the point of making his own 
sculpting tools out of pipes and pieces of 
metal. Although he'sa polite conversational- 
ist in still heavily accented English, Morim- 
oto admits to preferring the company of his 
art to that of people. He works all day, every 
day, sometimes forgetting to stop for lunch. 

Does it get lonely down in his hollow? 
“1 talk to the wood.” Morimoto says, and 
adds that it sometimes talks to him as well. 
Besides, he observes. “Wood is like human 
beings; Some is very tough, some is me- 
dium, some is soft.” ® 
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‘Bone Structures’ When re-creating the human form, every good 
draftsperson knows, it’s what’s beneath the skin that matters. Sculptors and painters 
display exquisite attention to skeletal structure in an exhibit at Rutland’s Chaffee Art 
Center, on view through April 21. Underneath the soft curves of Don Ramey Is marble 
carvingof a seated woman, you can sense the weight of her ribs. Even under layers of 
billowing clothes. Janet McKenzie’s "Magna Mater” (pictured) appears to be strutting 
her powerful bone structure. And in Andrew DeVries' bronze sculpture of a dancing 
man, the muscular arms and legs are thrust outward, as if in celebration of every bone 
in die dancer's body. Catch the reception. Saturday, March 24, 4-7 p.m. 




PAMELA STAFFORD & KATHERINE PLANTE: Oil 

In Burlington. Info, 540-0107. ** B 

PERSIAN VISIONS': Contemporary photography 

19th- and early 20th-century travel photography: 
A DISCERNING EYE': Selections from the J. Brooks 

Museum. UVM. In Burlington. Info. 656-07S0. 8 
PETER WEYRAUCH: Rode' black-and-white 
photographs of cars. Gates 1-8 : JULIA PURINTON: 
oil palntln gs. Skyway: GILLIAN KLEIN: ol I painting 

in South Burlington. Inlb. 865-7166. 

REVERIE’: Landscape seascape stlll-llfe and 
architecture paintings by artists who paint In Cape 
Ann, Mass., and Vermont Ihrough April 7 at Ulle 
Fine Art Salon I n BurllngUin. Info, 617-894-4673. 
RICHARD WEINSTEIN: New work by the Vermont 
Scarlet Galleries I ^Burlington. Info. 508-237-0651 
RICK JASANY & KEVIN MORIN: Photography. 

ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE: Spilling the Beans: 
The Dropped Food Sedes’ acrylic paintings. 



SHAHRAM ENTEKHABI Happy Meal, a him 
featu ring a young Muslim girl eating a McDonald's 

from the museum s permanent col lection (through 
June 3). At Fleming Museum UVM. In Burlington. 
Infct 6S6-0750. 

SHARYN LAY FI ELD A Month of Sundays ’ acrylic 

STUDENT EXHIBITION: Paintings, photography and 
Through April 1 at Muddy Waters in Burlington. Info. 
TARA GOREAU: Paintings by the Vermont artist 
658-8822. 



ARTIS LITERACY OF THE SOUL’: Artwork by area 
Randolph. Info. 431-0204. 

BARB LEBER: Black. White and Color.’ acrylic paint- 
ings: CHERYL DICK: ’Birmingham and Beyond, 
pastels and oils, through April 23 at Kellogg- 
Hubbard Library In Montpelier. Info. 223-3338. 

Casey Blanchard Bryce LeVan Cushing and Richard 
Weis. Through March 31 at Vermont Institute of 

G. ROY LEVIN: Found-object artwork By the (bunder 
whodledT g^MiMi. 3i r, t P C°f| ri " n Hall 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN WATERCOLOR EXHIBITION 1 . 

Muntoon. Barbara Pafume Robert OBrlen, Robert 
Sydorowlch and Gary Eckhart Through May 4 at 


JODY STAHLMAN: Dogs. Penguins, a Pig and a 
frog' paintings. Through April 30 auhe Shoe Horn 

MARTHA LOVING ORGAIN: thinking With the 





NANCY SIUJMAN & REDEL FROMETA: In Our 



in Bane. Into. 371-4375. 



SOUND PROOF: THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF 
MATTHEW THORSEN, VERMONT MUSIC IMAGES 



■STORYTIME 1 : Work In a variety ol media explonng 


"NEVER FORGET: Work examining the creative 
journey of women. Through April 7 at Studio Place 
Aits I n Barre. Info 479-7059. 


THE HISTORY OF GODDARD COLLEGE: AN BIA 
OF GROWTH. EXPANSION AND TRANSITIONS. 
1969 - 1979 ': Photographs, films and archival 

programs created at Goddard In the 70s Through 
June 20 at El lot D. Pratt Library, Goddard College In 
Plainfield. Info. 454-8311 



PICTURE THIS! 


SEVEN DAYS /Tf 

re View 

Plan your visual art adventures with our 
new Friday email bulletin filled with: 

• art news, profiles and reviews 

• weekly picks for exhibits 

• receptions and events 


ART WORKS, WALKS O WORDS 


Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 



NORTH ERNVT SHOWS 
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WHAT'S YOUR DEAL? 



Purchase these offers only at: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


BALLROOM NIGHTS: 4 WEEKS OF 
BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES FOR 
1 PERSON FOR ONLY $28! 

Add fund, 



romance, and 
excitement 
to your life 
through 
dancing! 

Ballroom Nights let's you exercise in a fun new way as you enrich 
your life and improve your physical health, and now you can get your 
lessons for 50% off! 



THE BODY LOUNGE: 

$20 TOWARDS YOUR NEXT 
PURCHASE FOR ONLY $10! 

The Body Lounge, in Stowe, is the purveyor of the 
highest quality natural and organic bath, body and 
skincare products, and has the right product for 
each individual who walks in the door. With today's 
Perk you can get you something to refresh and 
relax your mind. 



‘Spontaneous’ In an image by Burlington photographer Erica Brown, a 
flock of seagulls has just lifted off the sand. Nearby, a woman and a young boy look oa 
crouching to avoid an errant foot or violent wing. This is one of many fleeting moments 
captured by various artists around the world that appear as photos at the Darkroom 
Gallery in Essex Junction. The images are lively and mysterious, each offering just a 
sliver of a story: A naked man and woman embrace in a public fountain. A dog leaps 
through trees. A boy with a briefcase stares plaintively into the camera on an Istanbul 
street Let your imagination fill in the rest. March 25 through April 15, reception Sunday, 
3-5 pan. Pictured: Detail of “Smoking in the Sun” by Daniel J. Elliott. 
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1/2PRICETICKETS 


LJOVA AND THE 
KONTRABAND 

Fri., March 23 $25 $12.50 
UVM Music Building Recital 
Hall, Burlington 


"Weaving slender threads of 
musical memory — tango, klezmer, 
polka, salon music, film music, 
chamber music, gypsy music, and jazz — into a structure rigorous 
enough to hold them all." — James Manheim, All Music Guide 


SEVEN DAYS 

Deaii 



Seven Days delivers deep 
discounts on concerts plays 
and more! Between ticket deals 
get local perks on shopping, 
services and dining. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
| deals.sevendaysvt.com 

8 



THE GOVERNMENT MORGAN': Photographs. 



northern 

ALL ABOARD: AN EXHIBITION OF TRAINS' 



CHIP TROIANO: Photos of Bhutan and of the 




CONNECTED TO VERMONT Two- and three- 







ART SHOWS 



JEAN CHEROUNY: Source ofEmpathy.' recent 
paintings. Through May 20 at Dlbden Center (or 
the Aits. Johnson State College. Info, 3B8-0320. 
KATHLEEN KOLB: 'Snow Light.' oil paintings. 
Gallery In Stowe. Inlo. 253-1818. 


LATE-WINTER SHOW: Abstract work by Karen 
Albans. Inlo, 5240405. 


MARILYN . 



Derrick Adams 

Derrick Adams is a deconstructivist 
with a thing for pop culture. In a 
recent body of work, the New York 
City artist covered an image of 
Mike Tyson's massive trunk with 
a translucent wall of bricks. In the 
same scries, he dressed up stacks 
of real bricks with hoodies, leather 
jackets and academic robes. These 



days. Adams uses clothing patterns, 
printed shelf liner, pencil, paint 
and crayon to create landscapes 
and angular human forms. ‘The 
work investigates the relationship 
between man and monument as 
they coexist in the landscape as 
representations of one another," he 
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Poem( 


MONTPELIER | 2012 

All events are free of charge 


Sydney Lea 

Poetry Reading & PoemCity Kick-off 

April 1 . Sunday 
Vermont State House 
1 15 State Street | 4 PM 

Leland Kinsey 

Autobiographica 

April 2, Monday 

Hayes Room, Kellogg-Hubbard Library 
135 Main Street | 7 PM 

Michael Palma 

Lecture 

April 4, Wednesday 

Hayes Room, Kellogg-Hubbard Library 

135 Main Street I 7 PM 


PoemCity is presented by the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library and Montpelier Alive 




m 


3 

1 





movies 


21 Jump Street ★★★★ 



H alfway through this affable, in- 
spired grab bag of a comedy, it 
hit me that what 1 was watch- 
ing wasn't merely a good movie 
but the Greatest TV Adaptation Ever Made. 
OK, the bar wasn’t exactly high. Nonethe- 
less, cowriters Jonah Hill and Michael Ba- 
call deserve credit for their discovery that 
the secret to success in this genre is keeping 
the source material's title and premise, then 
losing everything else that made it a hit wav 
back when. 

the late- '80s television series on which it's 
based. As directed by Phil Lord and Chris 
Miller (Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs ), 
the film is very much an Age of Apatow ex- 
drugs, pop-culture parody and unabashed 
warmth. While 1 never saw the TV show, 1 
am fairly sure it had fewer penis jokes. 

Hill costars with Channing Tatum, an 
actor not known for his comedic gifts. One 

turns out. is that he's a natural. The two play- 
rookie cops assigned to an undercover oper- 
ation. As their supervisor Nick Offerman 


from “Parks and Recreation" - explains, 
“The police have run out of new ideas. All 
they can do is recycle crap from the '80s and 
hope nobody notices." Their assignment: 
masquerade as high school students and find 
the source of a dangerous new recreational 
drug (“It's killing white kids, so people 

The notion that Hill and Tatum could 
pass for teenagers is hilarious, and the movie 
has a lot of fun with that preposterousness. 
Funnier still is the idea that they could be 
brothers, but that's the boneheaded ruse 
their supervisors concoct. Hill is supposed to 
be Brad, an overachieving dweeb, while Ta- 
tum's planned secret identity is Doug, ladies’ 
man, star athlete and straight-F student. But, 
just as he can never quite manage to memo- 
rize the Miranda rights, he spaces out in the 
principal’s office on their first day and gets it 
backward. 

Which works out just great for Hill's 
character. He gets to relive high school as 
one of the popular kids. His partner finds 
himself in equally unfamiliar territory - 
namely, AP chemistry. The script mines the 

My favorite sequence follows the cops’ 


initial encounter with Eric (Dave Franco), 
the ecology-minded teen drug lord. He 
agrees to sell them each a hit as long as they 
take it then and there to prove they're not 
nates. The subsequent 20 minutes are the 

an instant classic, and 1 loved the Limit- 
less-inspired bit in which, peaking on the 
mind-altering substance. Tatum strides up 
to a whiteboard, slashes numbers on it fever- 
ishly and throws down his marker, shouting, 
“Fuck you, science!" Upon which the cam- 

scrawled jumble of 4s. 

The movie offers lots of equally surreal 
moments, and its pacing is a thing of beau- 
ty. There isn't a dull patch. Bacall and Hill 

ing disparate tones and themes. One minute 
21 Jump Street ruminates on how the high 


school experience has changed over the past 
decade. (Tatum misses the good old days 
when dumb jocks ruled and blames the tri- 
umph of sensitivity on “Glee") The next, the 
film spoofs action-movie conventions, as in 
the highway chase throughout which noth- 
ing that would normally blow up agrees to 
blow up. 

Of course, it's also one hell of a love story. 
And I'm not talking about the borderline- 
wrong crush between Hill and an underage 
student (Brie Larson). The real attraction 
here is between Brad and Doug. The movie 
takes bromance to new heights, in the pro- 
cess illustrating with a loopy brilliance pre- 
cisely what's so funny about police, love and 
understanding. 


REVIEWS 
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Friends with Kids ★ ★ ★ * 


Some viewers seem very bothered by the 
premise of Friends with Kids . But, if you 
aren't offended by the deep-rooted cynicism 
of its protagonists. Jennifer Westfeldt’s 
directorial debut is the rare “romantic 
comedy" that qualifies as both funny and 
adult. It's also, just marginally, romantic. 

Westfeldt and Adam Scott play Julie and 
Jason, two thirtysomething New York pro- 
long that the thought of getting physical or 
romantic with each other, a la When Harry 
Mel Sally.,., just grosses them out. They snark 
about their failed relationships and roll their 
eyes at couples who bring shrieking toddlers 
into restaurants ... until their mutual friends 
start having kids, too. 

Watching as child rearing turns formerly 
happy duos into stressed-out antagonists, 
Julie and Jason diagnose the problem with 
a naivetd worthy of adolescents. Romance, 
they decide, is incompatible with reproduc- 

worthy coparent — such as a best friend — so 
one will never have to bicker with one’s True 
Love (who will surely happen along at some 
point) abou t who's on diaper d uty. 

None of this would have sounded that 


strange to people born centuries ago. back in 
the days when marriage and love were seen 
as oil and water. But it certainly does to the 
pair's friends and relations, when they learn 
that Julie and Jason are putting their theory 
in practice. Is he impregnating her because 
he "feels sorry" for her? Will their son be 
scarred by the spectacle ofhis friend-parents 
dating other people? Soon we find out, and, 
as always in comedy, the best-laid plans go 
decisively, but not tragically, awry. 

Friendship is hard to fake on film - per- 
haps even harder than sexual chemistry - 
and the movie's greatest strength is that iLs 

pany. Westfeldt and Scott share a wry, neu- 
rotic humor that compensates for his not- 
so-ideal castingas a callous playboy ad maa 
(Scott has carved out a small-screen niche as 
a more endearing Woody Allen type; his TV 
girlfriend. Leslie Knope, would be startled 
to hear about him dating Megan Fox in this 
film.) Maybe the role of Jason was originally 
intended for Jon Hamm, who plays one of 
the couple's friends, along with three more 
Bridesmaids alumni: Kristen Wiig, Maya Ru- 
dolph and Chris O’Dowd. They all interact in 
relaxed, funny, natural ways, while the more 



stereotypical characters played by Fox and 
Edward Burns, as Julie's love interest — get 
shorter shrift from Westfeldt’s screenplay. 

Some have charged that the film is anti- 
family, but it's premised on Julie and Jason); 
desire to have kids. It's their desire to have 
everything - except angst or mess - that 
ends up seeming pretty immature. Westfeldt 
could have developed this theme better; a 

cal friends with their mellowness and poise 
in dealing with an infant comes dangerously 
close to supporting their thesis that romance 
is what poisons family and vice versa. 


But the other shoe drops when Julie and 
Jason start dating their "perfect” partners. 
The deeper they get into their bold relation- 
ship experiment, the more they realize, in- 
evitably, that friendship can be os difficult to 
negotiate as any other kind of love. There's 
nothing shocking about that discovery, or 
about where it leads. What is shocking is 
that Friends with Kids manages to confront 
a few hard truths on its way there. In a genre 
where pink-tinged fantasy fulfillment is the 
norm, that’s an experiment 1 can get behind. 

MARGOT HARRISON 






NEW IN THEATERS 

THE HUNGER GAMES: A teenager (Jennifer 
Lawrence) volunteers to replace her sister In a 
televised gladiatorial combat to the death in 
this adaptation of Suzanne Collins' best-selling 
young-adult novel, set in adystopian Future. 

Woody Harrelson and StanleyTucci. Gary Ross 
directed. (142 min. PG-13. Bijou. Capitol. Essex. 
Majestic Marquis, Palace. Paramount Roxy. 
Stowe. Sunset Welden) 

NOW PLAYING 

21 JUMP STREET**** Jonah Hill and 
Chanrtng Tatum play puerile police officers who 

series that launched Johnny Depp back in the 
day. With Ice Cube. Phil Lord and Chris Miller 
(Cloudy Witba Chanceot Meatballs) directed. 
(109 min R. Bi)0u. Capitol. Essex Majestic. 


ACT OF VALOR** Real Navy SEALS partici- 



missions, and the Navy reportedly had a final 
cut With Alex Veadov Roselyn Sanchez, Nestor 
Serrano. Scott Waugh and Mike McCoy directed. 
(Ill min R. Capitol. Essex. Majestic Palace. 
Paramount) 

THE ARTIST***l/2 A silent film star (Jean 
Dujardin) struggles to adaptto the adventof 
talkies in this award-winning old- movie hom- 
age from writer-director Michel Hazanavidus, 
which Is itself black and white and almost 
entirely silent, With Berenice Bejo, John 
Goodman James Cromwell and a cute dog. 

(100 min, PG-13. Capitol Majestic. Palace. Roxy) 
BEING FLYNN**l/2 A young man (Paul Dano) 
finds himself grappling with thedelusions 
of his homeless dad (Robert Oe Niro) in this 
drama based on Nick Flynn's memoir Another 
Bullshit Night in Suck City. Wi th Julianne 
Moore. Paul (About a Boy) Weilz directed, (102 
min. R. Palace) 

THE DESCENDANTS*** George Clooney 
plays a Hawaiian grappling with family ^ ^ 

(Sideways) Payne. With Beau Bridges and Judy 
Greer. (IIS min. R, Palace: ends 3/22) 

DR. SEUSS- THE L0RAX**l/2 Or. Seuss' 
contribution to eco -consciousness becomes a 

of the trees to impress a girl (Taylor Swift). 

With Ed Helms and Danny DeVito voicing the 
Lorax. whom you may have noticed recently 
selling cars on TV. Chris Renaud and Kyle Baida 
directed. (94 min. PG. Bijou Essex (3-D). 

Majestic (3-D), Marquis Palace. Paramount 
[3-D1. Sunset Welden) 

FRIENDS WITH KIDS***l/2 Does child rearing 

find out in this comedy from actress Jennifer 
WestfeldL making her directorial debut, Jon 
Hamm. Adam Scott and Kristen Wllg also star. 
(108 min. R. Palace) 


ratings 

* = refund, please 


BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AR 

COURTESY OF METACRITICCOM. W' “ 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


■I i OUNTRV S Mu'. I Win! I , 


GONE** Amanda Seyfried plays a young 

ance is the work of a serial killer from whom 
she herself escaped in this thriller from director 
Heitor Dahlia. With Jennifer Carpenter and Wes 
Bentley. (9S min. PG-13. Essex: ends 3/22) 


M FESTIVAL: Eighty dr: 


the world play at three downtown Montpelier 
venues. Film descriptions, schedules and 
ticketing info at greenmountainfilmfestival. 
org: see "Stale of the Arts." this issue. (Savoy; 
ends 3/25) 


HUGO**** Martin Scorsese changed 

book The Invention of Hugo Cabret. With Asa 
Butterfield. Ben Kingsley. Sacha Baron Cohen 
and Chloe Moretz. (127 min. PG. Capitol. Essex 
(3-D). Palace) 


THE IRON LADY*** Oscar alert! Meryl 
Streep plays Margaret Thatcher. Britain's only 

director Phyl l Ida | Mamma Mia') Lloyd. With Jim 
Broadbent as Denis Thatcher. (105 min, PG-13. 
Palace. Stowe) 


JEFF, WHO LIVES AT HOME*** Jason Segel 
plays a dude who lives happily in his mom's 

Dup lass (Cyrus), chroniclers of the slacker 

Sarandon and Judy Greer also star. (83 min. R. 
Roxy) 

JOHN CARTER*** Disney plundered the non- 
Tarzan- related work or Edgar Rice Burroughs 
for this adventure tale of a Civil War veteran 
(Taylor Kitsch) who somehow finds himself 
fighting aliens on Mars. With Lynn Collins 
and Willem Defoe. Andrew tWALL-E) Stanton 
directed. (132 min PG-13. Bijou, Capitol (3-01 
Essex (3-D), Majestic (3-D), Marquis, Palace, 
Roxy. Stowe. Welden) 

JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND** 

sending a distress signal. With Vanessa 
Hudgens and Vermont's own Luis Guzman. Brad 
Peyton directed. (94 min. PG, Big Picture. Essex 
(3-DJ. Majestic (3-D). Sunset) 


MY WEEK WITH MARILYN*** Michelle 
Williams playsa fraying Marilyn Monroe in 
a drama about the filming of The Prince and 


the Showgirl in 1956. With Eddie Redmayne, 
Judi Dench and Kenneth Branagh as Laurence 
Olivier. Simon Curtis directed, (96 min. R. 
Capitol: ends 3/22) 


PINA****l/2 Director Wim (Wings of 
Desire) Wenders pays tnbute^to thelate^ ^ 

performance clips and interviews. (106 min. PG. 
Roxy: ends 3/22) 


PROJECTX*1/2 This week in fake-found- 
footage movies, a teen party gets seriously 

a real -fife version of his The Hangover. With 
Oliver Cooper, Jonathan Daniel Brown and 
Thomas Mann. Nima Nourizadeh directed. (88 
min. R, Capitol. Essex. Majestic, Roxy) 

SAFE HOUSE* A deserter from the Cl A ( Den2el 
Washington) emerges from hiding and enlists 
a less experienced agent (Ryan Reynolds) 

Gleeson. Sam Shepardand Vera Farmiga. (IIS 
min. R. Majestic: ends 3/22) 



SHO’ 


movies 


READ BOOKS 



YOUR LOCAL SOURCE 
SINCE I99S 


14 CHURCH ST • BURLINGTON, VT 
CROWBOOKS.COM • (802) 862-0848 


The Vermont Arts Council 
has Cultural Facilities 
Grants Available 

Cultural Facilities grants are 
intended to enhance, create, 
or expand the capacity of an 
existing building that 
provides cultural 
activities for the public. 

NEW Deadline: 

May 14, 2012 

Take our workshop to find out 
how to successfully apply: 

Friday, March 23: 
Windsor Welcome Center 


For more information 
or to RSVP, visit 

vermontartscouncil.org 


All workshops a 
from 3-5 p.rr 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 


show times 

(•)= NEW THIS WEEK I N VERMONT 

Tl MES SUBJECT TO Cl IANGE WITHOUT NOTICE . 

FOR UP-TO-OAIE TIMES VISIT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/MOVIES 


BIG PICTURE 
THEATER 



BIJOU CINEPLEX 
1 -2-3-4 



2:30. 3 (3-D), S:1S (3-D). 7:20 
(^g^MLPrejKtX 



7:35. 10 JohnCaiter(3-0] 



(Frl-5unonly). 11:30 a.m. 
(3-D; Frl-Sun only). 1:1S.1:4S 
( 3-D). 3:25 4:15 ( 3-D). 6:40 
(3-D), 8:50 (3-D). Project 
X 2:30, 7:20. 9:25. Act of 
Valor 12:45. 3:30 6:30.9:20. 


The Artist 1.3:05 7:10. 9:15 
frlday 23 — thursday 29 

•The Hunger Games 1. 3:45. 
6:40. 9:25 21 Jump Street 

1:10.3:30,7 9:30. Jell Who 
Lives at Home 1:05 3. 4:50. 



PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 

9621 »w»fflbt»<>a tars mm 

wednesday2l — thursday 22 

triday 23- thursday 29 

"The Hunger Games 1 & 

3:30 (Sat & Sun only). 6:15, 

9. Or. Seuss' The Lorax 

only 3-D). 6:30. B:45. 


THE SAVOY 
THEATER 

0S09 tvwrtv savoy Ihoater com 








onlyLftM. 

( Wed only). The Iron Lady 



SUNSET DRIVE-IN 





friday 23 - Sunday 25 




LOOK UP SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 

CONNECT TO M.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WFB FNABLED CELLPHONE FOR FREE 
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE MOVIE SHOWTIMES, PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS 
CLUB nATES.EVENTS ANn MORE. 



a.m.(Thuonly).ll a.m. (Sat 
& Sun only), 1215. 2. 325, 

5. 5*30. 8. 9:30. 21 Jump 

11:10 am. (Sat & sun only). 
1:35 4:05.6:55 9:25. Being 
Flynn 3:45 6:35 Friends 


1, 8:50. John Carter 12:40. 


Lady 11:05 am. (Sat & Sun 
only). 1:25. 6:40 (except Tue). 












THE SECRET WORLD OF ARRIETTY**** 

From the animation studio of Hayao Miyazaki 
(Spirited Away) comes an adaptation of Mary 
Norton's kids' novel The Borrowers, about a 
4-inch-tall family dwelling secretly in the 

Picture) 

A SEPARATION* A * 1/2 An Iranian couple seeks 
a divorce, unleashing a chain of unfortunate 
events, in this winner of the Best Foreign 

Farhadi. Starring Peyman Moadi. Leila Hatami 
and Sareh Bayat. (123 mirx PG-13. Roxy) 
SHAME***l/2 Michael Fassbender plays a 
New York businessman struggling with sex ad- 
diction in this drama that has been more joked 
about at award ceremonies than awarded, 
despite critical acclaim. Carey Mulligan plays 
his sister. Steve (Hunger) McOueen directed. 
(101 min. NC-17. Roxy) 

SILENT H0USEA1/2 A spooky lakeside cabin 

shot (apparently, anyway) in one continuous 
lake - a remake of a Uruguayan movie, and 
not to be confused with a found-footage film, 
With Adam Trese, Chris Kentis and Laura Lau 
directed. (85 min, R. Essex. Majestic) 

THIS MEANS WAR 1/2* The -world's most 

againsteach other when theyfancy the same 
woman in this very silly-sounding adventure 
comedy from director McG. Starring Chris Pine. 
Tom Hardy and Reese Witherspoon. (98 min. 
PG-13. Big Picture) 


A THOUSAND WORDS*l/2 Eddie Murphy 
plays a loquacious literary agent who abruptly 
finds himself forced to watch his words in a 
comedy that looks extremely reminiscent of 
Jim Carre/s Liar Liar. With Kerry Washington 
and Cliff Curtis. Brian Robbins directed. (91 min. 
PG-13. Essex. Majesti: ends 3/22) 

THE V0W**1/2 Amnesia comes between 
newlyweds Rachel McAdams and Charming 
Tatum in this sudser inspired by a true story. 
With Sam Neill. Scott Speedman and Jessica 
Lange. Michael Sucsy (HBO's Grey Gardens) 
directed. (104 min PG-13. Big Picture. Bijou. 
Capitol. Essex. Majestic) 

WANDERLUST** A downsized Manhattan 

colorful charac ters who embrace a different 
way of looking at things' in this comedy. 

Sounds like the standard Flatlanders-coming- 
lo- Vermont story to us. With Justin Theroux 
and Malin Akerman David (Role Models) Wain 
directed. (98 min R. Essex: ends 3/22) 


modern-day woman obsessed with Simpson 
Abbie Cornish. Andrea Risebo rough and James 
D'Arcy star. [119 min, R. Palace) 




movies B ^ a 

you missed 


Movies You Missed 30: Miss Bala 

Lots and lots of movies never (or only briefly) make It to Vermont theaters. Each week 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. 


This week in movies you missed: A young woman must endure sparkly dresses 
televised interviews and senseless carnage to keep her loved ones from harm.Na 
The Hunger Games is next week. This movie takes place In present-day Mexico. 



L aura (Stephanie Sigman) is 23, lives 

Miss Baja California. (When asked 
why, she replies simply, ‘They give 
her money.") But when she follows her 
friend from the pageant auditions to a 
nightclub, things go very wrong. 

Armed men — cartel members 
targeting a DEA agent — pour in and 
open fire. Laura escapes, but her search i 
her straight back to her original attackers. From there, things just get nastier, as 
crime kingpin Lino (Noe Hernandez) decides to take a personal interest in Laura 
and her beauty-queen aspirations. 

"Bala" means bulleL Believe it or not, this story was loosely based on a real 
incident involving the arrest of a Mexican beauty' queen. 

-ME 
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HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT 
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Trey McIntyre Project 

Saturday, March 24 at 8 pm 
Tickets start at $15 


Spirit of Uganda 

Sunday, March 25 at 7 pm 
Tickets start at $15 


Brazilian Multi-Instrumentalist 


G 

E 


Hermeto Pascoal & Group 


Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30 pm 
Tickets start at $15 


an Some. (COmCOSt Q 



www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! 






Buy any regular-priced Spring 2012 
New Balance shoe....get any closeout 
style at 50% off lowest ticketed price. 

While supplies last! 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 

"Phenomenal! 
It's nice to be 
with people 
who truly love 
what they do. 
Dr. Aveni is my 
new best friend 
and we love 
Ashley." 

Ok - so this is 
another great 
story.. .Blaise 
and Martin 
Smith have 
four kids, 
including their 

newest arrival - Gaige Dennis Robert Smith. Elena. 8 years 
old. was born lanuary i (I/I); Dallas. 4 years old. was born 
on February 2 (2/2); and Gaige was born on March 3 (3/3). 
And all four kids - which includes Claudia (age 18) - were 
born in a leap year AND all in room 204 at CVMC. Gaige 
weighed 7lb/4oz. He's mighty cute. That seems to run In this 
Berlin. VT family! Here's hoping that fy. 

everything remains forever aligned! 3 ava£Xr 

Happy Birthday Gaige! 



E im 



„ Tracey Nyklcl. Maria C. Aveni, Carolyn Lorenz- Stevie Batch. RN. 

Knowlton, RN. 0b Nurse MD. Anesthesia Greenberg, MD CBE. IBCLC. 

DO. FACOG. Pediatrician Lactation 

Ob/Gyn Consultant 

= m Central Vermont Medical Center 

= Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women s Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 


MAKE A MINT! 


Advertise in the... 


SEVEN DAYS MONEY H 








Curses, Foiled Again 

David Kelly, 52. sat idling at a traffic light in 
Chicago shortly after midnight when, accord- 
ing to a sergeant in a police squad car next 
to him. Kelly rolled down his window and 
yelled, “Hey, you looking for me? You guys 
want me?" The sergeant pulled Kelly over to 
check. While approaching Kelly's vehicle, the 
sergeant smelled pot and noticed the butt of a 
handgun. A search turned up a ,357 Magnum 
handgun on the front ' 


of fatally shooting his 47-year-old neighbor 
after the neighbor's dogs pooped in his yard. 
“We believe this is not an isolated incident,” 
ChieflnspectorScottSmall said. “There have 

(Philadelphia’s WCAU-TV) 


Windbaggery 


in Zimbabwe, called the ruling “clearly erroneous.” After 
Lawyers for Human Rights, receiving benefits for nine months, Smiley 
found a similar job that allows her to work 
at her desk during lunch all she wanes. (ABC 
News) 


Way to Go 

. _ While visiting a friend in Havelock, N.C., 

t. a loaded assault Gary Allen Banning. 43. took a gulp from a 
rifle with additional magazines in the back jar by the kitchen sink that he thought con- 
lined a beverage but was really gasoline He 
pit it out, according to police investigators, 
ut some got on his dothes. Then he lit a 
igarette. He burst into flames. He died at the 
ospitak (Associated Press) 


; of cannabis. Kelly also 


and about 30 
lacked 

suiting multiple weapons and drug charges, 
including driving while under the influence 
of cannabis, Kelly had no prior criminal 
history and outstanding warrants. (Chicago 
Tribune) 

Lawmakers to the Rescue 

Louisiana Sen. Dan Claitor introduced a bill 
making it illegal for drive-through daiquiri 

shops to use lids with a 

hole for straws. “The bill 
simply says it can't be pre- 
perforated, ” the lawmaker 
said, declaring that removing 


according 

after loyalists of President Robert Mugabe 
reported overhearing the man questior 
whether Mugabe still had the strength tt 
blow up balloons at his 88th birthday cel- 
ebration. (Associated Press) 

Show-Off 

Sharon Smiley, 48, was fired from her job as 
a reception and administrative assistant ui 


Fetishes of the Week 

Investigators accused veteran third-grade 
teacher Mark Berndt, 61. of seeking sexual 
gratification by blindfolding pupils to play a 
"tasting game" and then spoon- feeding them 
his semen. (Los Angeles Times) 


An explosion killed a 20-year-old man and 
injured two friends keeping warm in a garage 
in Taylor, Mich., after one of them poured 

going. (Detroit Free Press) 


at her desk to finish a project a mana 
had assigned her. When another mana. 
told her it was time to go to lunch, she 
fused. Company policy at Equity Lifestyle 


A jud 


d Anthony G; 


it an Albuquerque, N.M., grocery 
iuseu c-uiii uu iic m c. un u ic 0 sara Pl' n 8 yogurt laced with his 

Properties, where she'd worked for 10 years, semcn - (Albuquerque s KOAT-TV) 


she had been discharged for 


FREE WILL ASTROLOGY BYR0BBREZSW 


it hanier for drive-through 
daiquiri customers to drink 
and drive, (New Orleans’s 
WWL Radio) 

Slightest 
Provocation 
Sheriff's deputies accused 
Alicia Martin, 28, and 
Kathryn Rayannic, 23, of at- 
tackingtwo baremployees in 
St James City, Fla., because 
they were angry that none 
of tlie customers was willing 


" of h 


to pay t< 

Witnesse 
had con 
quantitie 
bar. and when they rati < 
of money “were offering to 
show thei r boobs for drinks," 
waiter Shaun Bassett said. 
"Basically, when they were 
turned down, they kind of 
got a little rowdy." The two 

to the parking lot, where the 
women turned and punched 
one employee in the head 
and threatened the other 
with a knife. (Fort Myers's 
WZVN-TV) 

A clerk at a Detroit gas sta- 

complained that the price of 
condoms was too high. Police 

box of condoms but told the 
clerk he could have gotten 
them cheaper elsewhere. 
After being denied a refund, 
the customer began tossing 
items off the shelves. The 
night clerk appeared with a 
in and fired a warning shot 


ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) 

p ot bad for a few weeks' work, or 
>lay, or whatever it is you want 
o call this tormented, inspired 
outburst. Would it be too forward of me 
to suggest that you've gone a long way 
toward outgrowing the dark fairy tale 
that had been haunting your dreams for 
so long? And yet all this may just be a 
warm-up for your next metamorphosis, 
in which you make an audacious new 
commitment to becoming what you 
really want to be when you grow up. 


t the 

at the hospital. 
WWJ-TV) 


He died 
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TED RALL 



OBAMA EXPLAINS THAT KILLING AFGHANS CJ 
IS JUS T AS SERIOUS AS KILLING AMERICANS L— if 
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Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 



RED MEAT 

from the secret files of ] 

luxurious bath in the aftermath OOETnoTT I 

WONDERFUL. ONE WEEK IN THE NEW 

W SKLEeGKAAII 

MT BAD, FELLAS...I DIDN'T HAVE TIME 

DARK PORTAL OPENS IN OUR LIVING 
ROOM WALL IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT. 

BACK INSIDE THAT HELLHOLE BEFORE 
NAILING THE SHEET OF PLYWOOD UP. 

""" jii 


MIGHT BE A FEW MJM’S Mil II 
IN THE CANDY DISH THERE \ / //■ 
IF YOU CAN REACH THEM. W JH 

WWW.IHXHAMOM ll ii MB 


T, R ySEp^k^ O ©3.012 
TrtV, 

W GietfflEND w ' tl SAV c ' Jf€ SM6 
THINKS am Ac To* ok SiNGEl* IS, 8vr 
SHE Gtrs MAD at ME fo* HAVING 
Sc*€«NSM0Tf of CEieaenes ok€ 
OtH/IA MVflN oft VHNEsSA HVCKjfHS ON 
cnv flloME AmO LAPTOP. li SHE 64ING 
HWbCKIITCAl? 'GAIVCfe 

HoviTof/T 

If you A«6 Df>TiN6 somfin-t, 
You should ?eo6*e>LX Pot 
THfi/e piCTOtt off Yove Devices 
INSTEAD of OTHER WOMEN. 


I THINK TH tee IS A DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN HER SATING AN AC Co* IS 

cure «»® vov oraving thcia 

filMi', AA«v NO ON You A PhmE. 

V 


9 



u>nr an> r not 

ptCTuti of cooes 6 

ON You* PH0«€ ?/ SH£"S NOT 

- - THINK " H oTr <K. 

HOOfetHStS fxcffr IN 

A BIKINI. 

vn/ 


If YoV HAD LESS ppoWCATivf 
IN1A6ES ON Tovie f Ht ,N6 AnO 
compurep., THAT ought sotuf 
Twf peoftiEHi. 


X |€£flAC£D 

PAY C6L«8f'TV J Guess 

BIKINI pHoTOS pjUDE PEACHfS 

voifH SCENIC AS E TtcHMKAIIT 

t f«OSCApeS. LANDSCAPES. 

HAVE A LOOK. / 

\ — 


m 


ANOTHFfL WAV To SoC-Uf THIS 
IS $Y LilTlfiC, HOC Hiuouf 
You WOULD S£ OKAV WITH IT 
If SUe HAD JW'l AA PICTt/pfS 
ON HE A DEV/Cf S. 

\ 


o 

•JL 


LISTEN, t 

wouldn't 
UPStT IP Yo'l 
HAt> 

picfuets of 

(jtirS on Yfat 

fHONf. 


PlNt . xU (\/T 
uf THE ones of 
l*l£ SKINNT DIWA6 
NI'H 1 AVoK L«07N£ft. 
/ 
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MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P-24) NEWS QUIRKS & FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.73) 
CROSSWORD (PC-4) & CALCOKU & SUOOKU (P.C-5) 
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N'ARCH 'i. 2012. i 






2012 SKI & RIDE WITH THE POINT 
IS UNDERWAY! 

J«in us Fridays at the area's best mountain fer half-price lift T« get the half-price deal yeu'll need a Ski & Ride Button and 

tickets, opres-ski parlies, and a chance to scere great prizes! Caupsn Beek Find eul where to get yeurs at peintfm.cem! 



BURTOH 


Independent Radio 


Vermont 


SKI & Rlfct 
2012 SCHEDULE 

MARCH 23 STOWE MOUNTAIN RESORT 
MARCH 3D JAT PEAK 


made possible by 



SEVEN DAYS 


pERSoNKiS 









MSrE RiSQUi? 

TURN THE PAGE. 




SEVEN DAYS 
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For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


LT.GE NT LEHEARTEO.FI 


SEEKING UNDERCOVER LO 


and be played with 


ADVENTUROUS FU 


LOVES TO PLEASE WOMEN 


LOVESTOEAT 


SEEKING SHARED SEXUAL 
FULLFILLMENT 

Man looking for a woman betv 


INSATIABLE APPETITES FOR SE 


WEN 


looking for an f buddy, r m open to 


ADVENTUROUS, NON- JUDGEMENTAL, 
EXCITEMENT SEEKER 

I'm a straight guy wh o Is looking 

almost anything with the right 


ORGASMS GALORE 


iasygoing respectful guy who 


IN YOU GET ENOUGH Of 


K!NK oF INI WEEK: 


WEN 


FREAK SHOW 

I put on a freak show for you or your group. I wil I do these 
things to myself. Repetitive large dildo ATM, nipple, 
cock and ball torture, golden showers, spanking, fisting, 
masturbation, eating come, and so much more, nawse, 44 

What's the kinkiest thing you've ever done or want to do? 

I want to be dominated and humiliated by a group of people. 


wanttoplaywithu 40. C 


PLEASE BE REAL 


SCORPIO WITH A SENSUAL Tt 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 





SINISTER URGES 



to explain everything. You sh 




PUBLIC FANTASIES EXHIBITIONISM 

beautiful, round, tight ass. I want to hold 

really turns me on! lgotskil!69 41 □ 



5IHEB 






Would you like to cum play? Waiting 
for you. Letusplaytogether 49, □ 





body. VtCpl4Adventure 43 Ci 









AMAZING MEALS! 



Check out these rock-bottom prices 
on some of our most popular 
produce items. And be sure to try 
this recipe.... It’s absolutely terrific! 


Pan-Roasted Broccoli and Chili Garlic Vinaigrette 


l Tbsp minced fresh ginger 
1 Tbsp Siracha 
Va Tbsp honey 
1 Clove of garlic, minced 
1 Shallot, minced 
1 Anchovy, minced 


'/» Cup champagne vinegar 
Splash of lemon juice 
*/» Cup olive oil 

Salt and pepper to taste 

1 Large head of broccoli, cut into florets 

2 Tbsp olive oil 


TO MAKE THE CHILI GARLIC VINAIGRETTE 

Whisk together all of the ingredients except for the olive oil. Slowly pour in 
a steady stream of olive oil while vigorously whisking to emulsify. Season 
with salt and pepper to taste. 

TO MAKE THE BROCCOLI 

1. Fill a large pot with heavily salted water and bring to a boil. Fill a large 
bowl with ice water. Add the broccoli florets to the boiling water and 
blanche 1 minute, or until barely tender. Immediately drain and dump into 
ice water to chill down. Drain and dry on paper towels. 

2. Before serving, heat the olive oil over medium-high heat. When the oil is 
hot, but not smoking, toss in the cooked florets and cook on high heat for 1 
to 2 minutes, until florets are starting to look toasty and brown. Toss the 
florets with the vinaigrette. Guess what? You can subsitute asparagus and 
have an equally fantastic dish! 

Adapted from The Publican, Chicago 


M5 

imp 

BUIE 

Market and Cafe 



Organic 
Bartlett Pears 
*1.69 /lb reg. *2.69 

Conventional 

Asparagus 

*1.69 /lb reg. *4 99 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON ■ 863.2569 
HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 






